
BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council 

Held in the Village Hall on  
1st December 2005 

Present:   
  Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres  ( Chair ) 

Cllr. M. Beresford 
  Cllr. Mrs I. Hatton 

Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton 
Cllr. G. Jackson 

  Cllr. P. Lightfoot 
  Cllr A. Lightfoot 
  Cllr. C. Lawrence 
  Cllr. A. Mackinnon  
  Cllr. P. Richmond 
  Cllr. P. Rawlings 
  Cllr. Taylor 
 
 
Also Present: 
  Borough Cllr. East 
  County Cllr. Jones 
 
 
Public Session 
No public were in attendance. 
 
05/151  Apologies 
05/151.1 Apologies were received Cllrs Badham, and Bowd. Cllr 
Beresford apologised on behalf of Sqdn. Ldr. Foster and explained that he 
had been hospitalised following a fall in his house. The Clerk advised 
Members that, as the Councillor was therefore, not able to attend Council at 
present his appointment as a councillor would end early in January unless 
councillors granted him special leave. Cllr Beresford proposed “That this 
Parish Council mindful of Cllr Sqdn. Ldr Foster’s current illness do 
agree special leave of absence for a period of four months from today’s 
date. This to be reviewed again at the council meeting in March 2006”. 
This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton and passed. 
 
05/152  Minutes of the Meeting of 3rd November 2005 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton and seconded by Cllr P. Lightfoot    “That the 
minutes of 3rd. November 2005 be accepted as a true record”.  This was 
passed. 
 
05/153  Matters Arising from the Meeting of 3rd November 2005 
05/153.1 As regards 05/146.2 The Clerk advised that he had written as 
instructed regarding a new Police Station in the village and Deputy Chief 
Constable Mackey had replied confirming that the Police were actively 
seeking  a new site in the centre of the village. 
05/153.2 The Clerk reported that he had written to Inspr. Atkinson 
regarding recent incidents in the village and the Inspector had responded. 



The Clerk had also spoken to the Inspector and asked that there was some 
visible presence from the police in the village both during the day and in the 
evenings, as manning issues permitted. 
 
05/154  Planning and Licences 
05/154.1 The minutes of the meeting of 8th. and 22nd. November were 
noted as was the schedule of Tewkesbury Borough Council decisions since 
the last meeting. 
05/154.2 Cllr Beresford asked why the proposed Cadet building had been 
objected to and was advised that it was felt that the building was an ugly 
square block on two floors. The committee would not have objected had the 
proposed building been more aesthetically pleasing. 
05/154.3 Cllrs also discussed in general terms the report that the Dean 
Farm development may now increase to 165 houses following the refusal by 
the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister to permit a development in Stoke 
Orchard. Two other applications objected to by the Parish Council but 
permitted by the Borough were also mentioned. 
 
05/155  Traffic Highways and Footpaths 
05/155.1 The Minutes of the meeting of 17th November were noted 
05/155.2 Cllr Rawlings updated Members on a number of topics: 

¥ As regards the footpath in Cheltenham Road, the problems have 
continued with the County now insisting on a ÒsumpÓ being built.  The 
cost was not yet confirmed but could be up to £2500. Correspondence 
with County Highways was also mentioned. 

¥ The Clerk had written to all shopkeepers regarding the pavement 
outside the Fish and Chip shop. 

¥ The County Council had now agreed to replace the bus stop outside 
Cleeve School with a new one complete with litter bin. 

¥ Cllr Rawlings was concerned regarding the mud outside the Crown and 
Harp development but understood Cllr Taylor was Ò on the case Ò. 

¥ The development opposite the War Memorial was causing concern as 
lorries and vans were causing obstructions. The latest had been 
reported to the Police who had promised to visit. 

¥ At this site too, repairs to the pavement had resulted in the drop kerb 
being removed. The Clerk had approached the site Manager and this 
will be rectified. 

 
05/156  Playing Fields and Play Areas 
05/156.1 The minutes of the meeting of the 16th November were noted as 
was the schedule of costs as audited by Mr Selkirk. 
05/156.2 Cllr Mackinnon updated Members on a number of topics:- 

¥ Revising the financial position he anticipated a loss this year of some 
£10k but next year the VAT position may well change and with the 5 a 
side open for a full year a break  even position was possible. 

( At this point Cllr Taylor joined the meeting ). 
05/156.3 Cllr Richmond queried costing in the auditors schedule and was 
advised that each item had been approved over the years and the receipts 
would be available for perusal. He also queried the advisability of rolling the 
field again. 
 
 



 
05/157  Community Building 
05/157.1 Cllr P. Lightfoot updated Members as follows: 

¥ The chairs used in the main hall were now in a generally poor state 
and the committee was looking to replace them with some 80 new 
chairs. Specimens were available in the Parish office. 

 
05/158  Request by Youth Leader for Funds for Outreach Work  
Phil Clapham had approached the Council last month with a view to seeking 
£4000.00 donation to enable outreach work to be funded. This sum would 
cover a 12 month period. There was a general discussion on the topic and 
councillors were supportive of the request but wished to know that the County 
Youth Service supported this activity in the village. County Cllr Jones 
explained that all Youth Clubs were expected to raise local funding to 
compliment County Council funding. After further discussion Cllr Beresford 
proposed “That this Parish Council do precept £4000.00 in the Financial 
Year 2006 /7 to be made available on confirmation that the County Youth 
Service are in agreement with the outreach work”. This was seconded by 
Cllr P. Lightfoot and passed. After further discussion when the Clerk advised 
that Mr Clapham hoped to start this work in March Cllr P. Lightfoot proposed 
“That this Parish Council do make available to the Youth Club for 
outreach work in March 2006 a sum up to £500.00 subject to the receipt 
of detailed costings and the same conditions regarding the County 
Youth Service agreement”.   This was passed. 
 
05/159  Clerk’s Report 
05/159.1 The Clerk advised that the flag of St. George is now ripped 
beyond repair and that a new flag would cost in the region of  £50 plus VAT. It 
was proposed by Cllr Mrs V Ayres  and seconded by Cllr  Richmond “That a 
new flag be purchased”. This was passed. 
05/159.2 The Clerk mentioned that the AGM of the Gloucestershire 
Playing Fields would be held on 5th December Ð details from the Clerk. 
05/159.3 The Clerk invited Councillors to answer a NALC survey via the 
internet. Details from the Parish Office with ÒHard CopiesÓ in case of need. 
05/159.4 Parish Assembly  -  After some discussion it was proposed by 
Cllr Rawlings that a senior Police Officer be approached to discuss policing in 
general and how the Council may be able to secure the services of a 
Community Police Officer for the village. The Clerk was asked to approach Dr 
T. Brain, Chief Constable and the dates agreed were either 3rd. 10th or 24 th 
April 2006. 
It was further agreed that Mr John Beattie be asked to give an update on the 
Tithe Barn modernisation programme. 
 
05/160  Donations 
05.160.1 Proposed by Cllr A Lightfoot and seconded by Cllr Richmond 
“That a donation in respect of the Poppy Appeal and wreath of £25.00   
be made”. This was passed. 
05/160.2 Citizens Advice Bureau  -  Proposed by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton  and 
seconded by Cllr Jackson  “That a donation of £300  be made”.  This was 
passed 
05/160.3 Bishops Cleeve Disabled Club  -  Proposed by Cllr A. Lightfoot 
and seconded by Cllr Taylor  “That a donation of £100  be made”.  This 
was passed 



05/160.4 Golden Circle  -  At this point the Clerk declared an interest in 
that he is the treasurer of this voluntary organisation. Proposed by Cllr  Mrs P. 
Hatton and seconded by Cllr A. Lightfoot  “That a donation of £100  be 
made”.  This was passed 
05/160.5 Tewkesbury Borough Council re Sports Hall  -   
Borough Councillors East, Beresford, Richmond and Mackinnon declared an 
interest and took no part in the discussions on this topic. Clerk advised that a 
request for £2750 had been received from the Borough Council an increase of 
2.8% on last year.  Proposed by Cllr P. Lightfoot  and seconded by Cllr  
Lawrence “That a donation of £2570   be made”.  This was passed with five  
in favour and four abstentions. 
 
05/161  Finance 
05/161.1 Proposed by Cllr P. Lightfoot and seconded by Cllr Beresford  
“That  the under mentioned  schedule of payments be accepted”.  This 
was passed. 
 
Parish Office 
BT     Account re 674440   £ 153.31 
Penwell Signs   Signs for Play Areas etc           £1067.03 
JRB Enterprise Ltd   Dog Bin    £ 182.13 
Glasdon UK Ltd   Parts for Dog & Litter Bins  £   17.08 
D.B.F Electrical   Donation Christmas Lights  £ 940.00 
Severn Trent Water   Allotments    £ 214.65 
White     Mileage    £   88.37 
White     Expenses Re-imbursed  £   39.97 
BT     Account re 676985   £   52.94 
Cornish    Salary     £ 842.05 
Thomas    Salary     £ 618.67 
White     Salary     £ 388.15 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 506.06 
Ayres     Entertainment Allce re French £   34.95 
Cornish    Re imbursement Expenses £  63.34 
 
Sports Field 
Selkirk    Audit re Football Foundation £ 130.00 
MacDonalds    Key Cutting    £     9.80 
Npower    Electricity    £ 204.33 
Allcooper    Pavilion Alarm   £ 179.20 
A. Gates and Associates  Professional Fees   £ 105.75 
J. Vining    Grass Cutting / Sweeping Artificial 
     Turf     £ 954.89 
Community 
Domestic Goddesses  Cleaning October   £ 200.00 
Stokes and Sons   New Lock Community Centre £ 136.25 
Premiere Products   Cleaning Materials   £   32.95 
Gurney    Salary     £ 370.31 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 113.05 
SHE Ltd    Emergency Lighting Test  £ 141.00 
 
05/161.2 The Clerk and Councillor Mackinnon presented a draft budget 
document for discussion and a number of points were raised. It was agreed 



that a revised document be submitted to the January meeting for formal 
approval with a further £1000 against the Traffic budget and a figure of £2000 
against the possibility of the Borough Council charging for elections in the 
future. 
Cllr. A. Lightfoot asked if, in future years, a simpler format could be produced 
that was readily understandable . 
 
05/162  Footpath near Chandler’s Road 
This item was deferred to February Council meeting. 
 
05/163  Allotments 
05/163.1 The minutes of the meeting of 24th October were noted. 
 
05/164  Borough Councillors’ Reports 
05/164.1 Cllr Beresford advised that the Borough Council were not giving 
any grants to voluntary organisation in the next financial year as a Òcost 
savingÓ measure. 
05/164.2 Cllr Richmond advised: 

¥ That he had met the Chief Constable recently and he confirmed that 
there would be a new Police Station in the village but the new 
Divisional Headquarters was not proceeding at the present time. 

¥ Cascades was now open and a copy of the Tewkesbury Leisure 
Centre Feasibility Study had been left in the Parish Office. 

05/164.3 Cllr MacKinnon advised that: 
¥ He was now the ÒInvestment ChampionÓ for the Borough Council. 
¥ The Local Plan was again under review due to the fact that a 

development in Stoke Orchard had been rejected by the Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister. Dean Farm would now be some 165 houses. 

05/164.4 Cllr Lawrence was concerned that there had been reports of 
rubbish collections being made every two weeks and that there had not been 
any consultation. He was advised that this was under discussion and full 
consultation would take place if it was decided that this could become Council 
policy. 
 
05/165  County Councillor’s Report 
County Councillor Jones reported on a number of topics including: 

¥ Area Reviews  -  Drop in sessions held 8th November meetings 2nd and 
5th December to formulate recommendations. 

¥ SEN Update  -  Notices issued to Alderman Knight and Belmont to be 
kept open and for reduced work to be done on Betteridge. 

¥ Police Matters  -  Both the decision to appoint 63 PCÕs and a motion to 
condemn the amalgamation of the Gloucestershire  Force had been 
passed by Council. 

¥ Power Cuts  -  meeting held 29th November. 
¥ Shaftesbury  -  Meeting held at the Swallow on 29th November and 

James Kelly of the Borough Council is assisting. 
¥ Wingmoor Farm  -  MRF Ð meeting now could be either January or 

March and there will be a MemberÕs Inspection Visit. 
¥ Cleeve School  -  £7.5M for buildings awarded and will consult on 

plans with neighbouring properties. Additionally the school has been 
chosen as a Beacon School for teaching talented and gifted children. 
Hoping too, to have dual Specialist status ( MFL and technology ). 

 



05/166  Any other Urgent Business at the Chair’s Discretion 
05/166.1 Cllr Taylor gave an update on his VDS research. 
05/166.2 Cllr Richmond advised that as regards the VDS, Mr Canovan 
had attended the Borough Offices and been briefed as to what is required. 
05/166.3 Cllr Richmond advised that road safety signs regarding the use 
of mobile phones would be placed along the bypass shortly. 
05/166.4 Cllr Lawrence asked again for copy for the Newsletter. He 
further asked that the Council purchase a digital camera as agreed over a 
year ago. It was agreed that the Best Value committee would consider this 
with an upper ceiling of £250 
05/166.5 The Clerk drew the attention of those Members involved in the 
Community Barn project that there was to be a meeting shortly with a 
Borough Council Officer. The date of 10th December at 10.00 a.m. was 
agreed. 
05/166.6 Cllr Mrs V. Ayres reported on the   recent meeting with the 
French Visitors to Cleeve Chorale and that they would welcome some form of 
informal twinning. Both they and Cllr Mrs V. Ayres had indicated that there 
was no budget in this respect. It was agreed to make this an agenda item in 
January. 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at  10.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
 
THIS   5th   DAY OF         January          2006 
 
 
 
 


