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Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the  Parish Council  meeting  

h eld in the Village Hall on  
1 st  June 2006  commencing at 7.30pm.  

 
Present   
Cllr Mrs V Ayres  ( Chair ), Cllr M Beresford, Cllr C Bowd,  
Cllr Mrs I Hatton, Cllr Mrs P Hatton, Cllr G Jackson, Cllr A Lightfoot, 
Cllr P Lightfoot, Cllr C Lawrence, Cllr A Mackinnon, Cllr P Rawlings, 
Cllr P Richmond, Cllr M Taylor. 
 
Also Present 
Borough Cllr Mrs S Hillier-Richardson, 
County Cllr C Jones. 
 
Public Session 
Residents living close to Voxwell Lane, the suggested site for a new 02 mobile phone 
mast, registered their concerns about the proposal and specifically the likely road 
safety implications as it would obscure views for drivers.  Councillors explained that a 
meeting had been held with the agents for 02 and that they had agreed to reconsider 
the siting of the mast. They intended to arrange a “drop in” information session for 
residents before a final decision was made. 
 
Mrs J Fryer reported to councillors that she had recently attended seminars on behalf 
of SWARD at which the problems of incinerators and fly-ash were discussed.  Mrs 
Fryer expressed concern about the processes being used by Grundon Waste 
Management Ltd and urged the council to oppose the suggested extension of the life 
of the site beyond 2009. 
 
Cllr Mrs Ayres thanked Mr Alan Cornish, who was retiring from the position of Clerk 
to the Council, for the excellent work he had done and the service he had provided.  
She was pleased to record that Mr Cornish was staying on as RFO and Deputy 
Clerk.  She thanked Ken Thomas for accepting the post of Clerk. 
 
06/079 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Badham. 
 
06/080 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4 May 2006  
06/080.1 Cllr P Lightfoot asked that paragraph 06/064.5 be amended to record that 
Mr Phil Holder had been nominated by the Parish Council as representative on the 
Cleeve Board of Conservators.  Cllr Mrs I Hatton asked that paragraph 06/072.2 be 
amended to show that she had declared an interest and did not vote on this donation 
request. 
 
06/080.2  The above amendments were made and Cllr Mrs P Hatton proposed 
acceptance of the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting.  This was seconded 
by Cllr Beresford and agreed unanimously. 
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06/081 Matters arising from the minutes of the 4 May 2006 meeting 
06/081.1 Referring to paragraph 06/067.7, Cllr Taylor said that he had cleaned the 
bus shelter at Cheltenham Road as he had found it to be in an unacceptable state. 
 
06/081.2 The Clerk confirmed that the cost of by-elections had been passed on to 
Parish Councils [paragraph 06/067.1 refers].   
 
06/081.3 The Clerk outlined the timetable to be followed for a possible by-election to 
fill the councillor vacancy in Cleeve St Michael’s Ward.  Posters advertising the 
availability of nomination papers were on display in the Council’s notice boards and if 
an election was to be called it would be held on 6 July 2006.  He had been asked to 
inform Tewkesbury Borough Council whether the Parish Council wanted poll cards to 
be sent to voters.  Cllr Richmond proposed that cards be requested.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Mackinnon.  Cllr P Lightfoot suggested an amendment to the 
proposition that the production of cards should be subject to a maximum cost of 
£250.  Cllr A Lightfoot seconded the amendment which was rejected by the Parish 
Council.  Cllr Richmond’s proposal was put to the vote and this was rejected by six 
votes against the proposal and five in favour.  The Clerk would, therefore, inform 
TBC that poll cards would not be required. 
 
06/081.4 Cllr Lawrence referred to paragraph 06/069.3 and asked whether Cllr 
Mackinnon had made progress with the VAT enquiries relating to the Sportsfield.  Cllr 
Mackinnon reported that he had not yet spoken to the tax adviser. 
 
06/081.5 Cllr Lawrence asked whether the sportsfield committee had taken action to 
improve the deteriorating state of the parish pump garden.  Cllr Mackinnon said that 
he would comment on this later in the meeting when providing his progress report.  
 
06/081.6 The Council asked the Clerk to arrange for the Union Flag to be 
flown for the weekend of the village carnival and for the Cross of St George 
Flag to be flown for the period of the football world cup. 
 
06/082 Finance 
06/082.1Cllr Beresford proposed and Cllr P Lightfoot seconded that the following 
schedule of payments be accepted.  This was agreed by the Parish Council. 
 
 
Parish Office 
Commutaports Ltd  Repairs to Bus Shelter  Lynworth Rd £ 141.00 
BT    Re 674440     £ 140.14 
White    Mileage May     £   13.18 
BT    Re 676985     £   49.62 
Cornish   Salary      £ 936.17 
Thomas   Salary      £ 645.10 
White    Salary      £ 391.55 
Inland Revenue  Tax and NIC     £ 809.59 
Glos Trust for Nat Conservation 
    Subscription     £   15.00 
Severn Trent   Water – Office    £   50.59 
Staples   Stationery     £   65.61 
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Sports Field 
NPower   Electricity Pavilion    £ 167.67 
Grimshaw Kinear Ltd Retentions              £5381.62 
NPower   Electricity     £ 407.07 
MIH    Water Heater Pavilion   £   88.13 
Countrywide Farmers Gate sports field    £   69.99 
 
 
Community Building 
NPower   Electricity Account    £ 397.15 
Gloucestershire C C Rent      £ 141.25 
Gloucestershire C C Share of Gas     £ 123.92 
Domestic Goddesses Cleaning March  and April   £ 450.00 
Gurney   Salary      £ 353.78 
Inland Revenue  Tax and NIC     £ 103.94 
 
06/082.2  The Responsible Financial Officer presented the account for the year 
2005/6.  Cllr P Lightfoot proposed that ÒNoting that the Accounts for the Year 
2005/2006 had been subject to an Independent Internal Audit by Mr Iain Selkirk 
FCA, this Parish Council accepts and approves the Accounts for the Year 
2005/2006. The Statement of Assurance is approved by the Council and the 
Chair and Clerk are  authorized to sign the Accounts under Sections 1 and  2Ó  
This was seconded by Cllr Beresford and agreed unanimously. 

 
06/082.3 The Responsible Financial Officer advised that, in the light of the Annual 
General Meeting,  it was good practice to confirm the authorised signatories on the 
Bank Account for the following Council Year.  Cllr Beresford  proposed and Cllr 
Mackinnon seconded ÒThat the signatories to the Parish Accounts should 
remain unaltered. The signatories being Cllrs Mrs V Ayres, M Beresford, 
Mrs. P. Hatton, C Lawrence, P. Lightfoot, P Rawlings in respect of the Parish 
main account and Cllrs Mrs. P. Hatton, A. Lightfoot, P. Lightfoot and the 
Responsible Financial Officer, Mr A. Cornish, in respect of the Community 
BuildingÓ .  The proposal was agreed unanimously. 
 
06/083 Planning and Licences 
06/083.1 The minutes of the planning committee meetings held on 9 and 23 May 
2006 and the planning decisions made by Tewkesbury Borough Council since the 
last Parish Council meeting were noted. Cllr A Lightfoot drew the Council’s attention 
to the planning committee’s objections to the applications made for 12 Hemming Way 
[childcare/ day nursery] and Cory Environmental [export of surplus clay]. 
 
06/083.2 Cllr Lawrence asked whether planning permission was necessary for the 
change of use at 21 Church Road [Animal Magic].  Cllr Beresford agreed to follow up 
with TBC. 
 
06/083.3 Cllr Mrs P Hatton asked whether planning permission had been obtained for 
a nursery at 2 Hemming Way.  The Clerk was asked to discuss with TBC. 
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06/084 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths 
06/084.1 The minutes of the traffic committee meeting held on18 May 2006 were 
noted. 
 
06/084.2 Cllr Rawlings explained [a] that he and the clerk would be writing to the 
proprietor of the Fourbouys shop about the illegal parking on the pavement, [b] the 
diversions to be put in place as the result of the closure of Church Road for the 
carnival on 4 June and [c] that he would be meeting Mr R Waters of Gloucestershire 
Highways on 22 June 2006 to discuss a range of traffic issues. 
 
06/084.3 Cllr Richmond said he would be attending a road safety meeting in the near 
future and would be pleased to hear from councillors about any issues they wished 
him to raise. 
 
06/085 Sportsfield and Play Areas 
06/085.1 The minutes of the committee meeting held on 17 May 2006 were noted. 
 
06/085.2 Cllr Mackinnon reported that, although the sportsfield committee had 
approved a cost quote received from Elliott and Son Ltd for the resurfacing of the 
access road to the bowls club, he now considered that a full specification, which 
would take into account the drainage implications of the work, was required.  He, and 
Cllr Richmond, had inspected the site and had concluded that professional expertise 
would be required to address the problem of drainage.  Councillors agreed that the 
issue should be referred to the sportsfield committee. 
 
06/085.3 Cllr Mackinnon reported that Roots to Shoots, a Bishop’s Cleeve gardening 
company, had quoted for the work of weed clearance etc at the parish pump garden.  
The quote included the cost of laying a weed resistant membrane and top dressing 
with wood chip and had exceeded £1,000.  Tenders were, therefore required, in 
accordance with Standing Orders, before the contract could be awarded.  However, 
as the work needed to be done urgently, councillors agreed that weed clearance was 
the priority and that the company should be asked to provide a revised quote for that 
work only.  Additional work could be considered at a later date.  The clerk was asked 
to obtain a quote from the company and the Council delegated the approval of it to 
Cllr Beresford in the absence of Cllr Mackinnon. 
 
06/085.4 Cllr Taylor referred to the deteriorating appearance of the area of land at 
the entrance to the sportsfield.  Cllr Beresford said that this would be receiving 
attention within the next three weeks. 
 
06/085.5 Cllr Beresford reported that a new gate had been erected at the sportfield 
entrance to replace the gate which had been damaged some months ago. 
 
06/085.6 Cllr Lawrence asked about the Bishop’s Cleeve Football Club’s hire of the 
pavilion meeting room and Cllr Mackinnon reported that this had been an under-used 
asset which would now be generating an income of £3,000 per annum.  In response 
to a question from B/Cllr Hillier-Richardson, Cllr Mackinnon explained that the 
availability of the room had not been advertised because it had not been licensed 
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and because there were many other such rooms available for hire within the 
community. 
 
06/085.7 Cllr Lawrence asked about Mr David Walker’s proposal to manage the 
sportsfield and drew attention to the legal implications.  Cllr Mackinnon said that the 
suggestion was at an embryo stage and Mr Walker had been asked to submit a more 
detailed proposal. He described the likely advantages of the proposal to the Parish 
Council [e.g. financial and the availability of professional expertise] and said that 
community access would be guaranteed as part of the agreement. 
 
06/086 Community Building 
06/086.1 The minutes of the committee meeting held on 28 March 2006 were noted. 
 
06/086.2 Cllr P Lightfoot said that there had been a more recent meeting of the 
committee and that the minutes would be presented to the Council as soon as 
possible.  At that meeting the committee had discussed the acts of anti-social 
behaviour outside the Community Centre which were discouraging people from using 
the Centre and the Youth Club.  There had been a recent theft of money and keys 
from a parked car belonging to a regular user of the Community Centre.  Cllr 
Lightfoot had discussed the problem with the police. The clerk was asked to invite Mr 
Clapham, the Youth Club Leader, to attend the next meeting of the Council. 
 
06/087 Allotments 
06/087.1 The minutes of the committee meeting held on 10 May 2006 were noted. 
 
06/087.2 Cllr Richmond registered the thanks of the Tithe Barn Management 
Committee for the £200 donation towards the cost of the footpath across the Tithe 
Barn allotments. 
 
06/088 Regional Spatial Strategy 
06/088.1 C/Cllr Jones said that the consultation document would be published on 
6 June 2006 and that he would obtain a copy of the executive summary for the 
Parish Council.  This would be referred to the planning committee. 
 
06/089 ClerkÕs Report 
06/089.1 Councillors noted the list of publications received at the Parish Council 
Office since the last meeting and agreed that [a] Cllr Lawrence and Cllr A Lightfoot 
would attend the Parish Open Evening on 26 June 2006, [b] Cllr Ayres would attend 
the chairmanship training module 0n 20 July 2006, [c] the clerk would attend the 
Annual Updating Conference on 29 June 2006, [d] Cllr Richmond would attend the 
NALC Conference in Liverpool and [e] councillors would inform the clerk if they 
wished to attend the James Hopkins Trust reception on 23 June 2006.  
 
06/089.2 The clerk asked councillors for views on the street names suggested by 
TBC for the Deans Lea development.  Most were considered acceptable but 
councillors thought that Sunnycroft Road, Snowdrop Close and Tommy’s Lane might 
be confused with existing streets with similar names and the clerk was asked to 
inform TBC accordingly. 
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06/089.3 The clerk explained that he had received an invoice from the Youth Club 
requesting payment for expenses incurred in March 2006 and requesting an advance 
of £2,000 from the donation of £4,000 agreed at the December 2005 Parish Council 
meeting.  The clerk expressed his concern about the rather informal nature of the 
invoice and the lack of evidence to support the expenditure by the Youth Club.  
However, councillors were content that the donation had been properly agreed and 
that further justification was not required.  Cllr Beresford proposed that £2,000 be 
paid as soon as possible and that the remaining £2,000 should be paid in six months 
time.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P Hatton and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/090 Lease of the Parish Council Office 
06/090.1 The letters from John Ryde Commercial dated 11 May 2006 and Baileys 
Solicitors dated 23 May 2006 were noted by councillors.  Cllr P Lightfoot proposed 
that the revised terms be accepted subject to clarification of the condition relating to 
the car parking space.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P Hatton and agreed 
unanimously. 
 
06/091 Donations 
06/091.1 Cllr Taylor proposed that a donation of £100 be made to Cleeve Chorale.  
This was seconded by Cllr Beresford and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/092 Change of name from Parish Council to Town Council 
06/092.1 Cllr Richmond presented this item and suggested that the change of title 
would give Bishop’s Cleeve a higher profile, possibly improve access to additional 
funding and add to the status of the Council. 
 
06/092.2 Councillors agreed that residents should be given the opportunity to 
express their views on the proposal.  Cllr Lawrence would seek views by featuring 
the proposal in the Bishop’s Cleeve Newsletter and then, depending upon the 
response, the proposal would be put to the Parish Assembly. 
 
06/093 Borough CouncillorsÕ Reports 
093.1 Cllr Beresford reported that Wimpey and Co Ltd had registered a legal 
challenge to TBC’s Local Plan; specifically to Homelands Farm. 
 
093.2 Cllr Beresford said that he had been appointed as the TBC representative to 
the Regional Assembly and that he was now vice-chairman of two TBC committees 
i.e. Resources and Community/Economy. 
 
093.3 Cllr Richmond reported that [a] Cllr Mike Sztymiak had been elected as TBC’s 
new mayor, [b] he had attended a recent meeting with the police and that he had 
found the new inspector to be responsive to proposals and that changes were being 
implemented and [c] he had attended a mental health seminar recently and 
expressed his serious concern about funding cuts reducing access to mental health 
care. 
 
093.4 Cllr Mackinnon reported that he was the TBC representative on the Supporting 
People Partnership Board and explained that services for people with mental health 
problems and other disadvantaged groups were under severe pressure as the result 
of reduced funding. 
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094 County CouncillorÕs Report 
094.1Cllr Jones reported on a number of items including [a] Wingmoor Farm and the 
liaison group meting arranged for 20 June 2006, [b] the electricity cuts in the Furlong 
Lane area of Bishop’s Cleeve, [c] the 02 mast proposed siting at Voxwell Lane and 
his opposition to it, [d] his meeting with Rooftop Housing Association on 20 May 
2006, [e] flooding at Brockhampton and the Smith’s Roundabout, [f] the launch of the 
new D bus service and [g] the local Government Review. 
 
06/095 AOB 
06/095.1 Cllr P Lightfoot referred to a large pot-hole at the entrance to the car park in 
Bishop’s Drive.  Cllr Jones agreed to take the necessary action. 
 
06/095.2 Cllr P Lightfoot registered his concern about the increase in fly-posting in 
the village. 
 
06/095.3 Cllr Taylor asked for the Council’s opinion of the work done by community 
volunteers at the police station.  He was assured that they were held in high esteem 
for the excellent work they were doing. 
 
06/095.4 Cllr Jones thanked the Council for the use of the sportsfield for the Colts’ 
football tournament on 17/18 June 2006 and hoped councillors would be able attend. 
 
06/095.5 Cllr Rawlings said that he had not heard from the Tewkesbury MP in 
response to his letter about Post Office closures.   
 
06/095.6 Cllr Rawlings suggested that Police Inspector Murnaghan should be invited 
to the September or October Parish Council meeting as a follow up to the Parish 
Assembly. 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.25pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………. 
 
Dated this 6 day of July 2006   
 
   
   
 
 
 
 


