
 BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council  

Held in the Village Hall on 6 t h January 2005  
At 7.15 p.m.  

 
Present:   
  Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres  ( Chair ) 
  Cllr. P. Badham  
  Cllr. M. Beresford 
  Cllr. Sqdn. Ldr. E. Foster 
  Cllr. Mrs I. Hatton 

Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton 
  Cllr. P. Lightfoot 
  Cllr A. Lightfoot 
  Cllr. C. Lawrence 
  Cllr. A. Mackinnon  
  Cllr. P. Richmond 
  Cllr. P. Rawlings 
  Cllr. Taylor 
 
Also Present: 
  Borough Cllr. East 
  Borough Cllr Mrs S. Hillier Richardson 
  County Cllr. Jones 
 
 
The meeting opened with the Chair extending best wishes for the new year to all 
present. 
 
Cllr Mrs V. Ayres then called on two of the three candidates who had applied to fill the 
vacancy on the Parish Council to introduce themselves , namely Mr R. Broady and Mr 
G. Jackson . The third candidate Mr Hamman was not present. 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
 
There were no members of the public present at this time. 
 
05/001 Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Bowd. 
 
05/002 Minutes of the Meeting held  2nd. December 2004 
 
After a number of small amendments as detailed in the minutes concerned it was 
proposed by Cllr  Richmond and seconded by Cllr. P. Lightfoot  “That the minutes of 
2nd. December 2004 be accepted as a true record”.  This was passed. 
 
05/003 Matters arising from the 2nd December 2004 Minutes 
It was agreed that the Clerk should invite the new Youth Leader to introduce himself to 
the Council at a future meeting. 
 
 



 
05/004 Co-option of a New Member 
 
As indicated above, three members of the public had responded to the advertisements 
notifying a vacancy on the Parish Council namely Mr Robert Broady, Mr C Hamman 
and Mr G. Jackson. The Clerk referred to the rules of election and reminded 
councillors that a successful candidate must has an absolute majority vote of those 
present and voting.  Cllr Beresford  proposed   and Cllr Lawrence seconded a 
proposition “That this Parish Council do appoint the Clerk and Deputy Clerk as 
tellers in respect of the voting to fill the casual vacancy”. This was passed. 
After the first vote the tellers advised that Mr Hamman had received the lowest number 
of votes but there was no overall winner. A second ballot took place between Mr 
Broady and Mr Jackson in which Mr Jackson was successful. The Clerk was to write 
and advise Mr Jackson and arrange for the necessary advice to the Borough Council 
and for the various documentation to be completed. 
 
05/005 Planning and Licences 
 
05/005.1 The minutes of the meeting of 14th December 2004 were noted as was 
the schedule of Tewkesbury Borough Council decisions received since the last 
meeting 
05/005.2 Cllr Lawrence asked what the reasons were for two applications objected 
to by the Council being approved by the Borough. Borough Cllr East advised that these 
particular applications had not come to the Planning Committee but had been dealt 
with by Officers as was government policy. Cllr Beresford felt that there was a clear 
matter of policy in respect of one application, namely 1 Bregawn Close as it, he felt, 
created a precedent. After some discussion it was agreed that the Deputy Clerk would 
obtain the reasons for the permission being given and make this available to the 
Planning Committee. 
05/005.3 Cllr Taylor reported that he had only received an acknowledgement to his 
letter regarding the V.D.S. but had now received a letter from the Urban Design Officer 
of the Borough Council setting out a number of objections to the document. He was 
now trying to arrange a meeting of the group with this officer as an urgent matter. 
05/005.4 With no response to our letter regarding car parking in the village the 
Clerk was asked to “chase” the Borough Council for a response. 
 
05/006 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths 
 
05/006.1 Church Road  -  Cllr Rawlings referred to correspondence received from 
County Highways regarding the proposed closure of Church Road on 5th June next in 
respect of the carnival. He expressed disappointment that the Carnival Committee had 
not approached the Traffic Committee in this respect. Cllr Badham apologised for this 
oversight and explained that it was hoped to hold a street market etc. on that Sunday 
instead of the usual full carnival. After some discussion regarding access to the 
church, bus routes etc. Cllr Beresford proposed “That the Parish Council do agree 
to the closure requested”. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P Hatton and passed. 
05/006/2 Accident Tobyfield Road / Dale Walk  -  Cllr Rawlings referred to an 
article in the Echo regarding a accident which had occurred near this junction some 
months ago and, whilst he had been correctly quoted, he did wish to make it clear that 
the Traffic Committee had not been approached by the parents, nor had anyone 
contacted the Parish Office. County Cllr Jones advised that he had spoken to the 
parents concerned and explained that there was to be some traffic calming near the 
school which he hoped would reflect along Tobyfield Road. He further indicated that he 



would present any petition he received to the County Council. Cllr Beresford, whilst 
acknowledging the accident, said that the Council should not over react to  a “one off” 
situation. 
05/006.3 Cllr Rawlings updated Councillors on a number of other matters: 

¥ School Road – A meeting had been held with residents and the County Council 
Officials  and he reported on the full minutes ( held in the Parish Office ). It had 
been agreed to construct a temporary build out to ascertain the effect on traffic 
in the road. A further review would be undertaken after the Station Road 
scheme had been put in place to gauge  any effect this would have on traffic in 
School Road. 

¥ Stagecoach  -  He reported on the response the Council had received following 
the meeting with Mrs Allman Operations Manager and he highlighted the fact 
that Stagecoach were hoping to commence an evening service to the village in 
the autumn.. There was some further discussion regarding the use of Bus 
Passes particularly before 9.00a.m. but it was acknowledged that passengers 
from Bishop’s Cleeve could use their pass at any time. 

¥ Advisory Lorry Map for Gloucestershire  -  The Council had received, Cllr 
Rawlings reported,  a map setting out the preferred routes for through traffic 
and, as far a Bishop’s Cleeve was concerned, this entailed the use of the By 
pass. The full map was available in the Parish Office. 

¥ Speed Limits  -  A 30 M.P.H. limit had now been agreed for Brockhampton and 
for Cheltenham Road from the Smith’s roundabout to a point approximately 
adjacent to the Tithe Barn. 

05/006.4 Cllr Badham asked if there had been any progress as regards 
illuminating the posts at the crossing in Church Road. Cllr Rawlings advised that this 
was due shortly and the delay had been down to sub contractors of the County Council 
05/006.5 Cllr Taylor asked that all pavements in the village be swept by the 
Borough Council as he felt that they were in a poor state. However, this did not find 
favour with other Members. 
 
05/007 Playing Fields and Play Areas 
 
05/007.1 The minutes of the meeting of 15th December 2004 were noted 
05/007.2 Cllr Mackinnon updated members as follows: 

¥ The grass areas were now getting good use. 
¥ The had been a delay in getting Npower to connect the electricity for the five a 

side pitches but this was now schedules for 17th January. 
¥ The tendering process was under way for the Bowls Clubhouse and he hoped 

the Council would receive three tenders in due course 
05/007/3 Cllr Beresford advised that The British Heart Foundation wished to use 
the Playing Field on the 14 /15th May as the base for their usual annual sponsored bike 
ride. This was agreed on the usual free of cost basis. 
05/007.4 Cllr Richmond asked the current position regarding the grounds 
maintenance contract and was advised that the deadline for receipt of tenders was 31st 
January and that there had been a lot of interest. 
05/007.5 In response to a further question as to the position regarding the footpath 
required as part of the bowls planning permission, Councillors were advised that there 
were still some issues regarding land ownership and drainage to be resolved. County 
Cllr Jones agreed to follow this up with County officials. 
05/007.6 Cllr Rawlings raised the subject of the proposed “Partnership Agreement” 
with the Football Club and the Colts and asked what the true cost of the discount 
proposed was to the Council He further questioned whether the fact that, as drafted, 
the agreement and discounts were “in perpetuity” Cllr Mackinnon advised that and 



approximate cost to the Council was some £4/6000 per annum but that it must be 
remembered that, without the involvement of both organisations, the Football 
Foundation bid would not have succeeded. Nevertheless, he agreed that the Clerk had 
suggested that there be a review after a period of time. A full discussion followed with 
Councillors querying, amongst other matters, the effect on the business plan of these 
discounts, the true value being received, Cllr A Lightfoot felt strongly that any such 
agreement should be drawn up by solicitors and set out the obligations and 
responsibilities of all parties  with a review on an annual basis. She proposed “That 
this Parish Council do submit a draft Partnership Agreement to the Council’s 
solicitor with a request that he draw up a legal contract which sets out the rights 
and responsibilities of all parties with review dates. The document should  detail 
how the agreement could be determined if any party to it so wished. The draft 
document to be brought back to the full Parish Council in the first instance by 
the Sports Field Committee”. This was seconded by Cllr Badham and passed. 
05/007.7 Cllr Rawlings asked if anyone was present at the pavilion to ensure that 
there was no damage to the building when it was being used. He was advised that, as 
is common in a number of other similar circumstances, the team mangers have keys 
and assume responsibility for the building. In any event this aspect is covered in the 
hire agreement. 
 
05/008 Community Building 
 
05/008.1 The minutes of the meeting of 23rd November 2004 were noted. 
05/008.2 As noted above, the Clerk is to approach the new Youth Leader when he 
takes up his duties later this month and invite him to meet the Council 
 
05/009 Public Amenities 
 
05/009.1 It was reported that the pole to accommodate the Christmas lights had 
been concreted in this year and Cllr Beresford proposed “That this be accepted as a 
permanent feature”. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P Hatton and passed. 
 
05/010 ClerkÕs Report 
 
05/010.1 The Clerk reported on the various publications received and held in the 
Parish Office. 
05/010.2 The Clerk reported that, following a complaint from a resident of Pagets 
Road he was re locating a litter bin to Pagets Road adjacent to it’s junction with Two 
Hedges Road. 
 
05/011 Finance 
 
05.011.1 Cllr. Beresford proposed and Cllr  Badham seconded “That the under 
mentioned schedule of payments be approved”. This was passed. 
 
Parish Office 
 
Action Pest Control Ltd  Pest Control Sports Field  £ 352.50 
Complete Construction Management 
     Interim Fees    £1269.00 
D A Cook Builders Ltd  Stage Payment                     £74465.62 
Glasdon UK Ltd   Litter Bin Bishop’s Drive  £  123.44 
Homeguard Security  Alarm Service   £    35.00 



Business Furniture Direct  Tables and Chairs – Pavilion £1153.38 
Horsleys    Office Rent    £1175.00 
Wicksteed Leisure   Nottingham Rd Play Area          £25888.55 
Baileys    Professional Fees re Bowls Club  £ 293.75 
Gloucestershire Media  Tender Advert    £   70.21 
Communtports Ltd   Repairs Shelter – Church Rd  £ 195.05 
Tewkesbury Borough Council Share replacement Dog Bin  £ 167.41 
Gloucestershire Echo  Tender Advertisment  £  140.41 
Cornish    Salary     £  679.32 
Thomas    Salary     £  542.76 
White     Salary     £  383.28 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £  726.40 
Tewkesbury Borough Council Footpath The Withers  £1635.94 
Booker Cash and Carry  China etc.    £  382.94 
Currys     Microwave    £    89.99 
Ayres     Christmas Party Expenses  £  143.26 
DBF Electrical   Share of Christmas Lights  £  881.25 
Npower    Pavilion    £  400.25 
Cornish    Stamps Window Cleaning etc. £    56.99 
 
Community Building 
 
Gurney    Salary     £  312.81 
Inland Revenue`   Tax and NIC    £    88.99 
Domestic Goddesses  Cleaning December   £  160.00 
Cornish    Reimbursement Expenses  £      9.00  
 
05/011.2 The revised draft budget schedule was presented to councillors. Cllr 
Richmond asked that Council consider including in the precept  an amount for the 
Tithe Barn as the plans etc. were proving costly, particularly as  it was now necessary 
to re think the plans in the light of the recent Parish Council meeting. However, after 
some discussion this view did not generally find favour and Cllr P. Lightfoot  proposed  
and Cllr  Beresford seconded  “That the budget schedule as proposed  be 
approved and adopted”. This was passed. The Clerk was instructed to advise 
Tewkesbury Borough Council of the 2005/2006 budget and precept of £119,000. 
 
05/012 Tithe Barn Development 
 
05/012.1 Proposed by Cllr Beresford and seconded by Cllr Mrs P Hatton “That the 
Minutes of the Working Group to consider the proposed extension of the Tithe 
Barn dated 1st December 2004 be adopted as a true record”. 
It was noted that there had not, as yet, been any response from the Tithe Barn 
Committee other than an e-mail from Mr Beattie. It was noted that the minutes had not 
been sent to Mr Beattie but that his e-mail accurately reflected the meeting. The clerk 
would now e-mail a copy of the approved minutes to him. Cllr Richmond confirmed that 
the Tithe Barn Committee had met and would respond in due course. 
 
05/013 Annual Parish Assembly 
 
05/013.1 After some discussion as to venue and date Cllr A. Lightfoot proposed 
“That the Annual Parish Assembly should be held in the Community Centre this 
yearÓ. This was seconded by Cllr Badham and passed. 



05/013.2 The date proposed and generally accepted was Monday 11th April at 7.30 
p.m. It was agreed that the Clerk should invite Dr Jean Tyler of the Primary Care Trust 
to speak at the meeting on the topic of “The Protection of Public Health”. 
 
05/014 Borough CouncillorÕs Reports 
 
05/014.1 Cllr Richmond reported that the Borough Council had  been awarded 
Accredited Centre status from the Institute of Customer Services. 
05/014.2 Cllr Richmond advised that the funds were now in place for the building 
of the Community Barn. 
05/014.3 Finally, Cllr Richmond  advised Members that the Office if the South 
West was undertaking a Regional Spatial Strategy study . 
 
 
05/015 County CouncillorÕs Reports 
 
Cllr Jones reported on a number of items including as follows: 

¥ Wingmoor Farm – The outstanding applications are likely to go to the Planning 
Committee on 10th February 2005 

¥ Structure paper to the Cabinet in December last has reduced the number of 
houses for Tewkesbury Borough Council and this is “good news” for Bishop’s 
Cleeve. 

¥ County Budget  -  Currently planned as a 3.9% increase 
¥ Shaftesbury Update  -  Their office is hoped to open in January 
¥ Station Road Bus Stops  -  Following a meeting at which the Clerk had been 

present it had been suggested that the two stops in question be relocated the 
other side of the railway bridge in Woodmancote Parish. 

 
05/016 Other Important Business at the ChairÕs Discretion. 
 
05/016.1 Cllr Rawlings extended his apologies in respect of the February meeting. 
05/016.2 Cllr Mackinnon indicated that the Borough Council budget was still under 
discussion but it was not anticipated that any increase would exceed 5% 
05/016.3 The Clerk asked Members if any member was available to attend the 
forthcoming meetings of the Police and Community Consultative Committee, The 
Gloucestershire Rural Partnership Meeting or the Gloucestershire Rural Transport 
Partnership. No Members were available for these meetings. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.05 p.m. 
 
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
DATED THIS      3rd      DAY OF    February  2005 


