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BishopÕs Cleeve Parish Council 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held in the Village Hall on 11 January 2007 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present   
Cllr Mrs V Ayres (Chair), Cllr M Beresford, Cllr Mrs I Hatton, 
Cllr Mrs P Hatton, Cllr G Jackson, Cllr C Lawrence, Cllr A Lightfoot, 
Cllr P Lightfoot [arrived at 9.25pm], Cllr A Mackinnon, Cllr P Rawlings, 
Cllr P Richmond, Cllr M Taylor, Cllr P Taylor. 
 
Also Present 
B/Cllr R D East 
B/Cllr S E Hillier-Richardson [left the meeting at 9pm] 
County Cllr C Jones. 
 
Public Session 
There were no members of the public present.  Cllr Ayres welcomed and 
introduced the new Clerk, Mrs Belinda Holder. 
 
07/004 Apologies for absence 
07/004.1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Badham 
 
07/005 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  
7 December 2006 
07/005.1 Cllr Richmond asked that paragraph 06/175.3 be amended 
to read “GCC Highway’s call centre”.  The amendment was made and 
Cllr Beresford proposed acceptance of the minutes as an accurate 
record of the meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Richmond and 
agreed unanimously. 
 
07/006 Matters arising from the minutes 
07/006.1 Cllr Jones referred to paragraph 165.2 and said that library 
staff would cooperate with the Parish Council in identifying an 
appropriate location for a litter bin. 
 
07/006.2 Cllr  P Taylor reported that he was arranging to meet 
Mercedes Vaughan-Davies of Tewkesbury Borough Council to discuss 
the siting of CCTV cameras in the village.  He extended an invitation 
to Parish Councillors to join him in the discussions. 
 
07/007 Planning and Licences  
07/007.1 The minutes of the planning committee meeting held on  
12 December 2006 and planning decisions made by Tewkesbury 
Borough Council since the last meeting were noted. 
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07/007.2 Cllr A Lightfoot explained the planning committee’s concern 
about the community consultation document issued by Grundon 
Waste Management Ltd.  The committee’s opinion was that the survey 
form did not give residents a fair and proper opportunity to fully 
express their views and Cllr Lightfoot asked whether it would be 
possible to use the Parish Newsletter to seek residents’ views.  
Following a discussion of the suggestion, Cllr Jackson proposed that a 
suitable questionnaire be produced for insertion in the Newsletter.  
This was seconded by Cllr A Lightfoot and agreed unanimously.  
Members of the planning committee agreed to produce the 
questionnaire. 
 
07/007.3 Cllr Mrs I Hatton registered her, and other residents’, 
concern about the possible implications of the entertainment licence 
applied for by Cleeve School.  Councillors explained that there was 
unlikely to be any discernable change to the current situation as there 
was no intention to extend the school’s night-time activities.  
 
07/008 Traffic, Highways and Footpaths 
07/008.1 Cllr Rawlings updated councillors on developments since 
the last meeting.  He referred to his meeting with GCC representatives 
to discuss the results of the Station Road Traffic Survey, the 
installation of the perch seats in six bus shelters, action being taken 
to place a bus stop sign near the old dairy in Gotherington Lane and 
to remove the confusing bus stop sign in School Road. 
 
07/008.2 Cllr Rawlings reported that the bus shelter at the by-pass 
had been destroyed.  This was the result of a car accident on 
28 December.  Immediate arrangements had been made for a 
contractor to remove the damaged shelter, which was a danger to 
pedestrians and traffic, and the cost of the removal [£175. plus VAT] 
would be met from the traffic budget.  He thanked Cllr Richmond for 
his prompt help in solving the problem and said that a decision on a 
replacement shelter would be made at the next traffic committee 
meeting. 
 
07/008.3 Cllr M Taylor reported that he had completed his annual 
survey of footpaths and that a copy of the survey report had been 
placed in the Parish Council Office. 
 
07/008.4 Cllr Rawlings said that he was still waiting for 
Gloucestershire County Council to produce a suggested solution to 
the problems at the St Michaels Church footpath.  Cllr Jones agreed 
to enquire about progress. 
 
07/009 Sportsfield and Play Areas 
07/009.1 The minutes of the sportsfield/playing fields committee 
meeting held on 20 December 2006 were noted. 
 



 3 

07/009.2 Cllr Mackinnon said that he had received a written report of 
the state of the pitches from a professional groundsman.  He had 
passed this to Cllr Richmond and it would be discussed at the next 
Sportsfield Committee meeting. 
 
07/009.3 Cllr Lawrence asked about action to prevent vehicles being 
parked at the entrance to the sportsfield and was given an assurance 
that this would be discussed at the next Sportsfield Committee 
meeting. 
 
07/010 Councillor Vacancy in Cleeve West Ward 
07/010.1 The Clerk explained that two applications for co-option to 
the post had been received.  Cllr Rawlings proposed that details of 
both applications should be sent to Parish Councillors for discussion 
and decision at the February meeting.  This was seconded by  
Cllr A Lightfoot and agreed unanimously.  Both candidates should be 
invited to attend the meeting. 
 
07/011 Clerk’s Report 
07/011.1 Councillors noted the list of publications and documents 
received at the Parish Council Office since the last meeting. 
 
07/011.2 Cllr Jones said that he would be attending the Creative 
Industries and the Arts seminar on 29 January 2007. 
 
07/011.3 Councillors agreed that the new Clerk would attend the 
Nuts and Bolts training course on 7 February 2007 and Mentoring for 
CiLCA on 12 February 2007. 
 
07/011.4 Councillors agreed that the response to the Gloucestershire 
Training Partnership’s questionnaire on Quality Status should record 
that the Parish Council was “committed, but yet to begin”. 
 
07/011.5 The date of the 2007 Parish Assembly was agreed as 
Monday, 26 March 2007.  The Clerk was asked to hire the room at the 
Tithe Barn.  Details of the meeting [speakers etc] to decided at the 
February Parish Council meeting. 
 
07/012 Donations 
07/012.1 Cllr Beresford proposed that a donation of £1,000 be made 
to the Chamber of Commerce as a contribution to the cost of the 
Christmas lights in the village.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs P 
Hatton and agreed [one abstention]. 
 
07/013 Community Barn/New Parish Council Office 
07/013.1 Councillors noted the letter from Tewkesbury Borough 
Council setting out details of the loan offer. 
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07/013.2 The Clerk explained that borrowing approval had been 
received from the Secretary of State and that the Council was now 
able to decide on whether, and where, to apply for a loan.  Tewkesbury 
Borough Council were offering a loan at an interest rate of 6.48%.  
This compared with 5.35% from the Public Works Loan Board.  
Cllr Beresford proposed that an application for a loan be made to the 
Public Works Loan Board.  This was seconded by Cllr Richmond and 
agreed unanimously.  
 
07/014 Finance 
07/014.1 Cllr Richmond proposed acceptance of the following 
schedule of payments.  This was seconded by Cllr Beresford and 
agreed unanimously.  
 
Parish Office 
Gloucestershire Media  Advert re Clerk   £  59.41 
White     Misc.Expenses   £  12.98 
Ayres     Party Expenses   £  64.73 
White     Mileage    £  79.05 
J Ryde Commercial   Rent Dec – March           £1175.00 
Homeguard Security  Office Alarm Service  £  45.00 
Cornish    Salary     £241.88 
Thomas    Salary             £1040.25 
White     Salary     £260.88 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC ( Less discount for  

on line returns of £250 )  £471.27 
BT     Internet – Broadband fee  £158.62 
 
Sports Field 
Low Cost Cleaning Ltd  Cleaning Pavilion   £ 194.46 
Stanley Partnership   Professional Fees etc  £ 248.88 
 
Community Building 
Bateson    Deposit Refund   £   20.00 
Gloucestershire PCT  Deposit Refund   £   20.00 
A. Davis    Service Gas Boiler   £   58.75 
Gurney    Salary     £ 355.38 
Inland Revenue   Tax and NIC    £ 104.89 
 
07/014.2 Cllr Mackinnon presented the draft budget which had been revised 
following the December 2006 meeting.  The amendments suggested at that 
meeting had been made. The budget showed a precept requirement for 
2007/08 of £133,000.  Individual expenditure items were discussed, including 
the Bishop’s Cleeve Youth Club’s request for £4,120 to support outreach 
work.  The proposed budget had allowed for a payment to the Youth Club and 
councillors concluded that if they approved an additional payment at a later 
date use of the contingency or donation fund would  be considered. 
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07/014.3 Councillors agreed that the budget document intended for public use 
should be expanded [additional headings] so that it could be more easily 
understood.  Amendments to the dates would, also, be made. 
 
07/014.4 Cllr Beresford proposed that the budget be approved by the Parish 
Council.  This was seconded by Cllr M Taylor and agreed; with one 
abstention. 
 
07/015 The Gloucestershire Charter 
07/015.1 Cllr P Taylor proposed that the Parish Council should declare its 
commitment to the Gloucestershire Charter.  This was seconded by 
Cllr M Taylor and agreed unanimously. 
 
07/016 Transfer of the land at Finlay Way 
07/016.1 Cllr Beresford proposed that the Parish Council’s solicitor be 
instructed that the covenant obliging the Council to install a play area on the 
land was acceptable and that, although the usual searches may not be 
appropriate, he should contact TBC so that the Parish Council may be 
advised of possible adverse entries.  This was seconded by Cllr P Taylor and 
agreed unanimously.  At the appropriate time, a pedestrian crossing would be 
considered. 
 
07/017 Borough Councillors’ Reports 
07/017.1 Cllr Richmond reported that: [a] TBC had approved its medium term 
financial strategy, [b] TBC’s Borough News had been delivered to households 
throughout the Borough, [c] the Local Strategic Partnership had reclaimed the 
£8,000 allocated for a Youth Centre in Bishop’s Cleeve and [d] he was 
discussing plans for a mobile phone mast in Voxwell Lane with the phone 
company. 
 
07/017.2 In response to a comment from Cllr Lawrence, Cllr Richmond said 
that he had registered his dissatisfaction with TBC about Bishop’s Cleeve not 
being featured in the Borough News. 
 
07/017.3 Cllr Mackinnon provided feedback from the TBC Chief Executive’s 
seminar he had attended earlier in the day, the effect of new legislation on 
Parish Councils and the opportunities it presented.  
 
07/018 County Councillor’s Report 
07/018.1 Cllr Jones provided feedback on the issues arising from the 
consultation process on Homes for the Elderly in Gloucestershire.  He was 
pleased to report that County Council officials had taken note of the strength 
of feeling against the closure of Orchard House and were considering the 
option of further discussion with the Parish Council. 
 
07/018.2  Wingmoor Farm. Cllr Jones said that dates of the planning 
committee meetings at which Grundon’s application to extend the life of the 
site could be heard were 23 March, 4 May, 23 July, 18 September, and  
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8 November.  He said that the next meeting of the Health Impact Group would 
be held on 29 January and it was hoped that a report would be produced by 
the end of April.  The next Liaison Group meeting would be held on  
16 January.  
 
07/018.3 Cllr Jones reported on a number of issues including [a] recent power 
cuts in Bishop’s Cleeve and the poor service provided by Central Networks, 
[b] the damaged cycle barrier at Stoke Road which had still not been 
replaced, [c] traffic problems and flooding at Brockhampton [d] the footpath to 
the bus stop at Zurich and [e] the RSS Greenbelt Review meeting held on 10 
January in Cheltenham. 
 
07/019 AOB 
07/019.1 Cllr Beresford reported that the litter bin at the bus shelter in 
Linworth Road was damaged. 
 
07/019.2 Cllr M Taylor asked whether action could be taken to clear leaves 
from Cheltenham Road.  Cllr Jones agreed to investigate. 
 
07/019.3 Cllr M Taylor complained about unsightly posters displayed 
throughout the village and asked whether the management of the venues at 
which the advertised events were being held would advise hirers that 
flyposting was not permitted.  Cllr Richmond, as a representative of the 
Village Hall Management Committee, agreed to raise the issue at their next 
committee meeting and to consider an amendment to the Hall’s terms and 
conditions of hire. 
 
07/019.4 Cllr Richmond advised councillors that TBC would be arranging a 
Greenbelt Review meeting similar to that held by Cheltenham Borough 
Council. 
 
07/019.5 Cllr Rawlings issued a press cutting about government funding 
problems in caring for the elderly. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………………. 
 
Dated this 1st of February 2007   
   


