
Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Tithe Barn on  

5th July  2007 at 7.00 pm 
 
1. Present at meeting: Cllr Ayres (Chair) Cllrs Hatton, Stephens,  Peake, 

Richmond, Taylor, Habgood, Badham Mackinnon, Rawlings and Jackson.  
Borough Councillor S Hillier-Richardson and County Councillor C Jones 
Police Inspector Murnaghan, Police Sergeant Butt, PCSO Devil and Ms P 
Jones 

 
2. Apologies were noted from Cllrs Beresford, P Lightfoot, A Lightfoot, and 

Borough Councillor J Richardson 
 
3. Police Inspector Murnaghan outlined the plans for the police station in 

Bishops Cleeve and gave assurances that the police staffing levels would be 
maintained during the relocation process.  He confirmed that central locations 
in Bishops Cleeve were being looked at for a temporary site.  He answered 
questions from Councillors regarding: 

¥ Visual presence – Central location would be preferred if site had been 
available. 

¥ Reassurance sought that when the new Police Headquarters has been built that 
the local police station would not disappear 

¥ Confirmed that local agencies were being liaised with in regard to temporary 
site 

¥ Time scale- Confirmed that the existing site would be placed on the market in 
June 07 

¥ Councillors sought monthly written reports from PCSO’s  
¥ Councillors asked if new developers approached the police regarding statistics 

on increased traffic volume.  Inspector Murnaghan advised that Crime 
Reduction Officers and Local Authorities  would be involved in such 
discussions 

¥ For increases in anti-social behaviour advice was given that identification of 
the offenders could lead to fixed penalty notices being issued.  Reporting and 
Recording were necessary 

¥ Councillors asked for support in preventing right hand turning out of the Tesco 
car park at the entrance near to the Library.  Inspector Murnaghan advised that 
all accident statistics are reported to the Local Authority. 

¥ Councillors asked if PSCO’s had authority to issue fixed penalty notices.  It 
was confirmed that they had the authority to do so until Oct/Nov 07 when the 
Local Authorities would be taking over the issuing of traffic penalties.  

 
4 Public Session 
 Members of the public raised concerns over: 

¥ Pay point in Bishop Cleeve – It was confirmed that the closest location was in 
Bouncers Lane, Cheltenham.  The Council was informed by Cllr Badham that 
he had requested permission for a pay point to be in the Chemist Shop in 
Church Road, but at that time had been declined. 

¥ Bus Pass Photograph arrangements were confirmed that Tewkesbury Borough 
Council were holding the sessions in their offices as notified but in addition 
sessions would be held in Bishops Cleeve in the week commencing 17th 
September 2007 for those parishioners unable to travel to Tewkesbury. 



¥ The hedgerow in Cheltenham Road was causing concern.  The Clerk informed 
the Council that the matter was in hand.  Borough Councillors were requested 
to follow this matter up. 

07/111. Minutes from previous meeting and approved after  the  
             following points were noted: 

¥ 7/110.4 Clarification was sought that it was the editor of the Cleeve Browser 
that was the letter should be sent to. 

¥ Discussion took place as to whether the Responsible Financial Officer who 
was deputising for the Clerk should be recorded as the Deputy Clerk.  It was 
proposed by Cllr Taylor and Seconded by Cllr Jackson that in future a note 
should be inserted into the beginning of the minutes stating that the RFO was 
deputising for the Clerk on that occasion.  Agreed. 

 
07/112 Matters arising for information purposes only: 

¥ A letter had been received in response to the letter sent to Bishops Cleeve 
Primary School and would be responded to by the Traffic Committee 

¥ Cllr Rawlings and Cllr Jones would be meeting with a representative from 
Gloucestershire Highways in the Parish Office on 9th November 

 
07/113 Reports from Committees 

¥ Cllr Habgood proposed that the Allotment Committee be extended from 3 
members to 5.  The Chair of the Council suspended standing orders to enable 
the vote to take place as the decision taken at the May 07 
Council meeting was to have 3 members and decisions taken should stand for 
6 months.  A vote was taken and 8 Councillors agreed with the proposal.  The 
Chair of the Council reinstated standing orders. 
Cllrs Taylor and Stephens were duly elected members of the Allotment 
Committee. 

¥ Allotment Report. Noted. Cllr Jackson asked if there was a deficit in the 
Allotment account.  It was stated that the Clerk was monitoring the Income 
and Expenditure to date and calculating the anticipated revenue. 

¥ Community Building. Noted. Cllr Stephens asked if the new Non Smoking 
signs had been put up.  The Clerk informed Council that they had been 
ordered and in the meantime temporary signs had been distributed. 

¥ Planning. Noted. Cllr Hatton asked for an update on the progress of the VDS.  
The question was to be forward to Cllr A Lightfoot. 
Survey response summary was enclosed and Cllr Jackson stated that it was the 
intention to publish the summary in the Parish Newsletter and to give a copy 
to Grundons on receipt of Grundons’ report. 
Cllr Jackson answered a query on the planning application for Mill Parade. 

¥ New Barn. Noted. Cllrs expressed deep concern over the current situation 
regarding budget and time delays. 

¥ Playing Fields. Noted. Cllr Lawrence asked when the Sports field sign was to 
be moved. Clerk stated it was in hand.  Cllr Hillier-Richardson asked for more 
detail regarding the cutting of the nettle bank. The Clerk explained that it was 
the area of ground in front of the bowls club facing towards the Cemetery. 

¥ Tithe Barn. Noted  
 

07/114.1 Finance 
¥ It was proposed by Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr Jackson that the enclosed 

Schedule of payments for June 2007 be approved.  This was agreed with one 
abstention.  

Finance  June 



Parish Office 
Stokes and Sons   Lock Patio Door   £    99.88 
Cornish    CD’s     £      8.87 
Staples UK Ltd   Stationery    £ 671.92 
Selkirk    Internal Audit Fee    £ 160.00 
Diocese of Gloucester  Rent      £ 387.50 
Staples    Stationery     £ 213.42 
White     Misc Works    £ 154.00 
White     Cleaning Bus Shelters   £   40.00 
John Ryde Commercial  Rent              £1175.00 
Cable and Pipe Construction Road Sports Field                  £5875.00 
Holder     Mileage    £   55.48 
Roots to Shoots   Hedges Nottingham Rd  £ 305.50 
Wicksteed Leisure Ltd  Repairs Nottingham Rd  £ 504.00 
Severn Trent Water   Allotments    £ 439.56 
Cornish    Salary     £ 337.02 
Holder     Salary              £1333.33 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 693.41 
GAPTC    Mentoring    £   15.00 
White     Various as per invoices  £ 342.00 
BT     Internet Services   £ 158.62 
Diocesan Board of Finance Rent – Allotments    £ 387.50 
 
 
Sports Field 
 
White     Lock Sports field   £   10.00 
Low Cost Cleaning   Pavilion May    £ 194.46 
Low Cost Cleaning   Pavilion April    £ 194.46 
Stallard and Co (Electrical) Ltd Check 5 a side    £   85.78 
Lewis     Sportsfield Services   £ 750.00 
Walker     Sportsfield Services   £ 750.00 
 
Community 
GCC     Share Gas Bill 2006/7   £ 465.85 
Hoskins    Refund Hire    £   30.00 
Gurney    Salary     £ 387.67 
Inalnd Revenue   Tax and NIC    £   85.18 
Aguirre    Cleaning    £ 250.00 
Wilcox     Deposit  Refunded   £   20.00 
 

 
07/114.2 Financial Monitoring Councillor 
Cllr Ayres proposed and Cllr Taylor seconded that Cllr Jackson be elected to take on 
the role of Financial Monitoring Councillor. A vote was taken and 10 Councillors 
agreed.  Therefore the proposal was accepted.  The Clerk was instructed to ascertain 
role guidelines from GAPTC and External Auditor. 
 
07/115.ClerksÕ Report 

¥ Dates for diary noted 
¥ Correspondence noted and will be dealt with by Traffic Committee 
¥ Office cover for Clerk’s annual leave. Councillors will cover public sessions. 
¥ Donations- Section 137 



Bishops Cleeve Primary School request.  Cllrs Taylor, Habgood and Peake 
declared interest.  No decision was taken as further information to be 
requested by Clerk.  Namely a) copies of PTA accounts b) Does the project 
need planning permission (Cllr Jones to enquire) c) When will community 
groups be able to use facility. d) Where will other sources of funding come 
from. 

 
           Gloucestershire Association for the blind – Section 137 

It was proposed by Cllr Jackson and seconded by Cllr Taylor that the sum of 
£100 be donated to the above organisation – Agreed 
 
Bishops Cleeve Carers Group- Section 137 
It was proposed by Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr Jackson that the sum of 
£250 be donated to the above organisation – Agreed.   
The RFO was asked to confirm if the donation could be made to cover running 
costs or if it needed to be more specific.  

¥ Dog Bins at Crown Drive/Bishops Drive. Clerk has obtained prices and is 
seeking clarification on fixings.  Confirmation of positioning will be obtained 
before instructions to proceed are given. 

¥ Correspondence sent to Bishops Cleeve Primary School re parking as 
requested in last parish meeting 

¥ Correspondence sent to GAPTC as requested in last parish meeting 
¥ RFO has written to Cleeve Vale Rotary Club 
¥ Clerk has spoken to and written to editor of the Cleeve Browser. 
 

07/116 Website 
Councillor Habgood proposed that the website content be extended.  It was proposed 
by Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr Lawrence and agreed by Council that a review 
would be undertaken by the Newsletter working group. 
 
07/117 Pay point facilities 
Concern was expressed by Cllr Rawlings over the lack of pay point facilities in the 
Village.  Cllr Badham informed the Council that he was in correspondence with the 
providers and had at that time be informed that there was not the demand.  It was 
agreed that further communication would be entered into by the Clerk on the behalf of 
the Council 
 
07/118  Bus Pass facilities 
Councillors were asked to note that the Community Building would be used by 
Tewkesbury Borough Council to facilitate the taking of digital photographs of those 
parishioners who were unable to get to Tewkesbury.  Tewkesbury Borough 
Councillor Hillier-Richardson apologised on behalf of TBC for the confusion over the 
arrangements. 
  
07/119  Housing Development Exhibition. 
Councillors had attended the exhibition for Homelands Farm Development. Cllr 
Rawlings expressed concerns that the development would be a significant increase in 
pollution and noise etc.  Cllr Rawlings  proposed that the Parish Council is against 
this development. It was seconded by Cllr Jackson and a vote was taken.  9 
Councillors voted for the proposal and 3 abstained.  It was noted that Cllrs Richmond 
and Mackinnon took no part in the discussion and abstained from voting as they are 
Borough Councillors sitting on the Planning Committee. 
 



07/120 Borough Councillors Reports 
Councillor Hillier- Richardson submitted her report and informed Councillors that: 

¥ Overhanging greenery/path clearance had taken place in The Nurseries, 
Meadoway to The Holt, Cheltenham Road to Read Way. 

¥ A large tree in Two hedges Road will be trimmed over the winter period by 
TBC 

¥ Trees in Meadoway had been referred to Rooftop Housing 
¥ Cleeve School residents meeting took place in June.  A newsletter and minutes 

for members of the group will be published after each meeting. Meetings will 
be held each term. 

¥ Bus Pass Photos.  As previously stated sessions would be held in Bishops 
Cleeve during the week commencing September 17th 

¥ Homelands Farm.  A copy of Cllr Hillier-Richardson response had been sent 
to Green Issues. 

¥ TBC officers had informed Cllr Hillier-Richardson that the grass cutting 
programme would be about 3 weeks behind schedule. 

 
 

Councillor Taylor informed Councillors that: 
¥ Member induction and training is ongoing 
¥ Further work is being done to decide on the exact structure of the “Executive 

with overview and Scrutiny” Model of Council adopted in May 07 and 
planned to be implement Sept/Oct 07 

¥ The first cycle of committee meetings is coming to an end with the next full 
council meeting being held on 24th July 2007 

 
Councillor Mackinnon informed Councillors that the Housing and Environment 
Committee had deferred decisions on the subject of Waste Collection. 
 
Councillor Richmond updated Councillors on the “Cadet” development 
 
07/121 County Councillor Report 
Councillor Ceri Jones informed Councillors that: 

¥ Update on Wingmoor Farm. Cory application for IVC facility submitted 
¥ Grundon application not yet submitted 
¥ Homelands Farm exhibition attended 
¥ Flooding in June  had effected properties  in Cleevecroft Avenue among 

others.  Would be raising the issue of the Cheltenham Road, at the Racecourse. 
¥ Power Cuts – letters issued to residents regarding compensation payments.   
¥ Rooftop Housing association minutes of meeting held 4th June 07 to be made 

available. 
¥ Highway issues being raised with new officer – Katie Griffiths 
¥ Councillor Alan Pearce will be sadly missed 

 
Borough and County Councillors left the meeting at this point. 
 
07/122 Best Value working party 
Councillor Ayres declared an interest 
After discussions Cllr Jackson proposed the matter should be referred to the Standards 
Board for adjudication.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hatton and a vote taken.   
 6 Councillors voted for the proposal 
 3 Councillors abstained 
 3 Councillors did not take part in the voting process 



The Council instructed the Clerk to write to the standards Board seeking an 
adjudication.  
 
07/123 Any other Business for information purposes only 

¥ Cllr Badham informed the Council that the Street Carnival had been 
successful and had raised £3000 

¥ Cllr Mackinnon informed the Council that he would be resigning from all 
Committees forthwith  

¥ Cllr Richmond informed the Council that he would be shortly visiting 
Buckingham Palace with the Mayor of Tewkesbury and would like to give the 
Queen a small gift representing Bishops Cleeve.  He would liaise with the 
Clerk. 

¥ Cllr Rawlings informed the Council that flying the St. Georges Flag though 
out the summer was incorrect. 

 
Meeting Closed at 10.15 pm  Date of next meeting September 6th 2007 
 
Signed…………………………………………..6th September 2007  

 
 


