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Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held in the Village Hall on 7 December 2006 at 7pm. 

 
Present   
Cllr Mrs V Ayres  ( Chair ), Cllr M Beresford, Cllr Mrs I Hatton, 
Cllr Mrs P Hatton, Cllr G Jackson [arrived at 7.25pm], Cllr C Lawrence, 
Cllr P Lightfoot, Cllr A Mackinnon, Cllr P Richmond, Cllr M Taylor, 
Cllr P Taylor. 
 
Also Present 
County Cllr C Jones. 
 
06/157 The Gloucestershire Charter 
06/157.1 Ms Hester Hunt of Gloucestershire County CouncilÕs Chief 
ExecutiveÕs Support Unit described the purpose of, and the progress being 
made with, the Gloucestershire Charter.  The document had been published 
in April 2006 and a second edition was planned for April 2007.  To date, 
ninety-three Parish Councils had adopted the Charter and Ms Hunt hoped that 
many more, including BishopÕs Cleeve, would Òsign upÓ in the near future.  
The Parish Council agreed that this should be placed on the agenda for the 
January 2007 meeting when a decision would be made. 
 
Public Session 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
06/158 Apologies for absence 
06/158.1 Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs A Lightfoot and 
P Rawlings. 
 
06/159 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 November 2006  
06/159.1 Cllr Richmond proposed acceptance of the minutes as an accurate 
record of the meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Lawrence and agreed 
unanimously. 
 
06/160 Matters arising from the minutes 
06/160.1 Councillors agreed that ID cards were required and that photographs 
would be taken at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
06/160.2 Cllr M Taylor referred to his Rights of Way Survey and that tree roots 
were causing a problem on the footpath at St Michaels Church.  The Clerk 
explained that Cllr Lawrence and Cllr Rawlings had made a site inspection of 
the path with representatives of Gloucestershire County Council and costed 
proposals for solving the problem were expected. 
 
06/160.3 The Clerk reported that there had been insufficient requests for an 
election to fill the vacant councillor post and that the post should be filled by 
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co-option. Councillors discussed the desirability of filling the vacancy in view 
of the elections to be held in May 2007 and concluded that the post should be 
advertised and progress reviewed at the January meeting. 
 
06/160.4 Cllr Mackinnon provided an explanation of the VAT payment 
recorded in the November schedule of payments. 
 
06/161 Declaration of Interest 
06/161.1 Cllrs Beresford, Lawrence, Mackinnon and Richmond declared an 
interest in agenda item 15; Cleeve Art and Sport Centre. 
 
06/162 Planning and Licences 
06/162.1The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14 and 28 
November 2006 and planning decisions made by Tewkesbury Borough 
Council since the last Parish Council meeting were noted. 
 
06/163 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths 
06/163.1 The minutes of the Traffic Committee meeting held on 16 November 
were noted. 
 
06/163.2 Cllr Lawrence commented that the minutes of the committee 
meeting recorded that a budget of £10,000 for 2007/08 had been requested 
but noted that a lower amount had been shown in the draft budget to be 
discussed later in the meeting. 
 
06/164 Sportsfield and Play Areas 
06/164.1 The minutes of the Sportsfield/Playing Fields Committee meeting 
and the minutes of the Sportsfield Management Group meeting held on 15 
November were noted 
 
06/164.2 There was a discussion about the weed clearance etc required at 
the Parish Pump/Garden and the requirement [recorded in the committee 
meeting minutes] to instruct Roots to Shoots to do the necessary work.  The 
contractor had not yet been asked to proceed and the action would be 
reconsidered at the next Sportsfield Committee meeting. 
 
06/165 Community Building 
06/165.1 The minutes of the Community Building Committee meeting held on 
28 November were noted.  An amendment was made to record that Cllr Ayres 
had attended the meeting. 
 
06/165.2 Cllr Lightfoot referred to the problem of litter outside the community 
building/youth club and asked C/Cllr Jones whether it would be possible to 
place a litter bin near the library entrance.  Cllr Jones agreed to investigate. 
 
06/166 Allotments 
06/166.1 The minutes of the Allotments Committee meeting held on  
22 November were noted. 
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06/166.2 Councillors discussed the need for the allotments to be financially 
self supporting and the justification for the requested budget of £2,000 for 
2007/08.  Councillors concluded that this should be reconsidered when the 
draft budget was discussed later in the meeting. 
 
06/167 Donations 
06/167.1 Cllr Beresford proposed that a donation of £120 be made to the 
Golden Circle Luncheon Club.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P Hatton and 
agreed unanimously. 
 
06/168 Clerk’s Report 
06/168.1 Councillors noted the list of publications and documents received at 
the Parish Council Office since the last meeting. 
 
06/168.2 Following a discussion, prompted by the documents received, 
Councillors concluded that [a] producing a Parish Plan was not appropriate 
while work was still progressing with the VDS and [b] Cllr P Taylor would 
research the viability of installing CCTV cameras in the village and report back 
to the Parish Council.  The Clerk would inform Tewkesbury Borough Council 
that this action was being taken. 
 
06/168.3 The Clerk explained the process leading to the recruitment of the 
new Parish Clerk.  Cllr Ayres proposed that the Parish Council should accept 
the recommendation of the Employment Working Group that Mrs B J Holder 
should be appointed to the position on pay point 30 of the pay scales agreed 
by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Beresford and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/169 Community Barn/New Parish Council Office 
06/169.1 Councillors discussed the requirement to borrow £80,000 to enable 
the Parish Council to contribute to the project costs.  Cllr Richmond proposed 
that an application for borrowing approval be submitted to the Secretary of 
State via GAPTC and that the Chair of the Parish Council and the RFO be 
authorised to sign the application on behalf of the Council.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Lightfoot and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/169.2 Sources of funding were discussed and Cllr Beresford suggested 
that an approach be made to the Public Works Loan Board to establish the 
interest rate, terms and conditions etc they would be likely to offer. 
 
06/169.3 The Clerk reported that Baileys, the Parish CouncilÕs solicitors, 
would represent the Council in its legal negotiations connected with the new 
office.  Baileys had quoted a fee of £3,000 for the work. 
 
06/170 Finance 
 
06/170.1 Cllr Mrs P Hatton proposed acceptance of the following 
schedule of payments.  This was seconded by Cllr Beresford and 
agreed unanimously. 
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Parish Office 
P. Richmond    NALC Expenses   £  59.50 
Gloucestershire Media  Adverts    £472.82 
Westlands    Keys for Pavilion   £  43.71 
BT     Re  674440    £128.07 
Thomas    Various Misc. Expenses  £  54.99 
 BT     Re 676985    £  49.77 
Cornish    Salary     £217.04 
Thomas    Salary             £1049.28 
White     Salary     £382.13 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £776.70 
 
Sports Field 
Macdonalds    Keys     £  35.15 
British Gas    Gas Account    £  71.89 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd  Pavilion    £188.00 
Npower    Pavilion    £248.55 
Greenfields    Landscaping            £4052.36 
Vining     Sportsfield maintenance  £783.34 
Greenfields    Landscaping            £5628.90 
Stanley Partnership   Fees     £543.43 
 
Community Building 
Thomas    Window Cleaning   £   9.00 
Gurney    Salary     £351.18 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £102.86 
 
06/170.2 Cllr Mackinnon presented the draft budget for 2007/08.  The precept 
requirement of £133,000 was an increase of £10,000 on the current yearÕs 
precept.  Councillors discussed individual budget items including the 
sportsfieldÕs forecast deficit, the requirement to increase the amount 
suggested for staff training in view of the appointment of a new Clerk, the 
need for £2,000 for the allotments as they were required to be financially self 
supporting, the amount allocated to the traffic committee [see paragraph 
06/163.2 above] and the likely election costs in 2007.  The Clerk was asked to 
contact the Youth Club Leader to establish the Youth ClubÕs funding 
requirements for 2007/08. 
 
06/170.3 Cllr Beresford proposed that the budget be finalised and approved at 
the January 2007 Parish Council meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr 
Richmond and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/171 Cleeve Sport and Art Centre 
06/171.1 The Council discussed Tewkesbury Borough CouncilÕs request for a 
financial contribution in support of the Cleeve Sport and Art Centre.  Cllr 
Lightfoot proposed that the Parish Council should contribute the requested 
£2,666.  This was seconded by Cllr P Taylor and agreed unanimously. 
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06/172 Purchase/hire of Photocopier 
06/172.1 The Clerk explained the need for a new photocopier as the existing 
nine year old machine was beyond repair; toner cartridges and spare parts 
were no longer available.  Cllr Mrs P Hatton proposed that a new Sharp AR-
M160 digital copier be purchased at the 50% discount price of £1,047.50.  
This was seconded by Cllr Beresford and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/172.2 Cllr Mrs P Hatton further proposed that a shredder be purchased.  
This was seconded by Cllr P Taylor and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/173 GWR Footpath 
06/173.1 Cllr Beresford suggested that the Parish Council should fund the 
work to complete the resurfacing of the GWR footpath.  The Council agreed 
and Cllr Richmond proposed that Cllr Beresford be authorised to instruct the 
contractor to do the work subject to a maximum cost of £300 and that if the 
contractorÕs cost quote exceeded that amount the work should be 
reconsidered at the January Parish Council meeting.  This was seconded by 
Cllr Lawrence and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/174 Orchard House 
06/174.1 County Councillor Jones reported that Mr Mark Branton of 
Gloucestershire County CouncilÕs Community and Adult Care Directorate had 
agreed to attend the January Parish Council meeting to discuss the County 
CouncilÕs proposals for Homes for Older People.  Cllr Jones said that Mr 
Branton had recognised the need for further dialogue with BishopÕs Cleeve 
residents in view of the proposal relating to Orchard House.  Although the 
consultation period ended on 19 December, Mr Branton would take comments 
from the meeting into account when he was producing his report for GCCÕs 
cabinet. 
 
06/174.2 Cllr Beresford proposed that Mr Branton should be invited to a 
specially convened meeting on 4 January 2007 and that the monthly Parish 
Council meeting  be held on 11 January.  This was seconded by Cllr M Taylor 
and agreed unanimously. 
 
06/174.3 The Clerk was asked to publicise the meeting on the notice boards 
in the village and to arrange a suitable venue; the Community Centre being 
the favoured option. 
 
06/175 Borough Councillors’ Reports 
06/175.1 Cllr Beresford reported that Tewkesbury Borough Council would be 
commenting on the White Paper on the Future of Local Government in 
January 2007. 
 
06/175.2 Cllr Mackinnon [a]reported that the recommendations of TBCÕs 
Parish Review had been agreed in principle by the Minister for Local 
Government and were likely to be implemented on 1 April 2007, [b] issued 
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TBCÕs leaflet ÒLetÕs Talk RubbishÓ which set out a summary of the plans for 
dealing with waste and invited views by 22 January 2007 and [c] requested 
nominations for the receptions to be hosted by TBCÕs mayor. 
 
06/175.3 Cllr Richmond referred to the level of service provided by  
Gloucestershire County CouncilÕs call centre, the waste seminar he had 
attended, the Green Belt Review, the Local Government Pension Scheme 
and a CCTV camera in BishopÕs Cleeve. 
 
06/176 County Councillor’s Report 
06/176.1 C/Cllr Jones reported on a number of items including the Wingmoor 
Farm Task Group, CoryÕs composting planning application, power cuts in 
Furlong Lane, his latest meeting with Rooftop Housing Association, the 
Station Road Traffic Survey, Meadoway and the Grangefield School Safety 
Zone. 
 
06/177 AOB 
06/177.1 There were no items of AOB. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.45pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SignedÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.  
 
Dated this 11th day of January 2007.  
 
    
 
 


