
Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council 

Held in the Village Hall on 7th July 2005 
 
Present:   
  Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres  ( Chair ) 
  Cllr. P. Badham  

 Cllr. Bowd 
  Cllr. Sqdn. Ldr. E. Foster 
  Cllr. Mrs I. Hatton 

Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton 
Cllr. G. Jackson 

  Cllr. C. Lawrence 
  Cllr. A. Mackinnon  
  Cllr. P. Rawlings 
   
Also Present: 
  Borough Cllr Mrs S. Hillier Richardson 
  County Cllr. Jones 
 
 
PRESENTATION BY DEPUTY CHIEF CONSTABLE CRAIG MACKEY AND INSPECTOR 
BRADLEY 
Cllr Mrs V. Ayres welcomed Deputy Chief Constable Craig Mackey and 
Inspector Bradley to the meeting and invited them to make their presentation 
regarding the proposed new Divisional Headquarters for Cheltenham and 
Tewkesbury. 
 
Inspr. Bradley  explained that the plans to relocate to a site adjacent to Smiths 
were well advanced and it was hoped to exchange contracts on the land 
shortly. Outline planning permission was now to be applied for and a full 
independent traffic impact survey had been undertaken. A further survey 
would also be undertaken after the building was in full operation – sometime 
around 2010. Whilst some 150 staff would be based in the building they would 
be arriving and departing from all directions and at different times with shifts 
etc. and little actual impact was anticipated. In response to a question from 
Cllr Mrs P. Hatton, concerned that elderly members of the public would not be 
able to visit the new police station, the Deputy Chief Constable agreed that 
they would look at all options of communicating with the building after the 
existing station closed including free phone links etc. 
 
In conclusion the Officers confirmed that there would be full public 
consultation. 
 
INSPECTOR ATKINSON 
Inspector Atkinson, the new Inspector at Tewkesbury was invited to address 
the meeting and he gave a brief resume of his experience to date and invited 
questions. There were a number of questions regarding the lack of a visible 
police presence in the village, with even the PCSO’s seldom in evidence of 



late. Cllr Rawlings asked that some urgent attention be given to the flouting of 
parking regulations in Church Road. 
In response to all the questions the Inspector indicated that calls were 
prioritised and that it was his role to ensure that staff were effectively 
deployed  on the more serious incidents. 
 
Mr CHRIS SHAW – TEWKESBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Mr Chris Shaw was then welcomed by the Chair and proceeded to bring the 
Council up to date on a number of topics:- 

¥ Laburnum Cottage  -  Hoped to place on the market in the very near 
future and that with the funds in place work on the Community Barn 
should commence in the autumn. He would visit again to discuss the 
way in which the Barn will be organised and run. 

¥ Parking in the Village  -  Funds had now been received from Tesco and 
he was close to an agreement with Bovis for the development of the 
land to the rear of the Lidl store. In essence it was anticipated that 
there would be some three blocks of flats and 40 long term parking 
spaces in addition to the new building for the cadets. He would need to 
consult with the Parish Council and others as to the length of parking 
permitted and he was able to confirm that the Borough’s own wardens 
would be able to “police” the car park effectively. He reminded 
Members that there were still some 7 spaces in the old Borough Car 
Park and asked for feedback in due course on the length of time per 
visit that was considered appropriate there. Cllr Rawlings agreed to 
bring this topic to the next traffic Committee. 

¥ Elm Tree, Beckinsales etc.  -  In response to questions he indicated 
that Bovis would like to produce a scheme here but that Tesco would 
not sell the Elm Tree at the present time. 

¥ Rear of the Tithe Barn  -  In response to a question from Cllr 
Mackinnon, Mr Shaw agreed that there were regularly a number of 
spaces at the rear of the Tithe Barn which could be let to produce an 
income. He had mentioned it to the Tithe Barn on several occasions 
but the committee did not wish to progress the idea. 

 
PUBLIC SESSION 
There were no questions from the public  
 
05/089  Apologies 
Apologies were received from Councillors Beresford A. Lightfoot P. Lightfoot. 
Richmond and Taylor. 
 
05/090  Minutes of the meeting of 2nd June 2005 
Proposed by Cllr. Mackinnon  and seconded by Cllr.  Badham ÒThat the 
minutes of the meeting of 2nd June 2005 be adopted as a true recordÓ.  
This was passed. 
 
05/091  Matters Arising from the Minutes of 2nd June 2005 
There were no matters arising. 
 
 
 



05/092  Planning and Licences 
05/092.1 The minutes of the meetings of 14th and 28th June were noted as 
was the schedule of decisions received from Tewkesbury Borough Council 
since the last visit. 
05/092.2 Cllr Badham asked if the site visit to Cleeveway Manor had 
taken place and Cllr Jackson confirmed that he had attended and made 
representations. It transpires that the Officers feel that to insist on the original 
specification would be pointless as it would be overturned on appeal and the 
whilst one house was some six feet six inches out of position, this too, was 
not considered material. 
 
05/093  Traffic Highways and Footpaths 
Cllr Rawlings updated Members on a number of topics:- 

¥ Station Road  -  Work will start on 11th July and take three months. 
There will be traffic lights and some temporary road closure periods. 

¥ School Road  -  The resident survey had proved inconclusive with 25% 
wanting a build out on one side and 25% on the other whilst 50% did 
not feel a build out was needed at all. However, 75% did have a 
perception of traffic moving fast and the County Officers were looking 
at ways of addressing this and would be writing to residents in due 
course in this respect. 

¥ Late Bus Services  -  With effect from 7th August there will be late 
busses to and from Cheltenham up to 11.00p.m. and this was 
welcomed by Councillors. 

 
05/094  Playing Fields and Play Areas 
05/094.1 The minutes of the meetings of 15th and 23rd June 2005 were 
noted. 
05/094.2 Cllr. Mackinnon reported on a number of topics:- 

¥ Vandalism in the new play area at Nottingham Road had caused the 
area to be closed to the public. An insurance claim had been submitted 
with the cost in the region of £900. 

¥ An opening event for the new pavilion etc. had been set for 20th August 
– hoping for a “big name” to perform the opening ceremony. 

¥ In response to a question he confirmed that he was working on a 
financial update but that he anticipated a shortfall of £15k 

¥ Entrust monies would be forthcoming for the soft landscaping but as 
the contract would be in excess of £10k standing orders determine that 
this work is put out to tender in the normal way. 

¥ A meeting has been arranged and will take place shortly with 
Grimshaw Kineer regarding the delays etc over the construction of the 
five a side pitches. It was hoped that some compensation could be 
negotiated. 

05/094.3 Councillors next considered the revised draft Partnership 
Agreement with the Colts and the Football Club and several Members 
expressed concern on a number of points. Cllr Rawlings felt that any review of 
the proposed 40% discount be brought to the Full Council for sanction and 
that it should be more clear in the document as should the arrangements for 
payment of repairs etc. Was this to be shared on the same basis?  Clr 
Mackinnon responded by indicating that the project had to be self funding. 
County Cllr. Jones, Chair of the Colts agreed that the document needed to be 



written so that there was no doubt as to the meaning of the document. After 
further discussion, when some Members felt that the document should be 
drawn up by solicitors and not “run past” the solicitor afterwards Cllr Jackson 
proposed ÒThat the CouncilÕs Solicitor be asked to produce a revised 
document and that this be brought back to the Full Council in due 
course for approvalÓ. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton and passed. 
With one abstention. 
 
05/095  Community Building 
05/095.1 The minutes of the meetings of 22nd March and 24th May 2005 
were noted. 
  
05/096  Clerk’s Report 
05/096.1 The Clerk reported on various correspondence received since 
the last Council meeting.  And in particular that the County Council in 
conjunction with the Railway were to tarmac the approaches to the crossing 
into Woodmancote and that the office block including the Parish Office was 
being auctioned off by Tesco. 
05/096.2 Attendance at the NALC Conference  -  It was agreed that Cllrs 
Rawlings and Bowd would represent the Council. 
05/096.3 Noting that the fridge in the office had failed an electrical safety 
test it was generally agreed that the Clerk could purchase a new fridge with 
the total cost in the region of £110 / 120. 
 
05/097  Donations 
The subject of a further donation to the Youth Club was deferred to the next 
meeting in the absence of Cllr Beresford who was to report to the Council on 
the Tewkesbury Borough Council position. 
 
05/098  Finance 
It was proposed by Cllr Badham and seconded by Cllr Jackson  ÒThat the 
undermentiond schedule of payments be approvedÓ. This was passed. 
 
Parish Office 
 
Horsleys    Rent     £1175.00 
John Hicks Associates  Inspection of Play Areas  £  170.26 
Cotswold Solutions   Support Visit    £    49.99 
Valley Roundabout Nurseries Plants     £    59.54 
JRB Enterprise Ltd   Dog Bin    £  182.13 
White     Mileage  June   £    95.95 
White     Re imbursement Expenses £    24.07 
Cornish    Salary     £  892.17 
Thomas    Salary     £  807.84 
White     Salary     £  442.82 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £1081.92 
Cornish    Expenses Incurred Re Imbursed  
     and mileage    £    95.81 
Horsleys    Service Charge   £  118.04 
Bishops Cleeve Village Hall Hall Hire    £    39.69 
 



Sports field 
 
Worcester Tools and Fixings Padlock 5 a side   £    23.50 
Stanley Partnership   Professional Fees   £1630.31 
MacDonalds    Keys 5 a side   £    27.00 
Severn Trent Water   Admin re Manhole in Sportsfield £  186.00 
Cleeve Fire Protection  Bowls Club Fire Protection  £  432.40 
Vining     Grass Cutting   £  954.89 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd  Cleaning Pavilion June  £  188.00 
Zurich     5 a side Insurance premium £2333.85 
Grimshaw Kinnear   Goal Posts Etc   £3369.90 
 
Community 
 
SPA Service    Appliance testing   £   58.75 
Premiere Products   Cleaning Materials   £   76.49 
Domestic Goddesses  Cleaning May   £ 160.00 
SPA Service    Repairs to Boiler   £   80.25 
Leader Systems   Fire Alarm Service etc.  £ 218.55 
Gurney    Salary     £ 348.80 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 103.35 
Domestic Goddesses  Cleaning June   £ 160.00 
Cornish    Window Cleaning   £     9.00 
 
05/099     Borough Councillors Reports 
Cllr Mackinnon mentioned the decision of the Borough not to collect green 
waste and, as a result the Borough is unlikely to meet it’s targets. Whilst there 
would have been a substantial grant in the first year some Borough 
Councillors were concerned as to the financial position in future years. The 
annual cost to run the collection service would be in the region of £400 / 500k 
 
05/100  Best Value 
05/100.1 The minutes of the meeting of 9th June 2005 were noted 
05/100.2 The Clerk was asked to provide a dog bin in Priory Lane by the 
way through to Station Road and he also indicated that he was, with the help 
of the Handyman compiling a map of existing bins. 
 
05/101  County Councillor’s Report 
County Councillor Jones reported on a number of topics including:- 

¥ Wingmoor Farm  -  The Cycle path to Stoke Orchard was of no 
practical use to the village, he preferred to see the funds employed on a track 
into Cheltenham. On another topic he had written to the Audit Commission in 
response to their criticism of the way the Grundon application had been dealt 
with. 
Concessionary Fares  -  Trial period now under way. 
CADA  -  Had stressed the importance of visible policing and had written to 
the Chief Constable in this respect. 
Dean farm  -  Petition from residents presented stressing traffic. 
Shaftesbury Housing  -  had written to Harj Lota re rumours about their future. 
Junior Citizens Event  -  Proved very successful. 
 



05/102  Any Other Business at the Chair’s Discretion. 
05/102.1 Cllr Rawlings wondered if the Council could finance it’s own 
PCSO. It was noted that this would need to be considered when the budget 
was set, but that there were a number of “on costs”. 
05/102.2 Cllr Jackson queried the large number of “A” boards in the 
village and was advised that it was possible to have them all removed but that 
this could not be done on a selective basis. 
05/102.3 Cllr Lawrence asked when the bunting and signs etc. regarding 
the excellent street carnival were to be removed. Cllr Badham  indicated that 
there had been problems but that he expected it to be removed in the short 
term. 
05/102.4 Cllr Mrs V Ayres announced that Mrs J. Fryer was resigning as 
Tree Warden and  thanked Mrs Fryer for all her work on behalf of the Council.  
Her replacement would be considered at the next Full Council meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
DATED THIS     1st   DAY  OF      September         2005 


