
BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council  

Held in the Village Hall on 12 t h May 2005  
 
Present:   
  Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres  ( Chair ) 
  Cllr. P. Badham  
  Cllr. M. Beresford 
  Cllr. Bowd 
  Cllr. Sqdn. Ldr. E. Foster 
  Cllr. Mrs I. Hatton 

Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton 
Cllr. G. Jackson 

  Cllr. P. Lightfoot 
  Cllr A. Lightfoot 
  Cllr. C. Lawrence 
  Cllr. A. Mackinnon  
  Cllr. P. Richmond 
  Cllr. P. Rawlings 
  Cllr. Taylor 
 
Also Present: 
  Borough Cllr. East 
  County Cllr. Jones 
 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
A Ms Harrison made a statement regarding the Dean farm development , objecting 
strongly to the density of the development and expressing concern as to the ability 
of the services to cope with the increase proposed as well as the roads. She was 
advised that the Council had objected most strongly in the terms she mentioned and 
that it was now a matter for the Borough Council. 
 
A Mr Webster echoed the complaints and thanked Councillors for the manner  and 
strength of their objections which he had read at the Parish Office. 
 
Mr Fryer asked three questions: 

o The up to date position regarding Laburnam Cottage and the Barn and was 
advised that the Borough Council was shortly to put the Cottage on the 
Market and would be developing the Barn as a Community Office. 

o Position re the derelict shop adjacent to Laburnam Cottage and was advised 
here that the Borough was hoping to persuade one or both of the owners of 
these properties to devise a suitable scheme. 

o Why Tesco had been allowed access to the Borough Car Cark before 
settlement had taken place? He was advised that this was a matter for the 
Borough Council. 

Mr Phil Chapman, Youth Leader reported that there were now 40 young people 
involved each night and he was undertaking some street work. He had organised a 
day out for 20 shortly and would be taking a group to Germany too for a short sports 
exchange. As regards the shelter he had received some quotations. 
 



05/059  APOLOGIES 
 
There were no apologies. 
 
05/060  ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 
 
05/060.1 Cllr Mrs V Ayres proposed “That the tellers for the elections should 
be the Clerk and Deputy Clerk”. This was seconded by Cllr P. Lightfoot and 
passed. 
05/060.2 Cllr Beresford proposed and Cllr P. Lightfoot seconded a proposition 
“That Cllr Mrs V Ayres   be  elected as Chair of the Parish Council”. This was 
passed, there being no further nominations. 
05/060.3 Cllr Rawlings proposed and Cllr Mrs I. Hatton  seconded “That Cllr P. 
Lightfoot  be elected at Vice-Chair of the Parish Council”. This was passed, 
there being no further nominations. 
 
05/061  MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES AND 

REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
  
05/061.1 Allotments Committee  
  Cllrs Mrs I Hatton, Richmond and Taylor had expressed an interest in 
serving and it was proposed by Cllr Mrs V. Ayres  and seconded by Cllr Beresford  
“That these three Councillors be appointed to fill the three vacancies on this 
Committee”.  This was passed. 
 
05/061.2 Community Building  
  Cllrs Mrs V. Ayres, Mrs P. Hatton, Jackson, A. Lightfoot, P. Lightfoot 
had expressed an interest in serving and it was proposed by Cllr P. Hatton   and 
seconded by Cllr Taylor  “That these five Councillors be appointed to fill the 
vacancies on this Committee”.  This was passed. 
 
05/061.3 Employment Working Group   
  Cllrs  Mrs V. Ayres, Beresford, Bowd, Mrs P. Hatton,  A. Lightfoot, P. 
Lightfoot, and Mackinnon expressed an interest in serving on this committee and, 
following the withdrawal of Cllr Mackinnon Cllr Badham proposed “ That the six 
Councillors named should be appointed to fill the vacancies on this 
Committee”. This was passed. 
 
05/061.4 Planning  
  Cllrs Bowd, Mrs P. Hatton, Jackson, A. Lightfoot, P. Lightfoot and 
Taylor expressed an interest in serving as did Cllr Mrs V. Ayres who, then agreed to 
serve Ex Officio. Cllr Beresford proposed and Cllr Badham seconded a proposition 
ÒThat the six Councillors named be elected to serve on the Planning 
Committee”. This was passed. 
 
 
05/061.5 Playing Fields / Sports Field Committee   
  Cllrs Mrs V. Ayres, Beresford, Mrs I Hatton, Mrs P. Hatton, P. 
Lightfoot, Mackinnon and Richmond expressed an interest in serving and it was 
proposed by Cllr Mrs V Ayres    and seconded by Cllr  Jackson “That these seven 
Councillors be appointed to fill the vacancies on this Committee”.  This was 
passed. 
 



05/061.6 Traffic, Highways, and Footpaths 
           Cllrs. Bowd, Jackson, A. Lightfoot, P. Lightfoot, Lawrence Rawlings 

and Richmond and it was proposed by Cllr Mrs V Ayres   and seconded by Cllr Mrs 
P. Hatton  “That these seven Councillors be appointed to fill the seven 
vacancies on this Committee”.  This was passed. 

 
05/061.7 Best Value Working  

          Cllrs Mrs V. Ayres, Mrs I. Hatton, Mrs P. Hatton, A. Lightfoot, P. 
Lightfoot, Lawrence and Mackinnon expressed an interest in serving and it was 
proposed by Cllr Mrs V Ayres   and seconded by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton 
“That these seven Councillors be appointed to fill the seven vacancies on this 
Committee”.  This was passed. 
 
05/061.8 Cleeve Hill Board of Conservators   
  Cllrs Beresford Jackson P. Lightfoot and Taylor expressed an interest 
in serving and as there were only two vacancies an election was necessary. The 
first ballot eliminated Cllr Jackson  and elected Cllr P. Lightfoot. There was a ÒtieÓ for 
the second vacancy between Cllrs Beresford and Taylor and a further ballot elected 
Cllr Taylor. 
 
05/061.9 Police Liaison Group   
.  Cllrs Mrs I. Hatton and P. Lighfoot expressed an interest in serving 
and Cllr Beresford proposed with Cllr Badham seconding “That this Parish 
Council do elect these two Councillors to serve on the Police Liaison Group”. 
This was passed. 
 
05/061.10 Sports Hall Management Committee 
  Cllr Mrs V. Ayres proposed and Cllr P. Lightfoot seconded “That this 
Parish Council do elect Cllr Lawrence to serve as the Council’s representative 
on the Sports Hall committee”. This was passed. 
 
05/061.11 Tewkesbury Area Sports  
  Cllr Mrs P. Hatton proposed and Cllr P. Lightfoot seconded  a 
proposition “That this Parish Council do appoint Cllr Mrs V Ayes to represent 
the Parish Council on this committee”.  This was passed. 
 
05.061.12 Village Hall Management Committee   
  Cllr Mrs V. Ayres proposed and Cllr Mrs I Hatton seconded “That this 
Parish Council do elect Cllrs Mrs P. Hatton and Richmond to serve on the 
Village Hall committee as Council representatives”.  This was passed. 
 
05/061.13 Wingmoor Farm Recycling Centre Liaison  
  Cllr Jackson proposed and Cllr  Taylor seconded a proposition “That 
this Parish Council do appoint Cllrs Beresford and Mrs I Hatton to serve as 
the Council’s representatives on this Group “. This was passed. 
 
05/061.14 Financial Monitoring Officer 
  Cllr Mrs V Ayres proposed and Cllr Mrs P. Hatton seconded “That 
this Parish Council do appoint Cllr Mackinnon as Financial Monitoring Officer 
for the current Financial Year”. This was passed. 
 
 



05/061.15 Responsible Financial Officer 
  Proposed by Cllr Mrs I. Hatton  and seconded  by Cllr  P. Lightfoot  
“That Mr A. Cornish the Clerk, be appointed as Responsible Financial OfficerÓ.  
This was Passed. 
 
05/062  MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 7TH APRIL 2005 
 
Proposed by Cllr Badham and seconded by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton  “That the minutes 
of 7th April be adopted as a true record”.   This was passed. 
 
05/063  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 7TH APRIL 
 
05/063.1 As regards 05/057 Cllr Rawlings reported that he had spoken to the 
police but, whilst they will do all they can, there is a manpower problem. 
05/063.2 As regards 05/057 ( Grundon Appeal ) Cllr Rawlings proposed “That 
the Council should write to the Inspector seeking a Public Enquiry to include 
the Cory application, and seeking a full environmental and traffic 
assessment”. Cllr Mrs P. Hatton seconded this proposition which was passed, it 
being further agreed that Cllr Rawlings would liaiase with Cllr A. Lightfoot and the 
Clerk  in composing the letter. 
 
05/064  PLANNING AND LICENCES 
 
05/064.1 The minutes of the meetings of 12th and 26th April were noted as was 
the schedule of decisions received from Tewkesbury Borough Council since the last 
meeting. 
05/064.2 Cllrs asked various questions of Borough Cllr East who in replying 
advised the Council to ask for a Site Inspection if the Council wished Borough 
Councillors to consider a particular application as approaching 90% of all 
applications were now delegated to  Officers. 
 
05/065  TRAFFIC AND FOOTPATHS 
 
05/065.1 Cllr Rawlings updated the Council on a number of matters: 

• Station Road / Sandown Road:  Confirmed from correspondence that County 
Officials were satisfied that the proposed scheme would slow traffic down at 
this junction. 

• Bus Stop in Station Road near Priory Lane:  The site for these bus stops will 
be reviewed after the Station Road calming and County Officers have 
confirmed no stop will be moved without the agreement of County, Parish 
and local householders. 

• Tobyfield Road Build out:  The signage is wrong and the Clerk has agreed 
with the County Council that the circular give way sign will be turned through 
180 degrees. 

• School Road Build Out:  The existed temporary build out will be moved 
shortly to the other side of the road to gauge what effect that has on traffic. 
After that, County Officials will write to all house holders seeking views. 

• Cycle Link Gotherington / Bishop’s Cleeve:  Three options for a scheme in 
this respect exist and are held in the Parish Office. However, no funds are 
available at the present time. 

 
 
 



05/066 Playing Field and Play Areas 
 
05/066.1 The minutes of the meetings of 20th. and 21st April 2005 were noted. 
05/066.2 Cllr Rawlings congratulated the committee for providing such excellent 

facilities but was concerned on a number points. 
• Firstly was the bowling green ready to play on? Cllr Beresford advised that 

professional advice had been sought and the opinion was that, yes it was. 
• Secondly had the bowls pavilion been passed by the Fire Officer and was it 

insured? Cllr Beresford advised that the Fire Officer had not yet visited as the 
building had not been finished. Similarly the Parish had not, as yet, insured 
the building as this was the responsibility of the Contractor. 

( Note: At this point Cllr Sqdn. Ldr Foster left the meeting. ) 
• Finally, Cllr Rawlings was concerned that youths were gaining access to the 

five a side pitches. Cllr Beresford agreed there was a security issue but that 
this had now been addressed and the problem should not recur.  

• Cllr Rawlings reminded Members that the Football Club and the Colts were 
given discounts and wanted to know what they were doing. The football club 
gates were locked so no access could be gained to the five a side via the 
path and bridge. He felt that a caretaker should be appointed to undertake 
security and cleaning. Cllr Beresford agreed here too, that there has been 
some difficulties  and Òteething problemsÓ . The football club had been 
advising on the suitability of pitches for play during the winter. 

 
05/066.3 Cllr Bowd asked why the Cleevonians were turned away and was 
advised that the pitches were let on a Òfirst come first servedÓ basis and that there 
were not sufficient changing facilities for an additional team. However, the league 
had been asked to see if a change to the fixtures next year would help to 
accommodate a further team 
05/066.4 Cllr Lawrence asked  what the current position was regarding the 
Partnership agreement and was advised that progress was being made and when 
an agreed version was available it would be submitted to the CouncilÕs solicitor in 
the first instance and then to the Full Council for consideration. 
05/066.5 Cllr Mrs I. Hatton asked the position regarding the pollarding of the 
trees in Kate Lane Playing Field and was advised by the Clerk that the contract had 
been awarded but that the contractor was busy and the job would need to Òtake itÕs 
turnÓ with others. 
05/066.6 Cllr Beresford reported that the tree struck by lightening in Pecked 
Lane Playing Field would need to be removed according to a tree surgeon. A quote 
had been obtained and would go before the Sports Field Committee next week. The 
Clerk queried whether or not permission was required and Cllr Beresford undertook 
to speak to the Borough officer responsible. Cllr P.Lightfoot suggested that a new 
tree be planted and Cllr Beresford indicated that this would be put to the Sports 
Field Committee. 
05/066.7 Cllr Lawrence asked when the ruts in Nottingham Road play area 
would be repaired and the Deputy Clerk advised that the contractor is to return to 
effect this repair when the ground is dry. 
05/066.8 Cllr Rawlings asked if the Sports Field Committee had the funds for 
the new footpath now that the tenders were in and was advised by Cllr Mackinnon 
that this will be on the agenda for the next Sports Field meeting and that whilst 
funds were ÒtightÓ he felt that there were sufficient available. 
 
 



05/067  COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 
05/067.1 Update by Cllr Lightfoot. 
Cllr Mrs I Hatton said that the paved area by the door was a untidy and it was 
agreed that this was due to the Youth Club it will be considered at the next 
committee meeting. 
05/067.2 Cllr Lawrence felt that the planted area too was a disgrace and Cllr P. 
Lightfoot undertook to add this to the next committee meeting agenda 
 
05/068  CLERKÕS REPORT 
 
05/068.1 The clerk reported that he and the Deputy Clerk wished to attend the 
Zurich Insurance Safety seminar and  Cllr Beresford   proposed with Cllr Mrs V 
Ayres   seconding  “That this Parish Council do approve the expenditure of 
£90.00 being the fees in respect of the Clerk and Deputy Clerks attendance at 
a Zurich Safety Seminar”. This was passed. 
05/068.2 The Clerk drew the attention of the meeting to the date for the next 
NALC conference. This is to be held in Eastbourne on 23rd and 24th September 
next. 
05/068.3 The Clerk referred to the Borough Council seminars in respect of The 
Code of Conduct on the 1st and 6th June next.  An number of Councillors indicated 
that they would attend. 
 
05/069  DONATIONS 
 
05/069.1 Proposed by Cllr. Beresford    and seconded by Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton  
“That this Parish Council do make a donation of  £100.00    to Children with 
Leukaemia”   This was passed. 
05/069.2 The Youth Club had sought a donation of £6,000 to enable the Junior 
Club for 11 Ð 13 year olds to be re opened.  After some debate Cllr Beresford asked 
that this matter be deferred until the next meeting to enable him to research the 
position regarding the Borough grant. However, Cllr P. Lightfoot proposed  “That 
the Council do make a donation of £2500.00 as an interim payment  to be used 
to keep open the 11 – 13 age group, subject to it being able to be so spent”.  
This was seconded by Cllr Bowd and passed. Cllr Beresford will report next month. 
05/069.3 Cllr Beresford proposed and Cllr Mackinnon seconded “That this 
Parish Council do make a donation of £125.00 to the Gloucestershire Crime 
reduction Programme”. This was passed. 
 
05/070  FINANCE 
  
Proposed by Cllr Badham   and seconded by Cllr   Mrs P. Hatton “That the under 
mentioned schedule of payments be approved”   This was passed. 
 
Parish Office 
 
Bishops Cleeve Village Hall Hall Hire Jan Ð March  £   39.69 
Cotswold Solutions   Web Hosting    £   85.00 
Staples Ltd    Stationery    £   21.36 
Severn Trent Water   Office     £   13.97 
Cornish    Salary     £ 707.37 
Thomas    Salary     £ 589.64 
White     Salary     £ 377.06 



Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 760.56 
White     Reimbursement Expenses  £   38.72 
White     Mileage    £   63.13 
Gloucester Trust for Nature Conservation                                                                                              
(Standing Order in Force since 1992) Donation   £    15.00 
Npower    Office     £  112.28 
Cornish    Stamps etc.    £    62.56 
Ayres     ChairÕs Allowance   £    32.31 
BT     Office  674440   £  160.63 
I. Selkirk  FCA   Audit     £  150.00 
 
Sports Field 
 
Merlin Timber Frames Ltd  Stage Payment             £42739.87 
Parks and Grounds Machinery Mower Ð Bowls Club  £4903.28 
Npower    Sports Field    £  315.98 
Merlin Timber Frames  Stage Payment   £2482.06 
CCM     Interim Fees    £  740.25 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd  April Ð Pavilion   £  235.00 
Grimshaw Kinneer   Storage Unit Bowls Club  £1662.51  
Glason UK Ltd   Replacement Litter Bin  £ 132.94 
Macdonalds    Duplicate Keys   £   59.40 
Tewkesbury Borough Council Planning Bowls Pavilion  £ 440.00 
Merlin Timber Frames Ltd  Stage Payment                    £26950.74  
         
Community Building 
 
Gloucestershire County Council Rent Ð Community Building £  141.25 
Severn Trent Water   Water Rates    £  179.09 
Gurney    Salary     £  281.39 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £    79.20 
Npower    Electricity Account   £  374.43 
Domestic Goddesses  April Cleaning   £  200.00 
Stokes and Sons   Lock Repair    £    47.00 
Cleeve Building Supplies  Miscellaneous Repairs etc.  £    19.13 
Cornish    Re-imburseÕt re Window Cleaning £     9.00 
 
05/071 Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Bill 
 
Cllr Richmond reminded Members that this bill had become law last December and 
gave powers in respect of 

• Litter 
• Dog Fouling 
• Graffiti 
• Flyposting. 

Cllr Richmond indicated that he would update Members in due course. 
 
05/072  BOROUGH COUNCILLORSÕ REPORTS 
 
Cllr Richmond advised that the Local Plan will be considered shortly. 
 
 



05/073  COUNTY COUNCILLORÕS REPORT 
 
County Cllr Jones was welcomed to the Council by the Chair following his re 
election as County Councillor for BishopÕs Cleeve. He gave members a breakdown 
of the new Council and updated members on a number of issues including: 

• School Safety Zone Tobyfield Road mentioned earlier. 
• Dean Farm Ð Petition from local residents. 
• Cleeve School Ð new facilities manager was keen to improve things for the 

local community. 
• Concessionary Fares Ð Stagecoach had agreed to a trial period where TBC 

passes were valid on all routes before 9.00a.m. except the 94 and 10. 
• CADA and PCCM Meetings Ð issues of anti social behaviour in St. MichaelÕs 

Car Park raised with Police. 
 
There was a discussion on the reduction of officers based at BishopÕs Cleeve and it 
was agreed that the Clerk should write and ask the new Inspector to attend a 
Council Meeting. 
 
05/074  ANY OTHER IMPORTANT BUSINESS AT THE CHAIRÕS DISCRETION 
 
05/074.1 Cllr Jackson asked if there was any update regarding the land behind 
the Lidl store and the Clerk advised that he had not had any further communication 
from the Borough as yet. 
05/074.2 Cllr A. Lightfoot commented on the poor quality of the grass cutting in 
Voxwell Lane by the Borough Council. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at  10.05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
 
DATED THIS   2ND.         DAY  OF         June 2005 


