Bishop@ Cleeve Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held in the Village Hall on
Thursday, 5t January 2006.
Present:
Clir Mrs V Ayres ( Chair)
Clir P Badham
Clir M Beresford
Clir Mrs | Hatton
Clir Mrs P Hatton
Clir G Jackson
Clir C Lawrence
Clir A Lightfoot
Clir P Lightfoot
Clir A Mackinnon
Clir P Rawlings
Clir P Richmond
Clir M Taylor

Also Present:
Borough Clir Mrs S Hillier Richardson
County ClIr C Jones

Public Session
No members of the public attended.
06/001 Apologies

06/001.1 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C Bowd and
Sqgn. Ldr. E Foster.

06/002 Minutes of the meeting held on 1 December 2005

06/002.1 An amendment was made to paragraph 05/160.5 to show that
Tewkesbury Borough Council had requested a payment of £2,570 and not
£2,750. Clir Richmond then proposed acceptance of the minutes as an
accurate record of the meeting. This was seconded by ClIr Mrs | Hatton and
agreed unanimously.

06/003 Matters arising from the minutes

06/003.1 In response to a question from CliIr P Lightfoot, the clerk confirmed
that Mr P Clapham, the Youth Club Leader, had been informed that the Parish
Council had agreed to make a contribution towards the cost of his outreach
work but that a formal response had not yet been received from the County
Youth Service.



06/003.2 The clerk confirmed that the new St George’s Cross flag had been
received.

06/003.3 Councillors discussed the revised refuse collection service proposed
by Tewkesbury Borough Council and expressed concern about the lack of
consultation before the decision had been made to move to a fortnightly rather
than a weekly collection.

06/003.4 Borough Councillors explained that a weekly collection would still be
made but that waste for recycling and general waste would be collected on
alternate weeks. The aim was to increase recycling and reduce landfill waste
to meet government targets. Details were still being considered by the
Borough Council and special arrangements would be made for people living in
flats, older/disabled people and others in exceptional circumstances.

06/003.5 The Gloucestershire Echo had featured an item on the proposed
change but there was doubt about how residents would be informed [possibly
by the bin men]. Parish Councillors were anxious on behalf of residents who
they knew would be unhappy about the reduced service. They were also
concerned about a decision which affected Bishop’s Cleeve residents being
made without reference to the Parish Council. Councillors had, therefore,
been denied the opportunity to represent the views of residents.

06/003.6 CliIr P Lightfoot proposed “that TBC be informed of the Parish
Council’s concern about the lack of consultation before the decision had been
made on the revised refuse collection service and that the changes should not
be implemented until the Parish Council had received an explanation of the
consultation process and given the necessary time to submit objections”. This
was seconded by Clir Mrs P Hatton and agreed by 10 votes in favour and 3
abstentions.

06/003.7 Clir Mackinnon provided feedback on the Gloucestershire Charter
meeting he had attended on behalf of the Parish Council on 12 December
2005. There was now a consultation period and he explained that a copy of
the charter was held at the Parish Council Office.

06/004 Planning and Licences

06/004.1 The minutes of the planning committee meeting held on
13 December 2005 and the list of planning decisions made by Tewkesbury
Borough Council since the last Parish Council meeting were noted.

06/005 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths

06/005.1 ClIr Rawlings referred to [a] the new bus timetable for service 527
Gotherington/Woodmancote/Cheltenham, copies of which had been given to
councillors, [b] the speed bumps at Station Road and outside the Lidl store
which conformed to national standards and would not be changed by
Gloucestershire County Council, [c] plans and funding for the Cheltenham
Road footpath had been approved and the contractor had been instructed to



start the job and [d] Gloucestershire County Council had agreed to
improvements on the footpath and road surface at Meadoway and, if funding
permitted, on the grass verges at the Barracks Square.

06/005.2 ClIr Beresford asked about the footpath across the railway line. Clir
Jones said that the County Council were following up with GWR and that he
was hopeful that the required work would be done soon. Clir Jones said that
GWR had written to explain that the path was not an official right of way and
that he would ask for evidence to support that claim.

06/006 Sportsfield and Playing Fields

06/006.1 The minutes of the Sportsfield Management Group meeting of 13
December 2005 were noted.

06/006.2 ClIr Mackinnon provided an update on progress since the meeting
and estimated the sportsfield’s likely expenditure and income for 2005/06.
Expenditure for this first year of operation was forecast to be £29,000.

Income was likely to be £14,000. More usage of the artificial surface was
necessary to generate increased income and Clir Mackinnon was hopeful that
2006/07 would see improvements and that the figures would be nearer those
forecast in the business plan.

06/006.3 In response to a question from ClIr Ayres, Cllr Mackinnon said that
the floodlights at the artificial surface had not yet been adjusted. He hoped
the work would be done soon and within the original contract price.

06/006.4 Clir Badham asked about access to the bowls club. He was
informed that the access road would be resurfaced when funding became
available and that yellow lines would be painted at the entrance to the road to
discourage inconsiderate parking. A no-parking sign had already been
erected. He was also informed that bowls club members would be allowed to
resurface the road if they had the means and funding to do so.

06/006.5 ClIr Rawlings referred to the parish pump/garden area,an attractive
area appreciated by residents, which he said was being ruined by mindless
vandalism. ClIr Rawlings said that plants were being pulled out of the ground,
motor bikes used within the garden and unsightly litter left there and at the
entrance to the Parish Council Office. The clerk said that he had asked the
Parish Council’s maintenance worker to give priority to that half of the garden
which would not be affected by the building of the new community barn.

06/007 Community Building

06/007.1 The minutes of the committee meeting of 22 November 2005 were
noted.

06/007.2 CliIr P Lightfoot responded to question about the broken window at
the Community Centre and the new chairs which had been ordered but not
yet received. He explained that the committee would take the opportunity to



request progress reports from Mr Clapham [who attended committee
meetings] on the use made of, and the results obtained from, the Parish
Council’s financial contribution towards his outreach work. The clerk agreed
to alert Mr Clapham to this request.

06/007.3 ClIr Badham thanked the committee on behalf of the Chamber of
Commerce for the use of the community centre for their traditional Christmas
event.

06/008 Proposal to twin with Roquefort les Pins

[Roquefort les Pins is a village in the South of France about 22 km from Nice. It has
a population of 5,300. Representatives of the village visited Bishop’s Cleeve recently
and the twinning proposal resulted from that visit.]

06/008.1 ClIr Mrs Ayres said that the Parish Council had been asked to act as
a point of contact for groups such as schools, choirs and sports teams who
wished to make exchange visits etc and to publicise the opportunity to do so
in the Parish newsletter and website. This would be no more than a liaison
role for the Parish Council and would not involve the Council in substantial
costs. Clir Mrs Ayres proposed that the Parish Council should agree to act as
the point of contact. This was seconded by ClIr P Lightfoot and agreed [12
votes in favour and 1 abstention].

06/009 Clerk@ Report

06/009.1 The clerk reported that Mr R A Fahey of Stoke Road had kindly
donated his painting of the parish pump/garden area to the Parish Council
Office. The clerk had written to thank Mr Fahey.

06/009.2 The clerk informed councillors of [a] the Cheltenham Partnership
stakeholder meeting on 30 January 2006, [b] the unification of the
Gloucestershire Registration Service; details held at the Parish Council Office,
[c] Tewkesbury Borough Rural Affordable Housing Forum on 25 January
2006, [d] an equality event at Shire Hall on 24 January 2006, [e] the Police
and Community Consultative Meeting on 17 January 2006, [f] Tewkesbury
Borough Local Plan to 2011 Third Proposed Modifications held at the Parish
Council Office and [g] that ACC M Matthews of Gloucestershire Police would
attend the Annual Parish Assembly on 10 April 2006.

06/009.3 The clerk received application forms to attend GAPTC training
courses from Clirs Mrs V Ayres, G Jackson, A Lightfoot and P Lightfoot. The
total cost of the courses was £165.00. Clir Beresford proposed that this
expenditure be authorised. This was seconded by ClIr Richmond and agreed
unanimously.

06/010 Maintenance of Bishop® Cleeve Churchyard
06/010.1 Tewkesbury Borough Council’s Housing and Environment

Committee had asked the Parish Council to take over the responsibility for the
maintenance of the closed churchyard at St Michaels and All Angels Church.



06/010.2 Following a discussion of the request, Cllr Jackson proposed that
the offer be declined. This was seconded by CliIr A Lightfoot and agreed. [10
votes in favour and 3 abstentions from the Borough Councillors who had

declared an interest.

06/011 Finance

06/011.1 ClIr Beresford proposed that the following schedule of payments be
approved. This was seconded by Clir Badham and agreed unanimously.

Parish Office

Staples

HM Customs and Excise
Staples

John Ryde Commercial
Cornish

Thomas

White

Inland Revenue

J. Vining

J.Vining

BT

Homeguard Security
Hampshire Flag Company
White

Cornish

Bishop’s Cleeve Village Hall

Sports Field

Low Cost Cleaning

CCM

Stanley Partnership

D.A. Cook (Builders ) Ltd
Cleeve Colts Football Club
British Gas

Community Building

Domestic Goddesses
Premiere Products
Gurney

Inland Revenue

Rosehill Furniture Group

Stationery

VAT re November
Stationery

Rent

Salary

Salary

Salary

Tax and NIC

Grass Cutting etc. Oct
Grass Cutting etc. Nov
Broadband

Annual Service Office Alarm
Cross of St. George Flag
Mileage and Expenses
Expenses re-imbursed
Hall Hire

November
Professional Fees
Professional Fees
Final Payment
Photographs
Pavilion

Cleaning November
Cleaning Materials
Salary

Tax and NIC

Chairs

£ 35.40
£ 6.73
£ 66.85
£1175.00
£764.08
£593.73
£371.62
£693.14
£954.89
£783.34
£158.62
£ 38.00
£ 64.86
£ 68.18
£ 44.38
£ 39.69

£ 188.00
£105.75
£ 587.50
£21530.01
£ 30.00
£155.40

£ 160.00
£ 61.76
£ 339.84
£ 99.22
£2464.12



06/011.2 ClIr Mackinnon presented the budget and precept recommendations
for 2006/07 which had been copied to councillors with the meeting agenda.
Following minor amendments made to the figures Clir Richmond proposed
acceptance of the budget and a precept of £123,000. This was seconded by
Clir Beresford and agreed by the Council; 11 voted in favour and 2
abstentions. Revised figures to be submitted to TBC attached as appendix 1.

06/012 Borough CouncillorsCReports

06/012.1 Borough Councillors reported that TBC’s Housing Dept. was to be
inspected by the Audit Commission in week-commencing 16 January 2006.
They were hopeful that a good report would be obtained. Shaftesbury
properties in Bishop’s Cleeve would be visited as part of the audit.

06/012.2 ClIr Richmond reported that the emerging spatial strategy was
available on the internet.

06/012.3 ClIr Lawrence asked Borough Councillors to take the appropriate
action to clear the watercourse at Finlay Way. The stream was full of litter
and residents had reported seeing rats. TBC was no longer employing a pest
control officer but Borough Councillors agreed to make the necessary
arrangements.

06/013 County Councillors Report

06/013.1 ClIr Jones explained that Rooftop Housing Group had been selected
as the preferred partner to manage the homes previously managed by
Shaftesbury Housing Group. He also spoke about the school review
recommendation which will be considered by GCC'’s cabinet in February and
the Wingmoor Farm planning application for the MRF which will be taken by
the planning committee on 16 March 2006. ClIr Jones said that GCC had
agreed to contribute £750.00 towards the additional cost of constructing the
Cheltenham Road footpath

06/014 AOB

06/014.1 ClIr Jackson asked about progress with the grant application for the
Community Barn/new Parish Council Office. ClIr A Lightfoot said that she had
spoken to Gloucestershire County Council who had requested more detailed
information to support the proposal before a formal grant application could be
made. ClIr Lightfoot would be asking TBC to provide the necessary detail.

06/014.2 ClIr Taylor asked that the VDS should be placed on the agenda for
next month’s meeting.

06/014.3 ClIr Badham said that the next meeting of the Carnival Committee
had been arranged for 11 January 2006 and that Parish Councillors were
welcome to attend. ClIr Ayres said that the committee may wish to note that
the Tithe Barn would be celebrating its 50 anniversary later in the year.



06/014.4 ClIr Richmond expressed his concern about vandalism in the village
over the Christmas holiday. He said that a group of about 20 youths seemed
to be responsible and that damage had been caused at the Tithe Barn and at
Stoke Road. Other councillors agreed and made reference to litter in the
village. ClIr Richmond thought that part of the problem was the inadequate
policing in the village and proposed that the Parish Council should write to the
Divisional Commander. This was seconded by ClIr Jackson and agreed
unanimously.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm

Signed

Dated this 2™ day of February 2006



