
BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council 

Held in the Village Hall on  
7th April 2005 

Present:   
  Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres  ( Chair ) 
  Cllr. P. Badham  
  Cllr. M. Beresford 
  Cllr. Sqdn. Ldr. E. Foster 
  Cllr. Mrs I. Hatton 

Cllr. Mrs P. Hatton 
Cllr. G. Jackson 

  Cllr A. Lightfoot 
  Cllr. A. Mackinnon  
  Cllr. P. Richmond 
  Cllr. P. Rawlings 
  Cllr. Taylor 
 
Also Present: 
 
  County Cllr. Jones 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
 
Mr and Mrs Washbourne asked  the CouncilÕs reaction to the Dean Farm 
proposals and indicated that they were very opposed to the density and height 
of the proposed development which would overlook existing nearby 
properties.. Cllr A. Lightfoot confirmed that the Planning Committee had 
objected most strongly on both those counts 
 
At this point Cllr Taylor joined the meeting. 
 
05/047 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs. P. Lightfoot, Lawrence and Borough Cllr 
East. 
 
 
05/048 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 3RD. MARCH 2005 
 
It was proposed by Cllr  Richmond   and seconded by Cllr Mrs P. Hatton  
“That the minutes of the meeting of 3rd March be adopted as a true 
record”.   This was passed. 
 
05/049 MATTERS ARISING FOR THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 3RD MARCH 2005 
 
Cllr Richmond queried the present position regarding the planning permission 
in respect of the bowls clubhouse. Cllr Beresford responded by advising that 
he had had long discussions with the planning officer and a fresh application 



was being submitted. It was believed that no permission would have been 
necessary to re-site the club house but this has now been found to be 
incorrect. The water tank also requires permission and, whilst the storage 
container was refused permission, after discussions with officers this will now 
be re submitted. 
 
05/050 PLANNING AND LICENCES 
 
05/050.1 The minutes of the meetings of 8th and 22nd March 2005 were 
noted as was the schedule of planning decisions received since the last 
meeting. 
05/050.2 Cllr Richmond asked Members who had attended the Planning 
Seminar at the Borough offices recently, whether or not they felt the seminar 
worthwhile. Reaction was mixed  with most  who attended feeling that little 
new was learnt and that, overall, it was a disappointing evening. 
 
05/051 TRAFFIC, HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 
 
05/051.1  Cllr Rawlings reported on several matters: 

¥ Sandown Road / Station Road Junction: Members were aware of 
an accident at this junction this week and it was confirmed that the 
scheme for Station Road was now out for public consultation and 
was not affected by changes in Woodmancote parish. It was re 
affirmed that mirrors will not be placed at the junction as they are 
not government policy. 

¥ School Road: A temporary Òbuild outÓ has been installed to gauge 
any benefits in respect of traffic speed etc. If found to be beneficial 
a permanent Òbuild outÓ will be constructed. 

¥ Church Road:  A meeting has been held with Mr Chris Shaw and 
the County Council regarding traffic exiting from the old Borough 
car park opposite the NatWest Bank. It was agreed that  the 
Borough and County Councils would research the possibility of 
installing a blue advisory Òno right turnÓ sign to try to persuade traffic 
to turn left. An obligatory sign is not appropriate. 

¥ Tobyfield Road:  The Òbuild outÓ near the school had now been 
constructed. 

¥ Two Hedges Road: A school safety zone will be installed here 
shortly. 

¥ Pavement in Cheltenham Road: This was now out to tender and the 
Clerk brought Members up to date on some difficulties which 
remained to be resolved, although it was confirmed that County 
Council Officers were content that the land was publicly owned and 
there was no reason why the construction of this stretch of 
pavement should not proceed. 

05/051.2 In response to a question as to why the Tithe Barn was opposed 
to additional car parking at the rear of the Barn Cllr Richmond advised that 
this was strongly opposed by at least one committee member but that he 
could not personally see why this could not be introduced to raise much 
needed revenue. 
05/051.3 Cllr Badham reported that he had received a complaint of lorries 
parking at the junction of Withyfield Road and Longlands Road and that this 



was causing problems. Cllr Rawlings indicated that he would raise it at the 
next traffic meeting but with yellow lines not being enforced there was little 
that could be done from the CouncilÕs point of view. Cllr Mackinnon advised 
that parking enforcement may well become part of the Borough CouncilÕs 
responsibilities and that it may well be easier then to seek enforcement. 
05/051.4 Cllr Taylor raised a problem with an overflowing sewer near the 
Tithe Barn but was advised by Cllr Mrs I Hatton that the Water Authority had 
been out and sorted the problem. 
 
 
05/052 PLAYING FIELDS AND PLAY AREAS 
 
05/052.1 The minutes of the meeting of  2nd and 16th March 2005 were 

noted. 
05/052.2 Cllr Mackinnon updated the Council on a number of matters: 

¥ The five a side pitch had been handed over and was being used for 
the first time tonight. The curtain remains to be fitted as does the 
wheels on the hockey goals. 

¥ Bowls pavilion should be complete in two weeks. Opening Òtry outÓ 
on the green is on 21st April. 

¥ Finance Ð with the financial year just ended the revenue position 
just about balanced and the budget for the coming year was also to 
break even. On the capital side £1.08m had been spent. Entrust still 
have not responded re a grant for landscaping. By the end of the 
building project there may be a shortfall of £10/15k. 

 
 
05/053 COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 
05/053.1 The minutes of the 25th January 2005 were noted. 
05/053.2 Cllr Mrs P. Hatton reported that there were no problems, 
bookings were holding up well, and a redecoration of the premises in the 
autumn was under discussion. 
 
05/054 CLERK’S REPORT 
 
05/054.1 The Clerk reported that he held in the office  the various 
exchanges of correspondence he had had with the Chief Executive of the 
Borough Council. 
05/054.2 He read a letter from the Borough regarding  a proposed change 
to the committee structure and it was agreed that the Clerk should respond on 
the lines that anything which would speed up the democratic process was to 
be welcomed and to ask for a copy of any papers setting out the rationale 
behind the proposal. Best Value would then consider the document. 
05/054.3 The Clerk reported that  a vacancy had arisen on the Standards 
Committee at the Borough Council and Cllr Beresford proposed with Cllr Mrs 
P. Hatton seconding “That this parish Council do nominate Cllr Mrs V. 
Ayres as a candidate for the aforesaid vacancy”. This was passed. 
05/054.4 Finally the Clerk indicated that as the General Election etc. was 
now scheduled for the 5th May Council may wish to change the date for the 
next meeting. Cllr Beresford proposed ”That the May meeting of the Parish 



Council should be held on Thursday 12th May” This was seconded by Cllr 
Badham and passed. 
 
05/055 FINANCE 
 
05/055.1 Proposed by Cllr. Beresford and seconded by Cllr. Badham    
“That the under mentioned schedule of payments be approved”.  This 
was passed. 
 
Parish Office 
Zurich Municipal   Annual Insurance   £3744.58 
White Rose Gallery   VDS Printing    £  637.00 
Day Night Private Hire  Taxi re Planning Seminar  £    20.00 
White     Mileage March   £    95.95 
White     Re-imbursement Expenses £    78.22 
Cornish    Salary     £  726.73 
Thomas    Salary     £  554.28 
White     Salary     £  399.22 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £  777.37 
Cornish    Re imbursement expenses paid £      7.44 
Tewkesbury Borough Council Rates     £1308.20 
Valley Roundabout Nurseries Plants Parish Pump Area  £  499.99 
Gloucester Calculating Ltd  Salary Calculations  Oct ÐMar £    58.75 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd  Pavilion   March   £  188.00 
Cleeve Supplies Ltd   Misc. re Handyman   £    15.10 
Elmrep Ltd    Photocopying   £  211.50 
 
Sports Field 
Merlin Timber Frames Ltd  Stage Payment                      £26950.74 
Gloucestershire Media  Advert re Footpath   £     98.29 
D. A. Cook ( Builders ) Ltd  Final stage payment           £14820.33 
Business Gas   Gas Pavilion    £   212.78 
 
Community Building 
Pro Door Ltd    Repairs to Fire Exit Door  £   155.10 
Stokes and Sons   New Door Lock and Keys  £   194.23 
Domestic Goddesses  Cleaning  March   £   160.00 
G.C.C.    Buildings Insurance   £   204.70 
Premiere Products   Cleaning Materials   £     40.35 
Gurney     Salary     £   340.49 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £   101.22 
Cornish    Window Cleaning   £       9.00 
Tewkesbury Borough Council Rates     £ 1192.15 
Stokes and Sons   Cutting keys    £     24.75 
Cleeve Supplies Ltd   Repairs and Replacements £     15.71 
DBF Electrical   Supply and Fit Disabled Toilet 
     Alarm     £   255.80 
 
 
 



05/055.2 The Clerk reported that he had received the invoice in respect of 
the GAPTC subscription for the new financial year amounting to £1553.60.   
At this point Cllr Beresford  declared an interest in view of his position with 
GAPTC. After some discussion as to what the Council received for itÕs 
subscription, Cllr Badham   proposed and Cllr  Rawlings  seconded a 
proposition  “That this Parish Council do renew it’s subscription to 
GAPTC and the payment of £1553.60 be authorised . Additionally that 
the cost of renewing the subscription to the Local Government Review 
in the sum of £192.00 be authorised”.   This was passed. 
 
05/056 BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
05/056.1 Cllr Mackinnon reported that the play area in Finlay Way was 
still not up to the standard required for the Borough to adopt the land. It was 
agreed that the Clerk should write to Mr Rob Hainsworth for an update on the 
condition of the field, what the deficiencies were and the estimated cost of 
rectifying these deficiencies. 
05/056.2 Cllr Richmond reported that the Borough Council had made 
comments on the 3rd Structure Review. 
05/056.3  Cllr Richmond further advised that it was now likely that green 
waste collection would not now proceed. 
 
05/057 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
At this point Cllr Sqdn. Ldr. Foster left the meeting. 
 
County Cllr Jones reported on a number of matters: 

¥ As regards Wingmoor Farm it was now noted that Grundon were 
appealing against the MRF decision and may well resubmit the 
silosÕ application. 

¥ Shaftesbury office is now opening although staff problems have 
prevented this on some occasions. Colin is now making a difference 
to the open spaces etc. 

¥ Station Road bus stops. The Police were against the proposed 
move to Woodmancote side of the railway bridge although 
Woodmancote Parish were not. The whole matter is now back to 
Òsquare oneÓ. 

¥ On the subject of concessionary fares a meeting had been 
organised with Stagecoach the County Council and the Borough 
Council to try and establish a way forward. 

¥ As regards the Structure Plan a direction by the Secretary of State 
requires 2500 houses to be taken from rural districts and placed in 
Cheltenham PUA probably implying greenbelt  release adjacent to 
Cheltenham. This direction removes local discretion and an Òall 
partyÓ statement was to be issued on  8th April. 

 
 
 
 
05/058 ANY OTHER IMPORTANT BUSINESS AT THE CHAIR’S DISCRETION 
 



05/058.1 The Clerk advised that in view of the impending general election 
Dr Tyler of the PCT did not feel able to attend the Annual Parish Assembly. 
05/058.2 Cllr Taylor advised that he would be undertaking his annual 
footpath survey shortly.  
05/058.3 He further mentioned that a high fence with caravans apparently 
stored behind it had been erected on land at the northern boundary of the 
allotment field. Cllr Beresford confirmed that this would need planning 
permission and the Clerk was to advise the Borough Planning Enforcement 
officer. 
05/058.4 Cllr Mrs P. Hatton queried the position of the old Borough car 
park. It was confirmed that Tesco had still not paid for the land and it was felt, 
therefore, that any parking tickets issued, would not be enforceable. 
05/058.5 Cllr Mrs I. Hatton advised that the next PCC meeting  was 
scheduled for 14th April at 7.30 p.m. 
05/058.6 Cllr A. Lightfoot indicated that she would be arranging a Best 
Value meeting shortly. 
05/058.7 Cllr Mrs V. Ayres advised that transporters were bringing old 
vehicles to a house on the corner of Hemming Way where they were being 
repaired and sold. It was agreed that the Clerk would liaiase with Cllr Mrs V. 
Ayres in this connection with a view to informing the Borough Council 
Enforcement officer. 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at   9.20 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED THIS  5TH        DAY OF May   2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 


