
Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Tithe Barn on  

6th September  2007 at 7.30 pm 
 

1. Public Session 
Members of the public raised the following points: 
Tewkesbury Borough Council not emptying bins or cutting the grass areas 
as efficiently as they used. 
Borough Councillors responded and agreed to take the matter up with 
Officers of Tewkesbury Borough Council 
 
The issue of flood prevention work was raised and it was requested that 
this subject be considered for the next parish assembly.   
 
Mr M Taylor offered to send a copy of the footpath survey to the Parish 
Office when it is completed. 
 
Issues of road safety in the vicinity of Grange Drive and Two Hedges Road 
were raised and County and Borough Councillors agreed to follow up the 
two points raised with their respective Officers. 
 
2. Present at the meeting: 
Cllrs Ayres(Chair) P Lightfoot, A Lightfoot, G Jackson, P Taylor 
J Habgood, P Badham, C Lawrence, P Rawlings, M Beresford and Cllr 
Peake (8.10 pm) 
 
Also present were: 
Borough Councillors J Richardson and S Hillier-Richardson and County 
Councillor C Jones. 
 
3. Apologies were noted from: 
Cllr Stephens and Cllr Richmond. 
Absence of Cllr Mackinnon was noted 
 
4.Opening comments from Chair. 
It was with much regret that Cllr Ayres informed the Council that she had 
received the resignation of Cllr Hatton, after 10 years of loyal service.  Cllr 
Ayres stated that it was a very sad day. 
 
07/124 Councillor Badham proposed that the Council agreed the 
accuracy of the minutes dated 5th July 2007. It was seconded by Cllr 
Taylor and all agreed. 
 
07/125 Matters arising from those minutes for information purposes 
only.  
Ref  07/112.  The date arranged had been altered to 21/8/07 
Ref  07/117   Cllr Badham informed Council the pay point facility would be 
arriving in the Chemist in Church Road shortly. 



Councillors were informed that the hedgerow in Cheltenham Road had 
now been cut back. 
 
07/126 Councillor Beresford proposed that the Council agree the  
accuracy of the minutes dated 8th August 2007.  Cllr P Lightfoot 
seconded and the Council agreed  
 
There were no matters arising . 
 
07/127 Reports from Committees were noted and the following 
matters were discussed 
07/128 Ð Allotments 
Cllr Jackson asked if there would be a deficit on the Allotment account.  
The Clerk stated that she would be updating the Council shortly as she 
was in the process of collecting the annual rents. 
 
07/129- Community Building 
Cllr P Lightfoot raised the matter of the flood emergency and the need for 
forward planning.  It was proposed by Cllr Rawlings and agreed by Council 
that a working party would be set up and that it would be on the next 
meeting agenda. 
 
07/130- Sports field 
Cllr Beresford stated that the Bowls Club lease was still ongoing and a 
meeting was to take place the following week. 
Cllr Rawlings asked why the original contractor was not part of the 
discussions regarding any problems with the building. The Clerk explained 
that she had sought to include the original contractor but as the retention 
period was now over, he had declined the offer of a meeting. 
 
07/131 Ð Playing fields and playgrounds 
Cllr P Lightfoot noted that Cllr Mackinnon had resigned from the 
Committees and that it was important to fill the vacancy of the playing 
fields Committee. 
 
07/132- Suspension of standing orders. 
As the above matter was not on the agenda, it was proposed by Cllr  
Rawlings that Standing orders be suspended and was seconded by Cllr 
Ayres.  All Agreed 
 
07/133- Election of Councillor to Playing fields and playgrounds 
Committee. 
Cllr Taylor proposed that Cllr Stephens be elected to the above committee.  
This was seconded by Cllr Beresford  and all agreed 
 
07/134- Reinstate of Standing orders 
Cllr Ayres proposed and was seconded by Cllr Taylor that Standing orders 
be reinstated.  All agreed 
 
 



07/135 Ð Vandalism of surface at Nottingham Road play area 
Cllr P Lightfoot reported the above issue to the Council and informed them 
that investigation of other suitable surfaces was being undertaken. 
Cllr Ayres asked if the recent flood water may have damaged the surface .  
It was agreed that this particular play area did not flood. 
Cllr Peake stated that it was the 3rd time in 2 years and there seemed to 
be a particular problem in the school holiday periods.  It was recognised 
that the police were doing what they can, but that the play area was only 
overlooked by two houses. 
 
07/136 Ð Traffic update 
Cllr Rawlings informed the Council that after discussions with Cllr Badham 
re the request for a seat in the bus shelter in Church Road, it was felt that 
it was a good idea.  Cllr Taylor and Cllr P Lightfoot proposed to put the 
seat in this bus shelter and all agreed 
 
Correspondence received from Parishioners had been replied to, and 
copies circulated 
 
Cory-In Vessel planning response comments had been sent back from 
Traffic Committee 
 
Street lighting discussions were ongoing and the criteria were read out by 
Cllr Rawlings.  Cllr Jones felt that Bishops Cleeve was a very complex 
area. 
 
Cllr Jones and Rawlings had met with Katie Griffiths (GCC) and had a very 
helpful meeting with matters moving forward 
 
Cllr Jackson enquired if the Council were informed when traffic surveys 
were being conducted.  Cllr Rawlings responded that the traffic surveys 
could be done for a number of agencies/companies and the Council did 
not get informed in advance 
 
Cllr Lawrence asked if the Council had information regarding the closure of 
Station Road.  The clerk responded that a notice had been received in the 
office. 
 
07/138- Planning minutes were noted 
 
07/139 Ð Newsletter update was given by Cllr A Lightfoot and stated 
that the notes were available in the office. 
 
07/140- Fair Trade Village update was given by Cllr A Lightfoot.   
A meeting had taken place and it was agreed to revisit the topic from 
September onwards 
 
07/141- New Barn update was given by Cllr A Lightfoot. 
The Parish had informed Tewkesbury Borough Council that there was no 
further money available from the Parish over and above the original sum.  



It had been agreed the ground floor only scheme would be acceptable if 
necessary.  The latest information given was that the two storey scheme 
was still being discussed.   
There was then a discussion with Borough Councillors and Parish 
Councillors as to what the up to date discussions would be focussing on.  
It was agreed that Cllr Taylor would investigate at Tewkesbury Borough 
and report back to Clerk.  
 
Cllr Lawrence asked if there were any meeting dates agreed.  Clerk stated 
that she had asked TBC and was waiting for a response. 
 
07/142. Points to be raised at full Council arising from Committee 
meetings. 

• Cllr Habgood withdrew his proposal of inviting other parish councils 
to join the allotment committee 

• Seat in bus shelter – already discussed 
• Vandalism budget – after discussions regarding central budget or 

individual committee budgets being held to cover vandalism costs, it 
was proposed by Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr Jackson that a 
central budget should be discussed with Chairs of committees when 
next years budget is set.  A vote was taken and 8 agreed and 2 
voted against.  Therefore the proposal was accepted. 

 
07/143 Ð Finance statement 
Councillors approved the following statement of payments for July 
and August.  

FINANCE  -  July - August 
Parish Office 
Gloucestershire Media  Advert Finlay Way   £   61.60 
Gloucestershire Media  Advert Playgrounds   £   61.60 
Gloucestershire Media  Advert Playgrounds   £   61.60 
Garden Services Gotherington Grass Cutting Play Areas  £ 400.00 
Grimshaw Group   Paths Millham Rd / Pecked Lane £3672.62 
Bishops Cleeve Village Hall Hall Hire    £   74.25 
Holder     Mileage and Expenses  £   59.01 
Cornish    Salary     £ 394.79 
Holder     Salary              £1270.71 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 675.87 
White     Miscellaneous Works  £366.00 
Holder     Emergency Mobile Phone  £  59.97 
Place Maintenance Ltd  Cut Playing Fields   £117.50 
Holder     Ragwort Removal   £100.00 
Npower    Electricity    £  85.49 
BT`     Re 674440    £ 147.68 
Wicksteed Leisure Ltd  Repairs to Nottingham Rd.  £ 564.00 
( Note: Replaces item in June schedule incorrectly shown as £504.00 ) 
BT`     Re 676985    £   54.83 
Staples    Stationery    £ 532.09 
Cornish    Salary     £ 312.18 
Holder     Salary              £1216.49 



Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 606.38 
Garden Services   Cut Grass Millham Rd  £ 400.00 
Public Works Loan Board  Loan Repayment          £11264.69 
John Ryde Commercial  Insurance Parish Office  £ 391.59 
Sports Field 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd  Pavilion June    £ 243.23 
British Gas    Gas     £ 156.41 
Holroyd    Mow Sports Field   £ 200.00 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd  Pavilion  July    £ 194.46 
Npower    Electricity    £   63.71 
Npower    Electricity    £ 266.61 
Lewis     Contract    £ 750.00 
Walker    Contract    £ 750.00 
Community Building 
Cleeve Fire Protection Ltd  Service Fire Equipment  £   22.92 
Premiere Products   Cleaning Materials   £   26.16 
Gurney    Salary     £ 366.29 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £   75.35 
Premiere Products   Service  Electrical Equipment £   70.51 
D.B.F. Electrical   Emergency Lighting Test  £   47.00 
M Aguirre    Cleaning    £ 200.00 
Specialised Security Systems Ltd Alarm Service   £  96.94 
Npower    Electricity    £391.31 
Gurney    Salary     £366.28 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £  75.49 
 
Cllr Badham asked why the Council was paying interest on the public  
Loan when the project had not yet been started.  The Clerk explained that the 
money was in the Council’s bank account and was need to meet payments to 
TBC on a quarterly basis in line with the Rural Renaissance Grant terms and 
conditions.  Cllr Rawlings stated that he was unhappy with the situation. 
 
07/144 Ð Clerks Report included the following points. 

• Training for whole parish council was discussed and the clerk was 
instructed to make further enquiries with GAPTC as to the content that 
they could offer and to confirm number of Councillors and officers that 
would attend. 

• Budget Training.  It was agreed that the Clerk could attend the above 
training at a cost of £60 

• Trade and Service Directory.  The Clerk was instructed to place a full 
page advertisement that was clearly visually aesthetic with Parish 
Councillors only included.  The clerk was instructed to continue to 
place the advertisement until further notice.  Proposed by Cllr A 
Lightfoot and Seconded by Cllr Badham.  All agreed. 

 
07/145- Correspondence received. 

• The clerk was instructed to respond to the 2323 Squadron request that 
the Council had no objections subject to the usual police agreements. 

• NALC conference.  Cllr Beresford to confirm attendance.  No other 
Councillors wished to attend. 



• GAPTC annual meeting in Tetbury – Cllr Beresford to attend. 
 
07/146- Best Garden competition 
Cllr Habgood proposed that the Council consider running a best garden 
competition.  After discussions it was agreed that Cllr Badham would discuss 
the matter at the Bishops Cleeve Chamber of Commerce and that the matter 
would be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting in October. 
 
07/147- Donations Requested 
The following organisations have requested donations  

• Bishops Cleeve Primary School – PTA  
Cllrs Taylor, Habgood and Peake declared prejudicial interests and left the 
room. Cllr Badham declared an interest and took no part in the discussion 
or decision. 
Clerk updated Council on planning issues that had been raised.  
Councillors expressed concerns that this request if granted may set a 
precedent in making Education donations.  Clerk stated that section 137 
monies can be donated if the community benefits.  Councillors felt that the 
donation was too great a portion of the total donation budget for the year 
and Cllr Beresford proposed and Cllr P Lightfoot seconded that the 
Council with reluctance was unable to make this donation.  All agreed. 
• Gloucestershire Chest Fund.  
Cllr Jackson proposed and Cllr Badham seconded the proposal of making 
a donation of £100.  All agreed. 
• Cleeve School Sports and Art Centre 
It was noted that we had not received a request for a donation this year 
and it was agreed that Cllr Beresford would ask that a formal request be 
made in writing. 
• Bishops Cleeve Chamber of Commerce – Christmas Lights 
Cllr Badham declared an interest. 
Previous history of donations made for the Christmas lights was given by 
Clerk. Concerns were expressed by Cllr Taylor on the percentage of the 
budget set aside for donations.  Cllr Jackson proposed that the figure of 
£850 from last year was matched. Cllr Lawrence seconded and a vote was 
taken.  9 Councillors voted to agree, one abstained and 1 declared an 
interest.  Therefore it was agreed.  Clerk was instructed to wait for an 
invoice from the electrical company. 
Cllr Lightfoot proposed that in future years the budget for donations 
contain a specified sum for the carnival and Christmas lights donations. 
• PCSO request for funding for a bicycle.  After discussions it was 

agreed that Cllr Jones would make enquiries and feedback to the next 
Parish Council meeting. 

 
07/148- Review of standing orders and financial regulations. 
Cllr Beresford proposed and Cllr Taylor seconded a request from the Clerk 
that an annual review of the above take place.  It was agreed that a 
working party would be set up including the Clerk, Chair, Vice-Chair and 
Financial monitoring Councillor.  All agreed 
 
 



07/149- Borough Councillor reports 
• Cllr P Taylor 
Main Council Meeting scheduled for 24th July 2007 was postponed due to 
the flooding and an emergency meeting held on 28th August 2007 to 
determine decisions that could not wait for the next Full Council meeting. 

  
Waste Strategy – the previous decision to move to biweekly residual 
collections with a ban on side waste (rubbish not in a wheely bin) and an 
extension of the Kerbside collection service to include plastic bottles and 
cardboard was deferred.  

  
De-criminalised Parking Enforcement (DPE) – TBC is to administer the 
powers to be delegated to GCC under the DPE Order with a projected 
start date of 5th November 2007. A team of 6 will enforce DPE within the 
TBC area.   

 
The shared Chief Executive arrangement between TBC and CDC has 
been extended until 30th April 2008. 

 
A Flood Recovery Grant of £623,500 has been received by TBC from 
central government. The exact criteria for distribution of the money is 
delegated to the TBC Chief Executive in consultation with Group Leaders 
and TBC Senior Officers. 

 
The revised code of conduct was adopted. 
• Cllr S Hillier-Richardson 

 
Flooding – see above 
Cleeve School – Residents liaison meeting will be on October 1st at Cleeve 
School 
 
Bus Pass photos- A reminder was given that sessions will take place at 
the community building week commencing 17th September, 9.30 to 2pm 
 
Waste Collection/Recycling. – see above 
 
Community Barn – The Council agreed, by a majority vote, to fund the 
revised plan for the Bishops Cleeve Community Barn. 
 
Neighbourhood policing – This is to be introduced throughout Tekesbury 
and Cheltenham Division in the next few months and “Key individuals” 
have been identified to take part in the local group meetings.  However Cllr 
Hillier-Richardson understands that individuals may ask to be included too. 
 
• Cllr Beresford asked if the ditch clearance work at the Sports field 

would be eligible for the flood relief recovery grant as it was a very 
major part in the flooding of the main road.  Cllr Taylor stated that work 
needed to be done quickly. 

 
 



07/150 Ð County Councillor report. 
The following points were raised by Cllr C Jones 
• Wingmoor Farm – ongoing  
• Homelands Farm – Drainage issues had been raised in local media 
• Orchard House – GCC Working group meeting had taken place on 31st 

August and had looked at Day Care Services in Somerset 
• Flooding – congratulations were given to Parish and Borough Councils. 

It has been noted by GCC that local knowledge held by Parish 
Councils is vital in emergency situations.  There is to be a task group to 
look into the matter. 

• Power cuts- residents of St Michael’s Court still waiting for payment 
• Rooftop meeting to be held 17/9/07.   
• Other Highway issues – Tour by GCC Highways staff and Cllrs Jones 

and  Rawlings looking at flood issues and possible damage. 
• School Safety Zone still being pursued. 
• Bus Service L will be ceased.  Changes to route 526 
• CPE.  There will seminars in September/October for Parishes 
• Children’s Centre to be sited in Library. It was agreed by the Parish 

Council that they would like to invite Kathy Sullivan to October 
meeting. 

• Fire Stations and Life skills centre application 
• Councillor Identity cards in process 
• Cleeve School obtained excellent GCSE and A level results. 
 
07/151 Ð Any other Business at the Chairs discretion that do not 
require decisions to be taken  
• The clerk gave dates provided by TBC for Code of Conduct 

training. 
• Cllr Rawlings requested that a copy of the Flooding Protection 

letter received from GCC be distributed to all Councillors. 
 
Meeting closed at 10.15pm 
Date of next meeting 4th October 2007 at 7pm (guest speaker) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


