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BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held in the Village Hall on  
4th May 2006 at 7.30 p.m. 

Present   
Cllr Mrs V Ayres  ( Chair ),Cllr P Badham, Cllr M Beresford, Cllr C Bowd,  
Cllr Mrs I Hatton, Cllr Mrs P Hatton, Cllr G Jackson, Cllr A Lightfoot, 
Cllr P Lightfoot, Cllr C Lawrence, Cllr A Mackinnon, Cllr P Rawlings, 
Cllr P Richmond [left at 9.45pm], Cllr M Taylor. 
 
Also Present 
Borough Cllr R D East, Borough Cllr Mrs S Hillier-Richardson, 
County Cllr C Jones. 
 
Public Session 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
06/062 Apologies for absence 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
06/063 Election of Chairman and Vice chairman 
06/063.1 Cllr Mrs P Hatton proposed that Cllr Mrs Ayres be elected as 
chairman of the Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Beresford and 
agreed unanimously. 
 
06/063.2 Cllr Mrs P Hatton proposed that Cllr P Lightfoot be elected as vice-
chairman of the Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Beresford and 
agreed unanimously. 
 
06/064 Membership of Committees and Working Groups and 
Representation on External Bodies  [Appendix 1 is a record of the results of 
the elections described below] 
06/064.1 Nominations for election to the Committees for Allotments, 
Community Building, Planning and Traffic and the Best Value Working Group 
were received from existing members only and Cllr Beresford proposed that 
those members should be reappointed.  This was seconded by 
Cllr P Lightfoot and agreed unanimously.   The following councillors were, 
therefore, elected: 
Allotments Committee Cllr Mrs I Hatton, Cllr P Richmond, Cllr M Taylor. 
Community Building Committee Cllr Mrs V Ayres, Cllr Mrs P Hatton, 
Cllr G Jackson, Cllr A Lightfoot, Cllr P Lightfoot. 
Planning Committee Cllr C Bowd, Cllr Mrs P Hatton, Cllr G Jackson,  
Cllr A Lightfoot, Cllr P Lightfoot, Cllr M Taylor. 
Traffic Committee Cllr C Bowd, Cllr G Jackson, Cllr C Lawrence,  
Cllr A Lightfoot, Cllr P Lightfoot, Cllr P Rawlings, Cllr P Richmond. 
Best Value Working Party Cllr Mrs V Ayres, Cllr Mrs I Hatton, 
Cllr Mrs P Hatton, Cllr C Lawrence, Cllr A Lightfoot, Cllr P Lightfoot,  
Cllr A Mackinnon. 
 



 2 

06/064.2 The Clerk and Deputy Clerk were appointed as tellers for the 
purpose of vote counting. 
 
06/064.3 Seven nominations had been received for the six vacancies on the 
Employment Working Group.  Councillors voted by secret ballot and the 
following were elected: Cllr Mrs V Ayres, Cllr M Beresford, Cllr Mrs P Hatton, 
Cllr A Lightfoot, Cllr P Lightfoot, Cllr A Mackinnon. 
 
06/064.4 Six nominations from existing members had been received for the 
seven vacancies on the Sportsfield/Playing Fields Committee.  However, in 
order to fill the remaining place, Cllr P Lightfoot agreed to re-apply for 
appointment to the committee.  Cllr Mrs Ayres proposed that the seven 
nominees be elected.  This was seconded by Cllr Jackson and agreed 
unanimously.  The following councillors were, therefore, elected:  
Cllr Mrs V Ayres, Cllr M Beresford, Cllr Mrs I Hatton, Cllr Mrs P Hatton,  
Cllr P Lightfoot, Cllr A Mackinnon, Cllr P Richmond. 
 
06/064.5 Cllr Beresford proposed that Cllrs P Lightfoot and M Taylor be 
elected to represent the Council on the Cleeve Board of Conservators.  This 
was seconded by Cllr Mrs Ayres and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/064.6 Cllr Mrs Ayres proposed that Cllrs Mrs I Hatton, P Lightfoot and 
M Taylor be elected to represent the Council on the Police Liaison Group.  
This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P Hatton and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/064.7 Cllr Mrs Ayres proposed that Cllr Lawrence should represent the 
Council on the Sports Hall Management Committee, Cllr Richmond on the 
Village Hall Management Committee, Cllrs Beresford and Mrs I Hatton on the 
Wing moor Farm Recycling Centre Liaison Group and that she should 
represent the Council on the Tewkesbury Area Sports Committee.  This was 
seconded by Cllr P Lightfoot and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/064.8 Cllr Beresford proposed that Cllr Mackinnon be appointed as the 
CouncilÕs Financial Monitoring Officer.  This was seconded by Cllr Ayres and 
agreed unanimously. 
 
06/065 Planning and Licences The Clerk and Dep Clerk were absent [vote counting] for this item. 

06/065.1 The minutes of the planning committee meetings of 11 and 25 April 
2006 and the planning decisions made by Tewkesbury Borough 
Council/Gloucestershire County Council since the last Parish Council meeting 
were noted. 
 
06/065.2 County Cllr Jones referred to the planning application made by Cory 
Environmental Ltd for the export of surplus clay from the Wingmoor Farm 
Landfill Site.  He said that he had spoken to the appropriate officer at Shire 
Hall to express his concern about the likely increase in lorry movements and 
had been informed that GCCÕs Planning Dept had accepted that a more 
holistic approach to the various planning applications was required.  
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06/066 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6 April 2006 
06/066.1 Cllr Beresford proposed acceptance of the minutes as an accurate 
record of the meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Richmond and agreed 
unanimously. 
06/067 Matters arising from the Minutes of the 6 April meeting 
06/067.1 Cllr Richmond asked whether para.06/56.2 should read Òthe cost of 
by-elections would be met by Parish CouncilsÓ.  The Clerk was asked to 
check. 
 
06/067.2 Cllr Rawlings referred to para.06/048.2 regarding the Parish 
Assembly.  He said that he approved of the decision made by residents to 
wait and see the effect of the additional allocation of PCSOs  before the 
Parish Council considered funding a PCSO post. 
 
06/067.3 Cllr East reported that the seminars mentioned in para.06/059.3 had 
been particularly successful and this was confirmed by Cllr Richmond who 
had copied the documents received at the seminar to Cllr A Lightfoot.  Cllr 
East said that he would be prepared to arrange another seminar for 
councillors who had been unable to attend if the demand existed. 
 
06/067.4 Cllr Rawlings reported that he and the Clerk had written to the six 
Gloucestershire MPs as required by para.06/057 [rural post offices].  He 
provided feedback on the three replies he had received. 
 
06/067.5 The Clerk reported that he had written to Tesco Ltd [para.06/053.3] 
asking whether car parking restrictions operated when the store was closed.  
He had not yet received a reply.  
 
06/067.6 The Clerk confirmed that the poster advertising the vacancy for a 
councillor was displayed on the Parish CouncilÕs notice boards [para. 06/049]. 
 
06/067.7 C/Cllr Jones reported that bus shelters were now being cleaned as 
the County Council had recently appointed someone to do the work [para. 
06/060]. 
 
06/068 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths 
06/068.1 Cllr Rawlings reported that [a] the damage to Linworth Road bus 
shelter caused by vandalism had been repaired at a cost of £120 plus VAT, 
[b] GCC Highways had reorganised, Mr Martyn Midgley was no longer the 
Area Traffic Manager for BishopÕs Cleeve and that he had written to Mr 
Midgley thanking him for the excellent service he had provided and [c] he had 
written to Gloucestershire County Council to ask about the traffic management 
scheme used to assess the Grundon Waste Management Ltd planning 
applications.  He had been informed that GCC had not produced a traffic 
assessment.   
 
06/068.2 C/Cllr Jones explained that the County Council were required to 
produce a Local Transport Plan but not a specific strategy for individual 
communities within Gloucestershire.  However, he said that an environmental 
impact of a Grundon application to extend the life of the site beyond the 
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current expiry date would be conducted and that this would include a traffic 
assessment. 
 
06/068.3 Cllr East expressed concern about the bridge at Station Road which 
had, once again, been hit by a lorry.  Cllr Lightfoot said that he was aware that 
a monitoring/tracking exercise was planned to ensure that lorries were using 
the correct routes. 
 
06/069 Sportsfield and Playing Fields 
06/069.1 The minutes of the Sportsfield/Playing Fields Committee meeting of 
19 April 2006 were noted. 
 
06/069.2 Cllr Mackinnon referred to the record of receipts and payments for 
the sportsfield and said that the challenge was to increase the usage of the 
facilities.  He said that the BishopÕs Cleeve Football Club had made a request 
to hire the sports pavilion so that they could use it for rehabilitation and fitness 
training for players and the general public. 
 
06/069.3 Cllr Mackinnon said that he had obtained the contact details of the 
tax expert who had advised on the VAT implications of the sportsfield project.  
He would be contacting him to establish when the sportsfield could be 
regarded as VAT exempt.   
 
06/069.4 Cllr Hillier-Richardson referred to the lack of play facilities identified 
by the Open Space Audit and asked whether a play area could be sited at the 
sportsfield.  Cllr Mackinnon said that a skate board park would be considered 
when funding was available. 
 
06/069.5 Cllr Mackinnon reported that the resurfacing of the play area at 
Pecked Lane would be done after the refurbishment of the play equipment.  
Cllr Beresford said that he would receive a cost estimate for the work in the 
near future. 
 
06/069.6 Cllr A Lightfoot asked about the significant difference between the 
recorded receipts for, and the business plan prediction of income from, the 
artificial surface playing area.  Cllr Mackinnon said that the figures highlighted 
the need for marketing of the facility to generate income in the summer 
months from tournaments and leagues.  He said that external help was 
required with this.  Cllr Beresford reported that the manager of the Cleeve 
Sports Centre had agreed to refer any bookings the centre could not 
accommodate to the Parish Council. 
 
06/069.7 Cllr Mrs I Hatton referred to a letter of complaint she had received 
about the use of noisy motor bikes in the Kayte Lane playing field, the 
frequency of grass cutting and the inappropriate use of the floodlights.  The 
items would be considered at the next sportsfield committee meeting. 
 
06/069.8 Cllr Lawrence raised the issue of the deteriorating state of the village 
pump/garden area.  There was general agreement that increased 
maintenance was required and the sportsfield committee was asked to 
consider the issue as quickly as possible. 
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06/069.9 The Draft Memorandum of Understanding for the Development and 
Management of the Sportsfield [previously known as the Partnership 
Agreement] was discussed by councillors and Cllr Rawlings proposed that the 
40% reduction in the hire charges for the Colts and the B/C Football Club 
should be reviewed annually and that this should be recorded in the 
document.  He proposed that the words “hire charges” should be inserted 
after “marketing development” in the final paragraph.  This was seconded 
by Cllr A Lightfoot and agreed by the Parish Council.  Cllr Badham then 
proposed that the document should be accepted and that the chairman be 
authorised to sign it on behalf of the Parish Council.  This was seconded by 
Cllr P Lightfoot and agreed by the Council. 
 
06/070 Community Building 
06/070.1 Cllr P Lightfoot said that the minutes of the last community building 
committee meeting would be available at the June Parish Council meeting 
and that he had nothing further to add to the report he had produced for the 
Parish Assembly. 
 
06/071 Clerk’s Report 
06/071.1 The clerk said that all items had been included in the agenda and 
that he had nothing further to report. 
 
06/072 Donations 
06/072.1 Request from BishopÕs Cleeve Chamber of Commerce.  Cllrs 
Badham and Mrs I Hatton declared an interest and did not vote.  Cllr 
Beresford proposed that a donation of £500 should be made to the Carnival 
Committee to support the celebration event on 4 June 2006.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Lawrence and agreed unanimously.  It was, also, agreed 
that the Parish Council should purchase the bunting etc and present it, rather 
than the funding, to the Carnival Committee. 
 
06/072.2 Request from the Village Hall for a contribution to the cost of laying a 
pathway across their allotments.  The Clerk pointed out that the construction 
of the pathway had not been discussed by the Parish Council but Cllr 
Richmond said that it would be fully discussed at the next Allotments 
Committee meeting.  Cllr Badham proposed that the Parish Council should 
donate the £200 requested.  This was seconded by Cllr Mackinnon and 
agreed by the Parish Council. 
 
06/073 Employment Working Party The Clerk and Deputy Clerk left the meeting for this item. 

06/073.1 The minutes of the Employment Working Party meeting of 18 April 
2006 were discussed and Cllr P Lightfoot proposed that the recommendation 
that Mr Alan Cornish should be appointed to the post of Deputy Clerk and 
RFO should be approved.  This was seconded by Cllr Beresford and agreed. 
 
06/073.2 Cllr A Lightfoot proposed that Mr Ken Thomas should be appointed 
to the post of Parish Clerk.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P Hatton and 
agreed. 
 
06/073.3  The Council agreed that the changes would take effect from 
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1June 2006.  Mr Cornish would be contracted to work 5 hours per week to be 
worked at his convenience and Mr Thomas would work 24 hours per week 
from Tuesday to Friday [9am to 4pm] 
 
06/074 Finance 
074.1 Cllr Beresford proposed that the following schedule of payments 
be accepted.  This was seconded by Cllr Richmond and agreed 
unanimously: 
 
Parish Office 
Umpelby   Speaker Fee Ð allotment meeting  £    35.00 
Diocese of Gloucester Allotment Field Ð Rent April to June £  387.50 
Tewkesbury BC  Rates  -  Office    £1342.30 
Severn Trent Water  Water Rates     £  102.08 
NPower   Office Electricity    £  146.09 
Cornish   Salary      £  897.68 
Thomas   Salary      £  701.35 
White    Salary      £  372.94 
Inland Revenue  Tax and NIC     £  817.39 
White    Mileage     £    64.64 
Customs and Excise Net VAT re April    £    26.58 
I A Selkirk FCA  Internal Audit Fee    £  150.00 
Cornish   Stationary     £      3.00 
 
Sports Field 
Tewkesbury B. C.  Rates Ð Sports Field   £2424.80 
Severn Trent Water  Pavilion     £  452.00 
MIH Services   Repairs to Water Heater    £    82.25 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd Pavilion April     £  188.00 
 
Community Building 
Tewkesbury BC  Rates Ð Community Centre  £1223.23 
Gurney   Salary      £  378.82 
Inland Revenue  Tax and NIC     £  115.09 
Cleeve Supplies Ltd  Sundry Repairs and Replacements £    15.30 
 
06/075 Railway Crossing 
06/075.1 The Clerk reported that he had written to Woodmancote Parish 
Council and the GWR railway company. GWR had not replied.  Woodmancote 
Parish Council had agreed to contribute £250.  Cllr Beresford proposed that 
BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council should contribute £550 as previously 
discussed.  Cllr P Lightfoot seconded the proposal and this was agreed. 
 
06/076 Borough Councillors’ Reports 
06/076.1 Cllr Hillier-Richardson expressed disappointment that the Crime and 
Disorder Reduction Officer at Tewkesbury Borough Council had not invited 
elected representatives to the meeting with Rooftop Housing Association and 
the police on 2 May 2006.  Councillors had been asked to provide comments 
for the next meeting arranged for 22 May but, again, had not been invited.  
Cllr Rawlings proposed that the Clerk should write to TBC to express the 
CouncilÕs disappointment and to ask for details of the meeting so that the 



 7 

appropriate councillors may attend.  This was seconded by Cllr A Lightfoot 
and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/076.2 Cllr Richmond referred to [a] negotiations taking place following staff 
industrial action at TBC, [b] the brown recycling bins and that the target for 
distribution would be met at the end of the month and [c] the recent publicity 
about TBCÕs audit report. 
 
06/076.3 Cllr Mackinnon reported that [a] 6,500 brown bins had been ordered 
by TBC, [b] TBC had established a budget working group and [c] the Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister had not yet responded to the proposed boundary 
changes. 
 
06/ 077 County Councillor’s Report 
06/077.1 Cllr Jones reported that [a] there was no news on the Grundon 
planning application to extend the life of the site, [b] he had taken action 
following the power cuts of 30 April, [c] he had contacted Rooftop Housing 
Association about the path at The Green, [d] County Highways had been 
reorganised, [e] the new D bus service had been launched and [f] the 
consultation period for the Regional Spatial Strategy would start on 22 May 
2006 and he urged the Parish Council to comment. 
 
06/077.2 Councillors agreed that the Regional Spatial Strategy should be an 
agenda item for the June meeting. 
 
06/078 AOB 
06/078.1 Cllr Mrs I Hatton asked councillors to notify her of any problems etc 
for the next Police Liaison Meeting. 
 
06/078.2 Cllr Rawlings recorded his gratitude to Mr Cornish for the excellent 
service he had provided as Parish Clerk over many years. 
 
06/078.3 Cllr Badham reminded councillors that the Carnival Event would be 
held on the afternoon of 4 June 2006 and hoped everyone would be able to 
attend. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10pm. 
 
 
 
 
SignedÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ  
 
 
Dated this 1st day of June 2006 
 
 
 


