
BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Council 

Held in the Village Hall on  
7th June 2007 

Present:   
  Cllr. Mrs V. Ayres  ( Chair ) 
  Cllr. M. Beresford 
  Cllr. J. Habgood 

Cllr. G. Jackson 
  Cllr. P. Lightfoot 
  Cllr A. Lightfoot 
  Cllr. C. Lawrence 
  Cllr. A. Mackinnon 
  Cllr. J. Peake  
  Cllr. P. Richmond 
  Cllr. P. Rawlings 
  Cllr. P. Taylor 
 
Also Present: 
  Borough Cllr J. Richardson 
  County Cllr. Jones 
 
PRESENTATION FROM CORY 
 
Ms J Doyle gave a short presentation entitled “In Vessel Composting 
Proposals”. She mentioned that:- 

• The facility will be able to accept a maximum of 35,000 tons of waste 
per annum. 

• That it will produce 21,000 tons of compost 
• Gloucestershire produces 1.37 million tons of waste each year of which 

just 7% is composted. 
As part of the planning process the under mentioned aspects were 
considered:- 

• Visual Impact 
• Traffic 
• Noise 
• Odour 
• Bio aerosols 

A full description of the buildings and process was then given. 
 
A Mr P Metcalfe of ADAS followed with a presentation on “Research into Bio 
Aerosols at Composting Facilities”. He gave the background into his research, 
on the sampling procedures and the statistics it produced. In summary, the 
sampling conformed to the expected pattern i.e. by 125m downwind the 
residual bio aerosols were roughly the same as upwind levels. 
 
Cllr Rawlings was concerned about traffic levels  and was advised that the 
same number of vehicles as at present would be bringing the waste in, any 



increase would result if compost was transported off site and not used within 
the facility. 
Cllr Beresford asked if kitchen waste included meat waste and was advised it 
did. 
A final question concerned the capacity of the site. As previously mentioned 
Ms Doyle confirmed it was 35,000 tons per annum with some seasonal 
variation. 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
 
There were no questions from the public. 
 
07/095 Co-option of a New Member. 
 
Ms J Stephens and Mr Mark Cooper gave short presentations to councillors. 
It was agreed that Borough Cllr Richardson and County Cllr Jones should act 
as tellers and a vote was taken. Ms J Stephens was elected by a straight 
majority. 
The Chair welcomed Ms Stephens to the Council and thanked Mr Cooper for 
his interest. 
07/095.1 Cllr P. Lightfoot suggested that a vote of thanks be sent to the 
two retiring councillors for all their hard work on behalf of the Parish namely 
Cllrs Mrs P. Hatton and Taylor. This was agreed and the Clerk instructed to 
write an appropriate letter. 
 
07/096 Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Badham, Mrs I. Hatton. And Mrs S Hillier-
Richardson. 
 
07/097 Minutes of the meeting of 2nd February 2006 
 
It was pointed out that Cllr Habgood’s name should be added to the Fair 
Trade Village Working Party at 07/077.2. With this amendment it was 
proposed by Cllr P. Lightfoot and seconded by Cllr Beresford ÒThat the 
Minutes of the meeting of 3rd. May 2007 be adopted as a true recordÓ.  
This was passed. 
 
07/098 Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting of 3rd May 
2007 
 
07/098.1 Cllr Jackson confirmed that he had now signed his Declaration 
of Acceptance of Office. 
 
07/099 Planning and Licences 
 
07/099.1 The minutes of the meetings of   10th and 24th April 2007                  
were noted. 
07/099.2 Cllr Jackson noted that the Large Lidl sign had now been 
removed whilst Cllr Richmond asked if an application had been received in 



respect of a proposal to build three houses in Stoke Road East. Cllr A. 
Lightfoot confirmed that the plans had been received. 
07/099.3 Cllr Rawlings commented that there were no TBC decision 
sheets this month. 
 
07/100 Community Building 
 
07/100.1 The  minutes of the meeting of  27th March 2007   were noted. 
07.100.2 Cllr P. Lightfoot gave a short update to Members advising that 

the Community Building had shown a small loss last year 
accounted for, by capital expenditure  on various replacement 
items. None was expected in the current year. He also noted 
that a window had been broken by vandals. 

 
07/101 Allotments 
 
07/101.1 The Minutes of the meeting of 26th April 2007 were noted. 
 
07/102 Playing Fields and Play Areas 
 
07/102.1 The Minutes of the meetings of  18th April 25th April and 23rd and 
2007 were noted. 
07/102.2 Cllr P. Lightfoot advised that: 

• The grounds men D Walker and D Lewis had been appointed and had 
commenced work. 

• Proposals for the refurbishment of Pecked Lane Playing Area and that 
in Millham Road were being progressed. 

• As regards Finlay Way Play Area Cllr P. Taylor was taking the lead. 
• £500 would need to be spent to repair vandalism at Nottingham Road 

Play Area. 
• Football and Rugby posts had been smashed at the Sports Field. 
• Finally he reported that at the next meeting the committee was to 

concentrate on budgets and setting a business plan. 
07/102.3 Cllr Rawlings, noting that the Sports Field sign was to be 
relocated, asked if Hartells had quoted. He was advised that they had 
dropped out, Roots to Shoots had quoted but were too expensive and that the 
new grounds men were to quote for the work. 
07/102.4 Cllr Richmond was concerned re drainage at the North West 
corner of the field and was advised by Cllr P. Lightfoot that the committee had 
considered this but it was not believed to be a serious problem and, as such, 
there were other priorities for available finance. 
07/102.5 Cllr Rawlings asked if the points raised by the recent Playground 
Inspection were being addressed and Cllr P. Lightfoot responded by indicating 
that all urgent items were to be rectified whilst those less urgent would be 
covered by the general refurbishment mentioned earlier. 
07/102.6 Cllr Lawrence was concerned with the grass cutting of the Kayte 
Lane Field and was advised that, whilst the new grounds men had offered to 
cut the grass the existing contractor who had been given notice had agreed to 
undertake a cut. 



07/102.7 Cllr Mrs V. Ayres was concerned about the state of the 
Shrubbery in Cheltenham Road and Cllr Beresford advised that he continued 
to chase the contractor to do the work. 
 
07/103 Best Value Working Party 
 
07/103.1 Cllr A Lightfoot confirmed that the Working Party had met once 
and had agreed to meet as required probably on Tuesdays after the Planning 
meeting when there were no other meetings scheduled. She confirmed that 
the under mentioned topics had been discussed: 

• Dog Bins 
• Litter Bins 
• Notice Boards 

The Clerk had been asked to obtain quotations for new items as necessary. 
 
In the future, Cllr A. Lightfoot confirmed, it was the intention to discuss Quality 
Council Status. 
07/103.2 Cllr Rawlings asked that a dog bin be provided at the end of 
Bishop’s Drive and was advised that the Clerk was researching a suitable site 
with residents. 
07/103.3 Cllr Rawlings also remarked that a litter bin was required near 
the library and Cllr A. Lightfoot asked all Councillors to advise the clerk of any 
sites felt to need additional bins 
 
07/104 Traffic Highways and Footpaths 
 
07/104.1 The minutes of the meeting of 17th May 2007 were noted. 
07/104.2 Cllr Rawlings updated Members on a number of topics. 

• He had met with County and Borough Officers and found both helpful 
and felt that the spirit of Co-operation fostered over previous years was 
“bearing fruit”. 

• There was still a need for enforcement of parking in the village. 
07/104.3 There followed a discussion regarding  the coding of the costs of 
cleaning the bus shelters and it was agreed the all these costs be placed 
against Miscellaneous Handyman Expenses. Responsible Financial Officer to 
note and action. 
07/104.4 Cllr Richmond advised he had attended a Road Safety Meeting 
and would produce a report. 
07/104.5 Cllr Peake was concerned about the parking in the Tesco Car 
Park at school times and felt that there was an accident waiting to happen. It 
was confirmed, however, that this is not a Police matter as the car park is 
private land and that there was little point in writing to the Tesco Management 
on the subject. It was proposed by  Cllr Habgood and seconded by Cllr Peake 
ÒThat the Clerk be instructed to write a diplomatic letter  to the 
Headmaster of BishopÕs Cleeve Primary School pointing out the dangers 
of the Òhap hazard Ò parking and seeking his help in approaching 
parents in this regardÓ. This was passed by 7 votes to 4 with one 
abstention. 
 
 



07/105 Tithe Barn 
 
Cllr Richmond advised that the Tithe Barn had held it’s AGM recently and that 
he would report shortly on this and the planning application. 
 
07/106 Finance 
 
07/106.1 It was proposed by Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr P. Lightfoot 
ÒThat the under mentioned schedule of payments be approvedÓ.  This 
was passed 
 
Parish Office 
Cotswold Solutions   Service Call Out   £   40.00 
GAPTC    Publication    £   20.00 
White     Assemble Shelving   £   10.00 
B.T.     Re 674440    £ 120.00 
John Hicks and Associates  Examination of Play Areas  £ 170.26 
Npower    Office electricity   £   97.65 
Tewkesbury Borough Council Costs re Finlay Way Play Area £ 150.00 
White     General Works   £ 154.00 
Hartell NB Construction  Clearing Ditches etc.                    £1402.50 
BT     Re 674985    £   49.25 
GAPTC    Training    £   15.00 
Cornish    Salary     £ 309.63 
Holder     Salary              £1150.65 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 559.21 
White     Cleaning Bus Shelters  £   55.00 
Holder     Mileage    £ 124.03 
 
Sports Field 
Vining     Ground Maintenance  £ 783.34 
Vining     Ground Maintenance  £ 954.89 
Npower    Floodlights              £ 606.97 
 
Community 
Premiere Products   Cleaning Materials   £ 118.39 
GCC     Annual rent    £ 141.25 
Premiere Products   Cleaning Materials   £   14.92 
Npower    Electricity    £ 349.05 
MD Windows    New Sealed Unit   £ 134.13 
Gurney    Salary     £ 388.70 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £   84.15 
Aguirre    Cleaning    £ 200.00 
 
07/106.2 Bowls Club Drive  
The Deputy Clerk reported that a response from NALC was still awaited 
despite constant pressure for a reply and he advised that he did not consider 
it good service bearing in mind the cost of membership. Cllr Beresford 
proposed ÒThat the Clerk do now write to GAPTC for onward 



transmission to NALC expressing the CouncilÕs frustration and the need 
for an urgent replyÓ. This was passed. 
It was agreed that this issue be brought forward to next month’s agenda. 
 
07/107 Clerk’s Report 
 
07/107.1 In the absence of the Clerk a written report was produced for the 
meeting as attached. 
07/107.2 The Deputy Clerk read an e-mail from Chris Shaw re waste 
collections and Cllr Taylor advised that the matter should be left until after the 
Borough July meeting. 
07/107.3 The Deputy Clerk read a letter from Deputy Chief Constable 
regarding the provision of as new Police Station in the Village on the present 
site and seeking to speak to the July meeting. It was agreed the Police be 
invited and that the meeting would commence at 7.00 p.m. Clerk to note. 
07/107.4 A letter from Cleevevale Rotary had been received regarding 
their project to provide a Community Bus for Bishop’s Cleeve and surrounding 
Villages. The Deputy Clerk declared an interest as he is a Member of the Club 
and it’s treasurer and offered to leave the room. This offer was declined by 
Members who asked for some background. It was explained that some £10k 
had been raised to date and that the project was one which would take two / 
three years to reach fruition. At this stage some representation on a 
Committee to be formed was sought to explore all aspects of the project. Cllr 
Beresford agreed to  become involved on a “information gathering” basis at 
this stage if the Council agreed. Cllr P. Lightfoot so proposed  with Cllr Taylor 
seconding. This was passed. The Clerk  to write to the Rotary Club 
accordingly. 
07/107.5 Cllr Taylor felt that the letter from Grundon should be dealt with 
by the Planning Committee and this was agreed 
 
07/108 Borough Councillors’ Reports 
 
07/108.1 Borough Cllr Richardson advised that he had received a letter 
from Hutchinson with a proposal that a mobile phone mast be sited adjacent 
to the Tesco round about. Cllr A. Lightfoot did not feel this was a suitable 
location as it was near listed buildings and that it may need to be opposed. 
07/108.2 Borough Cllr Taylor advised that all Borough Councillors were 
going through the induction process and that some previous decisions of the 
Council were to be reconsidered by the new Council. 
07/108.3 Borough Cllr Richmond reported that the budget position of the 
Borough Council was deteriorating and there were problems ahead. 
07/108.4 Borough Cllr Mackinnon advised that he and Cllr Richmond 
were now Members of the Planning Committee. 
 
07/109 County Councillors Report 
 
County Cllr Jones reported on a variety of topics including: 

• Wingmoor Farm – Cory application now received and there is a need to 
consider all the implications. 

• Day Care Centre Working Group – meeting held, resources are limited. 



• Station Road had met with petitioners 
• Rooftop – Useful meeting held last week. The large advertising board 

is to be moved. 
• A number of footpaths are being restricted with greenery. There are the 

usual issues of ownership etc. but Rob Hainsworth is being very 
helpful. 

• Council Identity Card. Parish Councillors agreed they wished to 
continue with this and it was agreed that the Clerk would bring the 
camera to the next Council meeting. 

 
07/110 Other Important Business at the Chair’s Discretion. 
 
07/110.1 Cllr Beresford gave his apologies for the July meeting 
07/110.2 Cllr Jackson advised that the cadet hut was now not to be built 
as the army had withdrawn funding. Councillors agreed that the land in 
question was community land. 
07/110.3 Cllr Mackinnon suggested that a letter of appreciation should be 
sent to the organisers of the Street Fair. This was agreed. Clerk to action. 
07/110.4 Cllr Lawrence was concerned about inaccuracies in the Cleeve 
Browser some comments purportedly being attributed to another Councillor. 
In response Cllr Richmond said that he was free to speak to anyone and it 
was up to them how it was reported.  Cllr P. Lightfoot said there was a 
distinction between talking to the general public and to members of the press / 
media. Any comments to the latter should go through either the Clerk, the 
Chair, or the Chair of a Committee. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs V Ayres ÒThat 
the Clerk do write a letter to the editor asking that she checks her facts 
with the Clerk on all matters relating to the Parish CouncilÓ. This was 
seconded by Cllr Beresford and passed. Clerk to action. 
07/110.5 Cllr Rawlings asked for two items to be added to next month’s 
agenda, namely: 

• Closure / withdrawal of facilities of Post Office  
• Funding of Bus Passes. 

 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at  10.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED  THIS    5th DAY OF  July        2007 
 


