
BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council 

Held in the Village Hall on  
3 rd November 2005  

 
 
Present:   
  Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres  (Chair ) 
  Cllr. P. Badham  
  Cllr. M. Beresford 
  Cllr. Bowd 
  Cllr. Mrs I. Hatton 

Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton 
Cllr. G. Jackson 

  Cllr. P. Lightfoot 
  Cllr A. Lightfoot 
  Cllr. C. Lawrence 
  Cllr. P. Richmond 
  Cllr. P. Rawlings 
  Cllr. Taylor 
 
Also Present: 
  Borough Cllr Mrs S. Hillier Richardson 
  County Cllr. Jones 
 
 
 
Public Session 
 
Mr W. Ross  indicated that he understood the CouncilÕs concern regarding the large 
bonfire on his property near to the Bowls Club and advised that he had hired a private 
fire engine to be in attendance. He asked for a key to the bowls club for use in an 
emergency. Deputy Clerk to arrange contact with a committee member of the bowls 
club. 
Mr Phil Clapham, Youth Leader, thanked the Council for the donation of the two old 
computers. 
He mentioned that he had established that there were several groups of young people in 
the village and he would like to work with them in an outreach capacity. However, he 
was not funded for this and it would be necessary to employ two street workers part time 
at a cost of some £4k per annum. It was agreed to add this request to the December 
agenda. 
As regards the Youth Shelter, plans are now with Shire Hall 
Mr Fryer asked if the result of the closed session could now be announced but was told 
that was not possible. 
He further mentioned an apparent error by Grundon in compiling their application for the 
MRF Facility. In response to a question Cllr A. Lightfoot confirmed that the Planning 
Committee had rejected the application. 
 
05/135 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Mackinnon and Borough Councillor East. 
 
 



 
 
05/136 Minutes of the Meeting of 6th October 2005 
05/136.1 Proposed by Cllr. Richmond and seconded by Cllr Mrs Pat Hatton    “That 
this Parish Council do adopt the minutes of the meeting of 6th October 2005 as a 
true record”. This was passed. 
 
05/137 Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting of  

6thOctober2005 
05/137.1 The Clerk circulated a letter from Mr Chris Shaw regarding the Community 

Barn. The following Councillors wished to attend any further meetings Cllrs 
Mrs V. Ayres, A. Lightfoot, Jackson, Mrs P. Hatton, Mrs I. Hatton, and   
Lawrence. 

05/137.2 Cllr. Lawrence asked Cllr Richmond if he had progressed the VDS within 
the Borough to be advised that he had met Chris Shaw and had arranged 
for an expert from Planning Aid to visit the village next week. 

05/137.3 Cllr Rawlings advised that work on the War Memorial will take place at the 
end of November and arrangements had been made for the British Legion 
to remove any wreaths etc. before the work commenced. 

 
05/138 Planning and Licences 
05/138.1 The minutes of the meetings of 11th and 25th October were noted as was 

the schedule of decisions by Tewkesbury Borough Council since the last 
meeting. 

05/138.2 Cllr Lightfoot confirmed that the Committee had objected to the latest 
Grundon application for a MRF Facility. 

05/138.3 Cllr Richmond advised that 4 Lears Drive will be considered next week. He 
further mentioned that Officers were recommending approval subject to the 
lowering of the roof etc. 

05/138.4 There was some further general discussion in respect of the Borough 
Council approving applications rejected by the parish.  

 
05/139 Traffic Highways and Footpaths 
05/139.1 Cllr Rawlings updated Members as follows: 

• North’s Bakery  -  County Highways will monitor the chairs outside and if they 
cause a problem will speak to the Bakery. It is not a planning issue. 

• Gotherington Lane Closure  -  He confirmed that the lane will be closed from 7th  -  
18th November and signage has been arranged. 

• Station Road  -  Some residents had written to Mr Midgley and a letter was read 
out from Mr Midgley explaining the rational for the type of traffic calming installed. 
The success of the scheme would be assessed in due course. 

• Cheltenham Road Footpath  -  The Clerk advised that the delay was now due to 
the County Council decision to install new surface water drains first and, as there 
is a major gas main  under the proposed pavement this has delayed matters. A 
quotation for the work will be with the County Council shortly and, when agreed, 
the work should commence. 

• Cycle Racks  -  There are now cycle racks adjacent to the bus stop in Pecked 
Lane. 

05/139.2 Cllr Mrs V Ayres mentioned the weeds in the pavement outside the Fish 
and Chip shop area and Cllr Rawlings confirmed that the Clerk was about to write to the 
shops concerned. 
05/139.3 Cllr Beresford asked if there had been any further development in respect 
of the footpath over the railway. County Cllr Jones confirmed that he had written to Mary 



King but that the railway company had not responded as yet to her offer to share the 
cost of tarmac. He will continue to press the topic. 
05/139.4 Cllr Taylor advised that he had written to the County Council regarding the 
access to footpaths by the disabled. Many stiles etc. were not suitable. 
 
05/140 Playing Fields and Play Areas 
05/140.1 The minutes of the meetings of 29th September, 4th and19thOctober were 
noted. 
05/140.2 With Cllr Mackinnon absent there was no formal report ,with Councillors 
asking questions of committee members: 

• Cllr Lawrence Ð Will the losses of the past months continue? Answer: These do 
not include any income from the five a side which is now being received. In any 
event there was a projected loss in the first three years in the business plan. 

• Cllr Rawlings Ð When will the fees and discounts be reviewed?  Answer annually 
at the end of the football season but any increase must be within inflation for the 
first three years as this was a condition of the Football grant. 

• Cllr Lawrence Ð He had noted the field inspection by Cllr Richmond, was 
concerned, and asked what action was being taken. There followed some general 
discussion, the consensus being that the users were content with the pitches etc. 
and any remedial work would be undertaken at the end of the football season. 

05/140.3 Cllr Richmond indicated that Cllr Mackinnon would be producing up to date 
figures etc. on his return from holiday. 
 
05/141 Community Building 
Cllr P. Lightfoot advised that the last meeting had been cancelled due to holidays etc. 
The only current issue was in respect of the window to the ladies toilets which had been 
damaged by a ball bearing gun. The repair / replacement was in hand. 
As regards the bell push this was still being pursued with SmithÕs Industries. 
 
05/142 Clerk’s Report. 
05/142.1 The Clerk reported on the various publications received since the last 
meeting. 
05/142.2 The Gloucestershire Charter Ð 12th December meeting.  Cllr  Richmond  
agreed to represent the Parish Council. 
05/142.3 GCC Children and Young Peoples Plan Ð Borough Councillor Jones 
indicated that he was attending a meeting shortly and would report back. 
05/142.4 Voluntary Grants Ð The Clerk advised Councillors that he had received a 
letter from the Borough Council advising that no grants would be made available during 
the Financial Year 2006 / 7. Ways of seeking alternative sources of funding were 
indicated. 
5/142.5 Parish Assembly  - The Clerk advised that he would like to Òfirm upÓ 
possible speakers and dates at the next meeting. Cllr Rawlings felt that a speaker could 
be someone from the Police on Community Policing. It was agreed that the Clerk should 
contact the Clerk of Yeovil Town Council to ask details of their negotiations with the 
Avon and Somerset Constabulary. Cllr Richmond believed that an update from the Chair 
of the Tithe Barn committee as regarding the plans for updating the building might also 
be a suitable topic.   
 
05/143 Donations 
05/143.1 A request for a donation had been received from Cleeve Chorale and the 
Clerk advised that this had been submitted by the Chorale under a mistaken belief that 
they had been asked to make a request. He further advised Members that he had 
suggested to the Chair that a more appropriate time to seek funds would be in the 
Spring of 2006 some 12 months after their last award. It was proposed by Cllr Richmond 



and seconded by Cllr Badham “That the present request be declined, noting that a 
replacement request would be submitted in the earlier months of 2006”.  This was 
passed. 
05/143.2 Cllr Mrs V Ayres advised Members that she had been asked to meet 
representatives of a French choir who were visiting shortly. She had agreed to meet 
them in the Tithe Barn at 3.30 p.m. on 22nd November. Members were invited to also 
attend. 
05.143.3 Cllr Lawrence  queried why the Council did not advertise for donations 
once a year but was reminded that this had been considered in the past but that it had 
been felt better the organisations should seek donations as and when required. 
 
05/144 Finance 
05/144.1 Cllr Beresford  proposed and  Cllr Badham seconded a proposition “That 
the under mentioned schedule of payments be approved”. This was passed 
 
Parish Office 
Diocese of Gloucester  Rent     £ 775.00 
Glasdon UK Ltd   New Post for Bin   £   57.66 
Staples    Stationery Etc.   £   96.34 
Staples    Stationery Etc.   £   94.23 
Big Yellow Self Storage Ltd Storage    £ 491.64 
Severn Trent Water   Water  -  Office   £   43.74 
Cllr Bowd    Conference Expenses  £ 334.44 
Cornish    Salary     £ 766.99 
Thomas    Salary     £ 678.68 
White     Salary     £ 371.62 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 752.11 
NPower    Office     £   89.81 
White     Re-imbursement Expenses £   44.86 
White     Mileage October   £   75.75 
Cornish    Re-imbursement window Cleaning£    6.00 
 
Sports Field 
BT     Alarm Line    £ 151.42 
Severn Trent Water   Pavilion    £ 454.17 
Grimshaw Kineer Ltd  Stage Payment                      £6844.90 
M J Services    Gate Guards Five a Side  £   75.00 
Westlands Agricultural  Keys     £   30.34 
Low Cost Cleaning   October    £ 188.00 
MacDonalds    Keys     £     8.29 
 
Community 
G.C.C.    Gas Account    £ 565.49 
Severn Trent Water   Account    £ 110.82 
Gurney    Salary     £ 332.89 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £   96.10 
Cleeve Fire Protection  Service    £   23.50 
Domestic Goddesses  Cleaning September  £ 160.00 
Npower    Electricity    £ 292.95 
Cornish    Re-imbursement window Cleaning£    9.00 
Cleeve Supplies Ltd   Repairs and Replacements £   18.53 
 



Cllr Richmond felt that each section should be totalled but there was not general favour 
for this as it was felt that it added little to the schedule, which was there for each item to 
be approved. 
 
05/145 2005 NALC Conference. 
  A report from Cllr Bowd was presented to the Council and in particular she 
drew Members attention to the section ÒNeighbourhoodsÓ. Members thanked her for a 
most comprehensive report. 
 
05/146 Police Matters 
05/146.1 The clerk advised Members that he had received a letter and petition forms 
from L. Robertson M.P. asking that Councillors support the petition to retain Gloucester 
Constabulary as an independent Force. There was some general debate and it was 
agreed that if any Member wished  to support the petition, forms could be obtained from 
the Clerk but that it was not for the Council to support any specific petition. Cllr 
Richmond felt that the Parish Council should write to the Home Office and proposed. 
“That this Parish Council wishes to see the Gloucestershire Police Force remain 
as an independent bodyÓ. This was seconded by Cllr Jackson and passed 
05/146.2 Borough Cllr Jones reported, as was known, that the Police had indicated 
that they wished to keep a presence in the centre of the village. After some discussion 
the following resolution was proposed by Cllr Rawlings and seconded by Cllr Badham 
“That this Parish Council is delighted to hear that the Police have confirmed that 
they are searching for a suitable premises in the centre of the village and eagerly 
await to hear the outcome. The Council would be pleased to assist in any way that 
it was felt could be helpful”. This was passed. 
05/146.3 The Clerk advised that there would be a Police and Community 
Consultative Meeting at Abbey Fields Community Centre, Winchcombe on 14th 
November 2005 at 7.00 p.m. 
 
05/147 Footpath near Chandler Road 
With Cllr Mackinnon away on holiday this item was deferred to the December meeting. 
 
05/148 Borough Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr Richmond advised Members that the  repairs to Cascades in Tewkesbury was 
progressing ahead of schedule. 
 
05/149 County Councillor’s Report 
County Cllr Jones updated Members on a number of topics including:- 

• Footpaths  -  Mary King had had no response to offer to GWR Railway to share 
the cost of improving the paths at the railway crossing into Woodmancote. 

• Wingmoor Farm  -  The Grundon MRF application also the PPC Incinerator Ash 
site. There is a delay in the Halcrow report into the footpath to Stoke Orchard Ð 
impact of the withdrawal of PFI bid on Cory. 

• Regional Spatial Strategy  -  Good news about the Tewkesbury Borough Local 
Plan but there is a need to keep an eye on RSS. 

• Shaftesbury  -  Meeting on 17th October and has compiled a long list of questions 
/ issues for the new landlord.. 

• Power Cuts  -  Meeting to be held at Shire Hall on 28th November and will press 
for expediting remedial work needed in Furlong Lane. 

• Library Sunday Opening  -  Slow start but now going very well with some 300 
visits last Sunday. 

• County Council Room in Community Barn  -  This is  as result of the tripartite deal 
with TBC and Tesco. No certainty that it will be taken up. 



• Enhanced Bus Service  -  ÒDÓ and ÒEÓ services to be merged to form  a new 10 
minute ÒDÓ service. 

 
05/150 Any other Important Business at the Chair’s Discretion 
05/150.1 The Clerk advised Members that he had applied to Central Networks for a 
grant of up to £2,500 in respect of Christmas Lights. 
05/150.2 Cllr Jackson asked if there had been any developments regarding the 
vandalised wall by the Tesco roundabout. This is with the Borough dangerous structures 
office. Borough Cllrs will chase. 
05/150.3 Cllr Badham reminded members that the Christmas Lights will be switched 
on on 25th November and there will be a pig roast. 
05/150.4 Cllr Beresford advised Members that, for personal reasons, he will be 
standing down as a representative on the GAPTC after 20 years. The Chair thanked Cllr 
Beresford for all his hard work in this respect on behalf of the Council. 
05/150.5 Cllr Richmond was concerned about three attacks on busses and the 
Community Centre with a ball bearing gun and asked that the Clerk write to Inspector 
Atkinson. This was agreed. 
05/150.6 Cllr Lawrence reminded Members that the Remembrance Service  is on 
13th November next. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at  10.05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS   1st.     day of   December 2005 


