
Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council  

Held in the Village Hall on 3 r d March 2005  
 
Present:   
  Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres  ( Chair ) 
  Cllr. P. Badham  
  Cllr. Bowd 
  Cllr. Sqdn. Ldr. E. Foster 
  Cllr. Mrs I. Hatton 

Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton 
Cllr G. Jackson 
Cllr. P. Lightfoot 

  Cllr A. Lightfoot 
  Cllr. C. Lawrence 
  Cllr. A. Mackinnon  
  Cllr. P. Richmond 
  Cllr. Taylor 
 
Also Present: 
  Borough Cllr Mrs S. Hillier Richardson 
  County Cllr. Jones  
 
 
Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres opened the meeting by welcoming Cllr Jackson to the 
Council, this being his first meeting. 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
 
Phil Chapman, Youth Leader,  reported on the current position regarding a 
Youth shelter. He reminded Councillors that after an initial suggestion of 
having a shelter attached to the rear on the Community Building this was 
changed to the side of the building in view of fire escape considerations etc. 
However, following a further meeting with Shire Hall officials an alternate site 
close by at the library was now also under active consideration. He will keep 
the Council updated. 
Cllr P. Lightfoot thanked Phil for arranging the initial meeting which had been 
very useful. 
 
05/032  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Councillors Beresford and Rawlings.  Apologies 
were also received from Borough Cllr. East.  
 
05/033  MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 3RD FEBRUARY 2005 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton “That the 
minutes of the meeting of 3rd February be adopted as a true record”.  
This was passed. 



 
05/034  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 3RD. FEBRUARY 2005  
 
05/034.1 Cllr Taylor reported that he had delivered the VDS  to the 
Borough Council and received a receipt for it. 
05/034.2 There was some discussion concerning the exchange of letters 
the Clerk had had with the Chief Executive of the Borough Council with Cllr 
Taylor setting out once again the history of the documentÕs preparation 
stages. Cllr A. Lightfoot proposed “That the Clerk do write again to the 
Chief Executive asking for a copy of the advice offered to the VDS group 
as referred to in the Chief Executive’s letter together with a copy, when 
available, of the latest advice from officers”. This was seconded by Cllr 
Taylor and passed. 
05/034.3 Cllr P. Lightfoot referred to the recently published Newsletter 
and asked that the thanks of councillors should be noted to all those involved 
in itÕs publication. 
 
05/035  PLANNING AND LICENCES 
 
05/035.1 The minutes of the meetings of 8th and 22nd February 2005 were 
noted as was the schedule of planning decisions by Tewkesbury Borough 
Council received since the last meeting.  
05/035.2 Cllr Lawrence referred to an application in respect of Dean 
Farm, due to be considered by the Planning Committee on Tuesday next, and 
expressed disquiet as to the density of housing, in that it now features some 
200 houses as against originally some 135. General concern was expressed 
and Cllr A. Lightfoot invited members to view the plans in the Parish Office 
and give their thoughts on the subject to the Planning Committee members. 
05/035.3 Councillors considered a letter from Mr Chris Shaw, of 
Tewkesbury Borough Council enclosing an outline drawing of a possible use 
of the land to the rear of LidlÕs store. This would incorporate housing and 
some 38 car park spaces.  The following observations were made:- 

¥  Houses numbered 1, 2 and 3 would appear to be on Borough land 
which was designated solely for community use. 

¥ There was a wish to increase, if possible, the number of parking 
spaces. 

¥ It was pointed out that the entrance may need to have a roundabout as 
it was perceived that turning right into this area could present some 
difficulty. 

There was some discussion as to whether the parking would be free or paying 
and it was felt that there should be availability for long term parking for 
workers in the village, whether this be by a barrier operated system  or by 
some other means, perhaps with a season ticket system. 
Cllr Jackson had surveyed local residents and made the following 
observations: 

¥ There was some concern regarding a road directly to the rear of the 
existing properties Ð could some trees be planted as a screen. 

¥ Concern that  the car park would attract Òunruly elementsÓ. 
¥ The housing had received a guarded favourable response. 
Cllr P. Lightfoot proposed  “That the Parish Council do support, in 
principle, the proposals as set out in Mr Shaw’s letter subject to more 



detailed discussions”. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton and 
passed with seven in favour none against and six abstentions. 

 
05/036  TRAFFIC HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 
 
05/036.1 In the absence of Cllr Rawlings the Clerk reported that he had 
attended a meeting with County Officials and Cllr Jones to progress a request 
from the football club for an extension to the 30 m.p.h. limit along Kayte Lane. 
It had been suggested by the officer that it should be extended to a point 
some 100 yards past the bungalow on the Racecourse side of the football 
club. Members suggested that this limit could well be extended to the whole of 
Kayte Lane. Noting that this related to land in Southam Parish the Clerk was 
asked to convey the CouncilÕs thoughts, as set out,  to the County Council. 
05/036.2 The Clerk reported that he had had a meeting with County 
Highways regarding the footpath to be constructed in Cheltenham Road. It 
was confirmed that the question of the land ownership had been settled and 
that progress could now be made. The Clerk had asked County Highways to 
provide a specification for the work and the project would then be put out to 
tender. 
05/036.3 Cllr Lawrence felt that there should be yellow lines at the 
entrance to the sports field to prevent casual parking there of vehicles. It was 
pointed out that the sports field committee had been asked to consider the 
problem and had done so. The findings were that, whilst it was an irritant, no 
harm was being done at present and it had been agreed to take no action at 
this stage. After some further discussion on the subject Cllr A. Lightfoot 
proposed “That this Parish Council should adhere to the decision of the 
Sports Field Committee”. This was seconded by Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton and 
passed 
 
05/037 SPORTS FIELD AND PLAYING FIELDS. 
 
05/037.1 The minutes of the meetings of 2nd and 16th February were 
noted. 
05/037.2 Cllr Mackinnon updated members on a number of topics: 

¥ The bowling green was now Òrabbit proofÓ.  
¥ The new sectional bowls club house was due in the UK within the next 

10 days or so. 
¥ Bowling Club Ð lease yet to be drawn up. 
¥ A quote of some £1600 had been received to lower a manhole which 

would enable an additional full size pitch to be marked out. This too, 
would help in ÒrestingÓ pitches when wet etc. 

¥ 5 a side Ð power was now installed and the pitches should be handed 
over within the next two weeks. 

¥ Some ÒsnaggingÓ work had been undertaken at the pavilion. 
¥ On the subject of landscaping the committee was waiting to hear from 

EnTrust 
¥ The partnership agreement was still  Òwork in progressÓ. 

 
05/037.3 Cllr Lawrence noted that Mr Vining had been awarded the sports 
field contract and asked about the shrubbery. It was confirmed that C and C 
Landscapes had agreed to undertake this contract. 



05/037.4 Cllr Richmond asked who was managing the bowls clubhouse 
project and was advised that Mr Martin Hewitt of OÕBrien and Price was 
undertaking this work. 
05/037.5 Cllr A. Lightfoot asked what the position was regarding the 
samples of materials required to be agreed for planning purposes and was 
advised by Cllr Mackinnon that they had been submitted and, in response to 
further questions on the subject confirmed to Councillors that planning 
permission was held for the building, it was only the detail of materials etc 
outstanding. The Clerk advised that no planning permission was held in the 
Parish Office other than for the original metal building. 
 
05/038  COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 
05/038.1 The minutes of the meeting of 25th January 2005 were noted. 
05/038.2 Cllr Badham asked if the committee was attended by users and 
was advised that the After School club usually attended and that it was 
anticipated that Phil Chapmam  Youth Leader would attend in future. 
 
05/039 PARISH / COMMUNITY PLANNING Ð WHAT IS NEEDED IN THE 

COMMUNITY 
 
A letter had been received from the Borough Council asking for details of any 
plans for the local community which could be borne in mind when looking at 
106 monies. Councillors Òwish listÓ included the following: 

¥ Skateboard park 
¥ Extension to the youth and community building 
¥ New Parish Office Ð when is progress to be seen on this project? 
¥ Tithe Barn modernisation and accessibility project 
¥ Play area on the sports field. 
¥ More long term car parking spaces. 
¥ Swimming pool attached to the sports complex at Cleeve School. 
¥ Effective monitoring of Grundon and other waste sites in the area. 
¥ New additional Christmas lights. 

The Clerk was asked to convey this list to the Borough Council. 
 
05/040  CLERKÕS REPORT 
 
05/040.1 The Clerk reported on the various publications received. 
05/040.2 The Clerk reported on the audit seminar he had attended. 
 
05/041  FINANCE 
 
Councillors asked that, in future, accounts in respect of the Sports Field be 
shown separately. 
 
 
 
 
Proposed by Cllr. Badham and seconded by Cllr P. Lightfoot  “That the 
under mentioned schedule of payments be approved”  This was passed 
 



Parish Council 
 
Gloucestershire Media  Distribution of Newsletter  £  77.64 
Low Cost Cleaning   Cleaning Pavilion   £188.00 
Business Gas   Pavilion    £563.95 
Vining     Grass Cutting Etc. Sports field £734.38 
Vining     Grass Cutting Etc. Sports field £734.38 
Vining     Grass Cutting Etc. Sports field £734.38 
Vining     Grass Cutting Etc. Sports field £734.38 
Vining     Ditto Sports & Playing Fields £905.93 
Npower    Pavilion    £  61.70 
Merlin Timber Frames  Stage Payment                   £28183.97  
BT      674440    £149.76 
Npower    Office Account   £120.98 
Zurich Insurance   Insce re Bowling Green  £220.82 
Village Hall    Rents re Allotments   £  30.00 
Vining     Grass Cutting   £783.73 
Vining     Grass Cutting   £734.38 
Diocese of Gloucester  Rent  -  Allotments   £387.50 
Tewkesbury Printing Co. Ltd Printing Newsletter   £598.00 
The Ink Spot    Trade Directory Advert  £197:00 
BT      Re 676985    £  57.82 
White     Mileage February   £  68.68 
DBF Electrical   Repairs to Office outside light £  61.76 
Cornish    Salary     £705.94 
Thomas    Salary     £570.28 
White     Salary     £367.55 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £752.57 
Cornish    Re-imbursement purchases £  66.99 
      Mileage re Audit Seminar  £  19.70 
Low Cost Cleaning   Cleaning February   £188.00 
Horsleys    Office Rent                     £1175.00 
OÕBrien and Price   Professional Fees          £1069.25
     
Community Building 
 
Npower    Electricity Account   £348.09 
Stokes and Sons   Repairs lock Ð fire door  £  47.00 
Premiere Products   Cleaning Materials   £148.69 
Gurney    Salary     £361.29 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £110.83 
Gurney    Repairs and Replacements £  82.79 
Domestic Goddesses  Cleaning February   £160.00 
 
 
 
 
05/042  DONATIONS 
 



Proposed by Cllr  Taylor  and seconded by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton    “That this 
Parish Council make a donation of £100.00  to Cleeve Corale”   This was 
passed. 
 
05/043  TITHE BARN 
 
05/043.1 Cllr Richmond updated the Council  in that the Tithe Barn 
Committee had now received a copy of the CouncilÕs minutes regarding the 
proposed extension and were considering their options in the light too, of the 
Borough CouncilÕs refusal of planning permission for the proposed extension. 
It was suggested by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton that the Tithe Barn Committee should 
look for a less expensive and more realistic option and was advised that all 
options were being considered. Cllr. Lawrence expressed concern that large 
architectÕs fees had been incurred, underwritten by the Parish Council, 
without, apparently, the architect taking some advice from the Borough 
Council prior to drawing up plans as to what might be acceptable. 
05/043.2 Cllr Richmond drew the attention of Members to the urgent need 
for new committee members as the Tithe Barn Committee had lost a number 
of members recently and was advertising for replacements. 
 
05/044  BOROUGH COUNCILLORÕS REPORTS 
 
05/044.1 Cllr Richmond reported as follows: 

¥ The Borough budget was set at 5% 
¥ He urged as many Members as possible to attend the planning 

seminars in March. 
¥ He had attended the joint study group seminar regarding  the Regional 

Spatial Strategy and had found it a useful day. 
05/044.2 Cllr. Mackinnon advised that : 

¥ For the year 2006/2007 there was likely to be a shortfall of some £1.1M  
¥ The Borough Council was working to find ways of solving the pension 

deficit. 
¥ A green waste collection service would start in the Borough this 

summer with weekly collections of residual waste and a fortnightly 
collection of green waste. The existing  re cyclables  box  collections      
would continue as at present. 

 
At this point Cllr Sqdn.Ldr. Foster left the meeting. 
 
05/044.3 Cllr Mrs I. Hatton asked if plastics were to be included and was 
advised that it was proposed to re label the bulk glass skips for this purpose. 
05/044.4 Cllr Lawrence asked what the current position was regarding 
delegated powers to Officers. He was advised that it was Government policy 
to delegate some 90% of applications but that it was not proposed to grant 
Òsweeping powersÓ  as reported recently in the press. 
 
 
 
 
05/045  COUNTY COUNCILLORÕS REPORT 
 



County Cllr Jones  reported on a number of topics including: 
¥ Wingmoor Farm.  MRF refused and silo application withdrawn. 
¥ County budget set at 3.9% 
¥ Shaftesbury Ð office opened on 14th February. 
¥ Station Road bus stops Ð Derek Lewis was progressing. 
¥ Kayte Lane playing field Ð willows pollarded and gate repaired. 
¥ Cleeve School zone Ð he had written to local residents and received 

some feed back. 
¥ Brockhampton was being considered as a residents only zone to 

prevent a Òrat runÓ. 
¥ Other items included feasibility study for a crossing in Voxwell Lane, 

refuge in Stoke Road / Stoke Orchard Road. 
¥ With the New Sgt. in post the police strength was up to a sergeant and 

five officers with three PCSOÕs. 
 
05/046  ANY OTHER IMPORTANT BUSINESS AT THE CHAIRÕS DISCRETION 
 
05/046.1 Cllr P. Lightfoot extended his apologies for the period 21st March 
to end of April as he was working away. 
05/046.2 Cllr P. Lightfoot asked if the Clerk would arrange for the lights in 
the Parish Pump area to be repaired. 
05/046.3 Cllr Richmond referred to the continuing problem of vandalism at 
the Tithe Barn and Cllr Taylor undertook to take this matter up with the police. 
05/046.4 Cllr Mrs V. Ayres reported that she had received a number of 
complaints of cars racing around the village and, here too, Cllr Taylor agreed 
to report this to the police. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at   9.55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
 
DATED THIS   7TH    DAY OF           April                2005 


