
Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Tithe Barn on 

4th October  2007 at 7.00 pm 
 

1. Public Session – no members of the public were present 
2. Present at the meeting 

Cllrs Ayres (Chair) P Lightfoot, A Lightfoot, P Taylor, J Habgood, J Peake,  
and P Rawlings.  County Councillor C Jones. 
Cllrs arrived after the start of the meeting – Cllrs  J Stephens, G Jackson,  
P Richmond, Borough Councillor J Richardson. 
Apologies received from Cllrs Bereford, Badham, Lawrence, and 
Mackinnon. 

3. Guest Speaker – Kathy Sullivan – Library Manager for Cheltenham and  
 Tewkesbury Area.   

An overview of the timescale and plans for the layout of the Library to 
accommodate a Childrens’ Centre was given, followed by a question and 
answer session. 
Q. Will the number of books available for children be reduced 
A. No, the displays will be different but not the actual number 
Q. How often will the Childrens’ Centre be staffed 
A. Staff from the Library Service will be able to act on the behalf of the 
 Childrens’ Centre. 
Q. Will the Library staff receive specialist training 
A. Yes 
Q How was this model decided on. 
A. The decision was taken by the Childrens’ and Young People 

Directorate based on prioritising criteria. 
A. The most deprived areas of the County were the first tier of service 

and now the second tier including Bishops Cleeve are being rolled 
out. 

Q. How many years’ of Government Funding are available 
A. The project should aim to be self-sufficient 
Q Was any parental consultation undertaken 
A That was undertaken by the Childrens’ and young peoples 

directorate and therefore the Library service was not involved at 
that stage. 

Q. As the Library Area manager are you concerned about the staff and 
finance sustainability. 

A No the Library staff are already in place. 
Q Elderly parishioners have complained about the noise levels in the 

childrens’ section of the library. 
A. This is a difficult issue, but Bishops Cleeve is a lively place and the 

library is one of the best used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Opening Comments from Chair. 
It was with much regret that the Chair had accepted the resignation of the 
Responsible Financial Officer- Alan Cornish.  The Chair informed the Council 
that there was to be an Employment working group meeting on the 9th 
October to discuss the way forward and they would report back to full 
council at the next meeting. 
Cllr P Lightfoot proposed that the Council formally record its appreciation for 
Alan’s hard work and wish him all the best for the future. Cllr Rawlings 
seconded and all agreed. 
 
07/152 Cllr P Lightfoot proposed and Cllr Taylor seconded that the minutes 
of  6th September 2007 be agreed as accurate by Council.  All Agreed 
 
07/153. Matters arising from the minutes for information purposes only 
Cllr Taylor informed the Council that the concerns expressed by the public 
regarding the overhanging branches had now been dealt with. 
Cllr Lightfoot asked for an update on the situation regarding the resignation 
of Cllr Hatton. The clerk stated that advice had been sought from TBC 
regarding the procedure and that TBC had stated that it would arrange for 
the appropriate notices to be sent. 
 
07/154 Draft minutes updates from Committees and Working Groups were 
noted: 

¥ Best Value  working group– Cllr A Lightfoot informed Council that 
larger and more cost effective dog bins had been sourced and were on 
order.  This was including a replacement bin due to vandalism. 

¥ Traffic/Best Value – Cllr Rawlings informed Council that a notice board 
was being fitted in the bus shelter outside the chemist shop in Church 
Road on a trial basis.  The cost would be allocated to  Best Value 
capital budget. 

¥ Playgrounds and Playing fields Committee – Cllr Lightfoot highlighted 
the public consultation display regarding Finlay Way proposed play 
area to take place in the Community Building on 13th October 2007. 
As a result of the continued vandalism in Nottingham Road play area, 
the swings now had been removed for safety purposes.  The 
investigation of different surfaces was continuing and the swings 
would be returned as soon as it was safe to do so. 

¥ Traffic Committee – Cllr Rawlings confirmed that the seat would be 
fitted in the bus shelter in Church Road on the 5th October 2007.   
Cllr Rawlings also informed the Council that Gloucestershire 
Highways had commenced work on damaged road surfaces due to the 
flooding. 
Cllr Ayres informed Cllr Rawlings that some residents had asked for a 
bus seat to be put in the bus shelter at Linworth Road. 

¥ Planning Committee- Cllr A Lightfoot informed Council that 
representations had been made to TBC Licensing committee regarding 
the take-away outlet in Church Road 

 
 



¥ Community Building Committee- Cllr Jackson informed the Council 
that the charges had been increased with effect from 1st October 2007 
to £8 for room 1, £5 for room 2 and £3 booking fee for both rooms for 
Casual/one-off hires. 

¥ Newletter working group update – Cllr A Lightfoot informed Council 
that Cllr Habgood was working on the latest edition and she thanked 
him for his hard work.   Cllr C Jones asked if there would be space for 
a notice regarding the Flood Task Group meeting.  Cllr Habgood 
informed Council that there was a lot of content already and space 
was limited. 

¥ Web page – Cllr Habgood informed Council that the Newsletter 
working group had been able to view a proto-type model and he was 
waiting for feedback. 

¥ New Barn working group – Cllr Ayres informed Council that a meeting 
was to take place on October 11th at Tewkesbury Borough Council. 

 
07/155     Finance – Councillors agreed the following schedule of payments. 
Finance Schedule for September 2007 
Parish Office 
White    Playground  Maintenance  £231   
    Miscellaneous   £  95 
          £326.00 
GAPTC   Training     £ 60.00 
Ink Spot   Trade Directory    £ 212.79 
Staples   Stationery / Stamps    £ 185.85 
Cleeve Fire Protection Ltd Parish Office Service   £   22.92 
Moore Stephens  Audit Fee              £1028.12 
Holroyd   Mowing Grass Allotments   £   60.00 
Holder    Mileage     £   32.64 
Cornish   Salary      £ 277.14 
Holder    Salary               £1145.62 
Inland Revenue  Tax and NIC     £ 547.99 
 
        
 
Sports Field 
White    Repairs Gates    £   25.00 
Severn Trent Water  Rates      £ 638.21 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd Pavilion Aug     £ 243.23 
Place Maintenance Ltd Topsoil     £ 117.50 
Lewis    Purchases     £   96.42 
Walker   Purchases     £ 275.46 
All Coopers Ltd  Service Alarm    £   64.63 
 
 
Community 
Aguirre   Weekly Clean August   £ 250.00 
Gurney   Expenses Re-imbursed   £   68.42 
Gurney   Salary      £ 422.31 
Inland Revenue  Tax and NIC     £ 100.29 



 
 
Councillors asked for clarification on payments made to Ground Maintenance 
and K White. 
 
07/156 External Audit for 2006/7 
The external auditor’s report for the financial year 2006/7 was noted and Cllr A 
Lightfoot proposed and Cllr P Lightfoot seconded that the Parish Council  
accept the Auditors’ report.  All agreed 
 
The Council noted that a set of financial regulations is recommended and that 
donations should be marked in all minutes as S137 payments. 
 
07/157 Clerks’ Report 
Actions from previous minutes confirmed as:  

¥ Bus Shelter seat ordered and due for fitting 5/10/07  
¥ Street Lighting proposals –response sent as agreed by Traffic Committee 

Dates for your diaries confirmed as per agenda 
 
07/158 Correspondence 

¥ Seminar on decriminalised parking enforcement – Cllr Rawlings to attend 
¥ Village and Community Hall Forum invitation noted 
¥ Homelands Farm information in Parish Office 

 
07/159 Section 137 payments 

¥ Request for funding towards a bicycle for PCSO – information was given 
by County Councillor Jones and noted that Cllr Jones would request 
further information on 5th October 2007.  It was agreed by Council that the 
matter would be discussed further at the next Parish Council meeting. 

 
07/160 Election to Committees and working groups. 
 
The following Councillors were elected on to the stated working groups and 
Committees: 
Employment working group -Cllr Richmond proposed by Cllr Taylor and 
Seconded by        - all agreed 
Best Value working group -Cllr Taylor and Cllr Rawlings  proposed by Cllr Ayres 
and seconded by Cllr Jackson – All agreed 
Emergency Planning working party. It was agreed by Council that Cllrs Taylor, 
Habgood, Peake, Rawlings, A Lightfoot, Ayres and Richmond would form the 
working group.  It was agreed that County Councillor Jones would attend as an 
observer.  The terms of reference were discussed and will be confirmed at the 
first meeting of the working group on a date to be agreed by Councillors. 
 
07/161  Best Garden Competition 
Cllr Badham was not able to attend the meeting so this matter was deferred until 
the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
 
 



07/162 Code of Conduct 2007  
Cllr Taylor and Cllr P Lightfoot proposed and seconded that the Code of 
Conduct as recommended by Tewkesbury Borough Council be adopted.  All 
agreed.  Acceptance of Office forms were duly signed by Councillors present in 
front of the Clerk.  Register of members interests forms are to be returned to 
Clerk as soon as possible. 
 
07/163-  Borough Council Reports were circulated and/or read out 
 
Cllr Richmond: 
County Council Inquiry into flooding in Gloucestershire 
Today I attended the inquiry being held at the Guildhall in Gloucester and gave 
evidence as part of Tewkesbury Borough CouncilÕs response to their Scrutiny 
committeeÕs investigation into this summers flooding emergency. 
The session centred on the main learning points for the council and its 
representatives.   
The findings of the County CouncilÕs inquiry will be passed to the parliamentary 
enquiry as soon as practicable. 
Housing Green Paper Ð Homes for the future: more affordable, more sustainable  
I am on the Housing & Environment committee that recently considered this matter 
and a robust response has been sent to the department of Communities and Local 
Government. 
Key points that were stressed regarding future development were as follows: - 

¥ Flooding 
¥ Green belt 
¥ Quality & design 

Training 
I have attended a number of seminars and training events including the new Code of 
Conduct. 
 
Tewkesbury Borough Council has to date made 1,058 payments totalling £270,000 to 
householders who were affected by the floods.  The payments are based on the level 
of their borough council tax, vulnerability (i.e. on benefits), whether they are living in a 
caravan or upstairs, and the severity of the floods.  It is anticipated that payments to 
households affected by the floods will reach £410,000. 
 
 
Cllr Taylor 
Not much to report as none of my committees have met since the last Parish Council 
meeting although I did attend Housing and Environment as an observer and a seminar 
on the HOMES FOR THE FUTURE green paper. 
 
The two of the items raised in the Public session of the last full meeting have been 
resolved. The Grange Field has now been cut and the branches over hanging 
Cheltenham Road from Grange Drive cut back. IÕm currently trying to establish a 
schedule of works for TBC in Bishops Cleeve for grass cutting, litter collection, the 
emptying of bins etc however this is proving harder than it should be but I am hopeful I 
will be able to provide this for the next meeting.   
 



IÕve been in contact with Green Issues about the distribution of the feedback report 
collected after the public consultation about proposed development of Homelands 
Farm. There is an electronic copy available from the clerk and Green Issues will re-
send copies to those who requested a copy. IÕm also awaiting details of the current 
state of play with the Planning Application 
 
Cllr Hillier-Richardson 
Cleeve School Ð Residents Liaison Meet ing 
The second meeting of this group took place on Oct 1st. Issues discussed included 
the problem of litter around the school and measures to tackle it, pupil behaviour - 
including smoking in bus shelters and the building works. The next Newsletter for 
Residents, local to the school, will be distributed within the next few weeks. The 
next meeting will be in February. 
 
Community Barn 
Further meetings have taken place to discuss plans for the Community Barn. These 
are at a delicate stage and nothing has been finalised at this point. 
 
Plans for housing behind Lidl 
I had a meeting with other councillors and a representative from the developer to 
discuss the plans for this area. We await revised plans.  
 
Rooftop Housing /  Residents meet ing 
I attended this meeting on Sept 17th organised by Councillor Ceri Jones. Rooftop 
certainly seems to making considerable improvements to their properties and the 
estate in general. They also seem to respond quickly to concerns and suggestions 
from residents. 
 
Flooding 
There is money in the Flood Relief Grant, held by TBC, for resilience measures 
which communities, such as Bishop’s Cleeve, can access. 
 
07/164 –County Councillor report. 
 
Cllr Jones commented on the following 

1. Wingmoor Farm:  Cory application for IVC facility  Ð accepted, with 
hours condition tightened.  Grundon application; application for a variation 
of Condition 12 Ð, accepted 5 votes to 3. Next Wingmoor Farm Liaison 
Group 16 October.  Meeting of HIA Group scheduled for Monday 10 
September deferred because not enough info available. 

 
2. Orchard House:  Met  Mark Branton;  suggested we meet with him once 

report from the Day Centre Services Task Group is published as it could 
give useful pointers for discussion.  By then, guidelines for needs 
assessment (jointly produced by GCC and the PCT should be available.)  

 
3. Flooding:  Task Group looking into the matter. Drop-in session (possibly 

in Tewkesbury) Monday 22 October , 6.30-8.30pm.  Bromford Housing 



Association Ð met with them along with residents; now have list of all their 
properties and will keep them informed of our regular meetings.  

 
4. Power  cuts: St MichaelÕs Court . now got their money.  Will now need to 

push for Churchfields work to be done.   
 

5. Rooftop:  Meeting 17/9 Ð (I  shall send you the minutes when they are 
ready) good attendance, both of residents and Rooftop personnel. Money 
given to BCPS.  Will have an interim measure to address problems with 
garages in Linworth Road.   

 
6. Other  Highways Issues:  Council question re treatment of Central 

Region; Will be going to Divisional Estimates meeting Oct 9th and will 
pursue question of School Safety Zone.  Stephen Burden now our interim 
Area Stakeholder Manager.  £10m given for damage to Highways because 
of floods Ð should restore some of the Capital programme.  Safer Route to 
School Ðbollards to be in place within a fortnight.  Signage on by-pass 
being looked into.   

 
7. Bus Services:  L now discontinued Ð my suggestions to ITU about peak-

hour service came to nought; Both D and A are 10 minute services and a 
weekly Megarider ticket costs £9 (cheaper than using the L, which cost 
£11 for a weekly ticket!).  Subsidy was about £11 per passenger journey. 

 
8. Other  ÔCouncilÕ issues:  preparing for CPA (w/c 22 Oct .)  Fire Stations 

and Life Skills Centre application Ð did not come to Planning Cttee 18 Sept 
as I had expected.   New Code of Conduct Ð personal and prejudicial 
interests. 

 
9. Councillor Identity Cards:   researching appropriate fasteners/materials. 

 
10. Cleeve School:  Admissions Ð now understood; all current students from 

Cleeve catchment would have been admitted under new system; very 
successful Open Evening.  Phase 2 building still on schedule for 
completion in Aug 08; phase 3 being planned with a view to completion in 
Spring Õ09.  

 
07/165- Any other business at the Chairs’ discretion that do not require 
decisions to be taken. 
 
It was noted that the Orchard House working group would be meet after the 
Gloucestershire County Council report was available. 
 



Apologies for the next two Parish Council meetings were received from Cllr 
Jackson. 
 
Cllr Taylor asked Council to note that the recycling bank for plastic bottles had 
been removed from outside the Community Building.  He informed Council that 
there were 5 other recycling banks for plastic bottles within the area. 
 
Cllr Richmond informed Council that at a recent Road safety meeting the focus 
had been on the 18-25 years old age range as they were involved in the majority 
of road accidents.  Cllr Richmond stated that he was currently researching why 
young people did not take up further training. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
Date of next meeting November 1st  2007 
 

 
    Signed………………………… 


