
Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council
Parish Council Meeting

held on 12th February 2009 at 7.30 pm at 
Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council Offices 

Chairs’ opening remarks and welcome –postponement explained due to weather 
situation

Public Session- none attended
None attendance = cllr mackinnonn (holiday)

1. Attendence   Cllr P Lightfoot, Cllr A Lightfoot, , , Cllr G Jackson, Cllr P 
Badham Cllr J Habgood, Cllr P Richmond, Cllr A Mackinnon, Cllr K Peake, Cllr  
J Peake, Cllr M Cooper, Cllr C Lawrence, Cllr P Rawlings,  (cllr cooper late 
arrival 7.55pm..)

2. Authorised absences from apologises received: Cllr P Taylor (TBC 
commitments) Cllr V Ayres (illness) Cllr J Stephens (work
apologies received  Cllr Hillier Richardson absence noted and sympathy sent 
for her sad loss.

3. Declaration of Interests  - none
4. Borough Councillors’ reports.  
Cllr Taylor as forwarded .  
Cllr Richmond as distributed.  Cllr P Lightfoot expressed his disappointment 
regarding the cancellation of the refuse collection and the lack of an extra 
delivery.  Cllr Richmond expressed his disappointment in the situation also.  Cllr 
Jackson noted that the recycling points were full and not able to accept more. 
Cllr Jackson asked if it may have been influenced by financial considerations. 
Cllr Richmond agreed that it may have been affected by financial considerations. 
Cllr Lawrence expressed concern regarding lack of public information.  Cllr  
Rawlings spoke in support of the difficulties that the current weather had caused. 
It was agreed that we should write to TBC and note that we understand  
the difficulties caused by the weather situation and to express our  
disappointment especially on the inconvenience and the waiting for the 



next recycling collection and lack of publicity.  Cllr Richmond wants to see 
if officers send out letters to all householders.  Cllr Richmond agreed to make 
representations.
Cllr J Peake questioned Cllr Rawlings on the progress of homelands farm.  It was 
reported that one developer had sold their interest to another developer and the 
new owner was reported as very keen to develop
5. County Councillor report – verbal 
Ian Wright and Ben Bradshaw are the Ministers that Cllrs may wish to write to 
regarding their concerns re Homelands Farm
Roof tops have arranged a meeting on 2nd March 
Noted no power cuts during the bad weather.
Cllr Badham asked if County Council could take notice of historical dangerous 
road conditions in bad weather before installing street lamps.  
Cllr Richmond noted that signage and landscape issues had caused difficulties 
within village during the street light improvements.
Cllr Habgood –SARA clarification sought.  It was agreed that the  Parish Council  
would like a representation – PC Groome/PC Blindall to be written to officially to 
seek an official representation.
Cllr Lawrence asked when Pecked Lane resurfacing would be completed.  No 
date could be given.  Cllr Rawlings spoke in defence of the Highways Agency and 
Bus service.

6. Minutes of previous meeting agreed and signed
Proposed and seconded and all agreed.

7. Matters arising from those minutes for information purposes only None
8. Committee reports (see supporting papers)

• Planning -  noted.  
Clarification was sought re Tesco car park amendment.  General design was 
supported but concern expressed over the reduction of parking hours from 3 to 
2 hours included in the paperwork.  Clarification of the Factory shop applications
No more update on car washing application.
cllr Badham expressed interest re 23 Church Road. Clarification given by 
Committee on view re pavement area and into slope taken into shop



• Playgrounds- 
Explanation given on 2nd meeting within the month.
Cllr Richmond expressed concern over the need for the remedial works.  
Bowls club priority due to time constraints of the bowling season
Cllr Richmond expressed concern over the planting of the trees on the sports 
field.
Cllr Richmond questioned ownership of brook.  Confirmed that the boundary is 
on the other side of the brook.

• General Purposes
noted

• Allotments
noted

• Community Building as distributed  - 
Cllr Lawrence sought clarification on gas bills.  Clerk confirmed that none 
received this year.   It was confirmed that County pay a percentage of utility bills. 
It was confirmed balance of accounts will be carried forwarded

• Employment sub-committee as distributed- confidentiality to be noted.   
Cllr Richmond on behalf of the whole council congratulated staff on transition to 
new office.   Recommendations agreed.

9. Traffic Update

Cllr Rawlings updated: 
Concern expressed regarding Capita situation – He felt that emails sent to Glos 
highways had not represented Parish council actions.  Highways are going to 
make changes to the most dangerous areas.   Capita are going to use some 
Tithe Barn spaces.  Cllr A Lightfoot expressed disappointment that the offer from 



the Parish council for parking at the sports field had been turned down by Capita 
which was nearer to Capita.

A Letter had been received from Mr Holliday received regarding accidents at the 
Farmers’ Arms location and his personal interventions.  Police report said that 
recent accidents on A435 was result of very heavy rain that morning causing 
standing water and that nothing could have been done.  Second was caused by 
lack of concentration by driver.
Cllr P Lightfoot confirmed that the Parish Council had emailed to all those 
concerned noting that Mr Holliday was not writing on behalf of Parish Council

Information given regarding pot holes and damaged sign.  Highways had 
responded very quickly to remove the damaged sign. 

Voxwell Lane/Finlay Way traffic calming measures to begin this financial year

Cllr Rawlings is seeking clarification on time scale for Church Road change of 
restrictions/signage.

Enforcement statistics for January – 17 patrols and 43 penalties have been 
issued. 

Next meeting to be held in March 2009.  Communications have been sent to 
traffic committee via emails.

10. Financial reports (see supporting papers)
Noted and approved

Request for funding for Vision 21 Gloucestershire Climate Change Condensed 
Series Training session £24 from Cllr Habgood..  Agreed.  One other  
Councillor approved to go.

11. Clerks report (see supporting papers) including  dates for your diaries  noted



12. Correspondence received  - see supporting papers 
• Police HQ project team

“I am writing to ask for your help in promoting a public meeting to 
talk to local citizens of Bishops Cleeve and Southam about our 
new PFI initiative to move the Cheltenham and Tewksbury Divisional 
Headquarters from Landsdown Road to land in Southam adjacent 
to “Smiths Industries" near the village of Bishops Cleeve. 

The date is likely to be the 26th March at Bishops Cleeve Primary 
School, however, we are currently waiting for confirmation from 
the school around this”

• Glos Echo as distributed – cllrs to inform clerk if they are 
interested

• Gloucestershire Medal for Courage 2008 –GCC nominations 
invited – agenda item next time to decide if council wish to 
nominate

• Rural Services network news letter –already distributed via email
• SWARD stop-press information forwarded via Email. 

Demonstration 17th February 2009
• Nomination for garden party -  Agreed that Cllr Ayres should be 

nominated if Cllr Ayres would like to accept nomination
13. Request for Parish Council to write to Gloucestershire 
Enviromental Trust in support of Tithe Barn proposed alterations. 
Agreed that resolution as below was accepted.  It was agreed that 
Chair of Council should sign the following letter. 

To whom it may concern.

Bishop’s Cleeve Village Hall the Tithe Barn

As custodial trustees of the grade II listed Bishop’s Cleeve Tithe Barn, we wish to 
record that we fully support the trustees of Bishop’s Cleeve Village Hall and the 
Tithe Barn Volunteer Management Committee in building an extension to the 



Tithe Barn to house a lift and other facilities in pursuit of compliance with DDA 
legislation for the Village Hall”

Cllr Richmond did not take part in debate or vote as he has a vested interest.  
Cllr Habgood spoke as Parish Council representative to give further clarity.
Cllr A Lightfoot explained the latest planning proposal.

14. Date of next meeting  March 5th 2009
15. Any other business for information purposes only at the discretion of the 
chair.
Suggestions for invited speaker for parish assembly to be received by 
clerk.  Council to decide at next meeting details

Meeting closed at 9.05 pm

Signed
Chair of Council 



Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council
held on 15th January 2009 at 7.30 pm at 

the Bishops Cleeve Parish Council Offices 
Minutes

Chairs’ opening remarks and welcome:

The Chair spoke of the Official opening last Friday and of the  Public Open Day 
yesterday.  59 visitors had attended the open day. It was noted that 5 Councillors 
came to help out.  Layout and organisation of room to be discussed under any other 
business at the end of the meeting.

Public Session

Mr and Mrs Fyer reported that the flooding problem in old stoke road still has not 
been cleared. Cllr Jones replied that it had been cleared but further investigation 
may be required. 
It was noted that on Christmas Eve Grundon’s had announced their public 
exhibition on 30th and 31st January.  Public  to be invited on 31st. The 30th afternoon 
allocated for  VIP’s: It was questioned if  anyone had been invited from Parish 
Council? It was noted the short notice and lack of info from Grundon’s  

Visiting Speakers from Gloucestershire Constabulary Paula Jones and Richard 
Bradley and Samantha Gibbs.
Richard spoke as project manager PFI.2 – (Private finance iniative)
He spoke of the inaccuracies of press articles published in 2008 press articles.
The Facts were presented as Cheltenham Police Station – town centre station site 
was hoping to move as part of civic pride initiative to Portland Street car park.  The 
Divisional hq’s will move to Bishops Cleeve site.  BC village police station will stay 
on its present site.

4 years ago initial plans were brought to BCPC. Since then Lansdown Road site has 
been recognized as not fit for purpose and Bearlands in Gloucester must be vacated 
re the re-development of Greyfriars area.   This has developed into PFI 2.  (Source 
of funding for public bodies). In Dec 2007 the project came back on board.  Project 
funding by HM Treasury allowing identification of contractor and banking finance 
and operator of building



Divisional HQ will have open plan accommodation for approx 160 staff, 30 cell 
custody suite and IT and control room fallback centre. Time line opening Spring 
2013.  Further information will be disseminated during the course of the project. 
Very unlikely for response vehicles to come from divisional hq.  Serious offenders 
would not be released from hq. 
A Question and Answer session followed

Cllr Badham:Why will it take four years (PB) and is BC station fit for purpose
Ans.  consortium process will take 18months. (based on European guidelines) 
BC station is not part of this project and is part of estate strategy.

Cllr Jones – Would it be possible to renegotiate other sites for bc station and traffic 
issues are continuing to grow with each new development, how many traffic 
movements daily would be expected. 
Ans: Planning applic June 2010 would include traffic assessment work.
Employees could generate up to 200 movements per day.  Very aware of current 
parking issues in the area.   
Cllr Taylor – how are you going to communicate with local communities.
Ans – public meeting in the next few months would be recommended
Cllr Taylor- The area is subject to lazy and inconsiderate parking already and on 
site parking is very necessary
Ans – Site is large enough to take all generated parking.  Planning regs dictate 
number allowed. But would hope for operational reasons they could put a case for 
larger number.
Cllr Taylor noted that there was documentated evidence of people leaving lansdown 
road and then taking part in crimes.
Ans – Very small percentage of people leaving custody cause trouble. External 
organization will be running police cells and negotiations will take place as to 
procedure for releasing of prisoners.
Cllr Lawrence sought  clarification on place of central Cheltenham police station.
Ans- proposal is for Portland street, but other sites will looked at if necessary.  In 
principal agreement signed for civic pride development.
Cllr Lawrence – will town centre police station hold Saturday night custody people.
Ans – custody suite will be divisional hq. so people will be held at BC.
Cllr Ayres – Will dog handlers etc be transferred to BC
Ans – no they will stay at present site.

End of public session 8.10



1.Attendence Cllrs’  P Lightfoot (chair) A Lightfoot  GJackson  PTaylor  V Ayres J 
Stephens J Habgood J Peake K Peake P Richard  P Badham T McKinnon M Cooper 
C Lawrence P Rawlings
2.Authorised Absences - none
3. Absences to be noted  Cllr Hillier Richardson and Cllr J Richardson
4.Declaration of Interests made by Cllr Taylor as household is a member of Sward 
5. Borough Councillors’ reports; 
Cllr Richmond as distributed
Cllr Mackinnon gave a verbal report. Cooperation from Winchcombe and BC and 
Churchdown parish councils on 3 year strategy of devolving some roles to 
parish/town councils.
Cllr Taylor– verbal report as still suffering from damage to foot caused by local 
resident.  Discussions with parish/town councils ongoing.  No council will be asked 
to pay from precept for services that they are also contributing directly for 
Cllr Rawlings asked for new parish boundary map.  Identified by map on wall re 
boundary changes that came in April 2008.

6. County Councillor  verbal report: 
Cllr Rawlings raised the issue of yellow lines in capita area regarding comments 
from residents in surrounding areas. Ans- priority is safety 
Cllr Rawlings noted that lighting on “green” have been actioned.
Cllr Mackinnon noted that Pecked Lane temporary closure notices has been 
distributed.
Cllr Taylor raised the point that Car parking issue in the Capita locality were 
causing residents to become very short of patience and he was expecting an awful 
lot more complaints ( declared an interest). Ans Highways are doing their best, as 
are Borough and employers.
Cllr Badham noted that the area prone to flooding outside Farmers arms is not lit  
and was not signed as flood area.  Ans .Agencies are working together

7.Minutes of previous meeting were agreed and signed subject to the 
note that Cllr Jones will be looking at repositioning of “Southam” boundary sign 
(not Cllr Taylor) 
 
8. Matters arising from those minutes for information purposes only
Cllr Rawlings;  Budget matters as reported in minutes from last meeting.  the 
statement regarding process was known to be true.  Budget was agreed and no 



amendments were made and no one voted against it.  On weekend of 12th December 
a resident expressed concern to Cllr Rawlings following a local newspaper article. 
A member of the parish council was quoted as saying that the Parish Council was 
playing fast and loose with the parishioners’ money. Whilst Councillors 
understands the shortcoming of the press it was noted that Councillor was quoted 
and had spoken to the reporter.   Cllr Rawlings found it a personal insult and felt it  
was a gratuitous remark made for personal embellishment.  The Councillor in 
question is a borough councilor, the borough Council which has made the parish 
make these decisions in the best interests of the parish.  Cllr Rawlings took great 
exception and feels that the Councillor owes this parish council an apology. Cllr 
Rawlings had brought this matter to the attention of the council as he felt very 
strongly in this case.  
Cllr P Lightfoot – Noted that Councillors’ had had two months to make comments 
and to raise questions. 
Cllr Richmond – did not wish to make comment.
Cllr P Lightfoot- Noted that he had asked Cllr Richmond to bring ideas to council
Cllr Richmond stated that he had not wanted to  do so on this item
Cllr Jackson questioned why Cllr Richmond did not give an opinion to the council 
but chose to speak to Echo
Cllr Richmond said he had not spoken to Echo.
Cllr Taylor questioned if Cllr Richmond was saying that those comments were not 
attributable to him and that he did not believe that the council is running fast and 
loose 
Cllr Richmond stated that he  did not say those things
Cllr Taylor made the observation that Cllr Richmond had been speaking to the press 
in the corridor after the Parish Council meeting
Cllr Taylor sought clarity that cllr Richmond did not believe the council was 
running fast and loose with the council taxpayers money as Cllr Richmond’s 
comments has a detrimental effect on staff moral at a time when a new member of 
staff has only recently joined and at a critical time for the staff.
Cllr Richmond stated that he had nothing further to add

9. Committee reports-

Planning  as distributed  (cllr Badham expressed interest in tesco)
Explanations given to 3a Church Road and Tesco car park applications
Committee noted issue of 2 hours parking was contained within supporting 
paperwork.  Tesco car washing update given. Noted that a report of  parishioner 
had felt intimidated had been received by a Councillor. Concern raised of health 



and safety issue re water freezing.  Copy of letter from planning committee to 
wingmoor to be resent. 

General Purposes
Cllr Badham raised the issue of the fair trade village and noted that the Chamber of 
commerce would be very keen to link up with parish council. Cllr A Lightfoot will  
follow up with school. 
Cllr Jones thanked the committee for the proposed Bishops Drive seat replacement. 
Cllr Badham – raised the issue of recycling bins location.  Cllr Taylor gave update 
of meeting with lead officers of TBC.  Less combustiable items to be moved closer to 
fence.  The igloos are designed to be arson resistant.  The new office building is 
designed to cope with a fire and meets all statutory building regulations.  Risk 
assessment has been done by TBC and the risk has been minimized and TBC will be 
writing to the concerned gentleman.
Cllr  Badham asked if there was another site that the recycling could go to.
Cllr Taylor reported that Tesco would like it relocated. TBC are looking at 
alternatives but any move would have a detrimental effect on recycling levels.  And 
that TBC had taken all comments on board.
Cllr P Lightfoot noted that additional fencing has been installed for security 
purposes
 
10. Financial reports as per supporting papers were agreed by Council including 
Year to date figures noted by Council
Authorisation of payment schedule approved by Council
Formal resolution agreed to appoint Mr Iain Selkirk as independent internal auditor

11. Clerks report noted as per supporting papers

12. S137 funding requests  - SWARD requested £110 to pay for a mini-bus to shuttle 
parishioners to and from Grundon exhibition (cllr Taylor withdrew from meeting) It  
was agreed that the Council should 
write and express its disappointment that public money has to be used to facilitate 
public consultation and that the Parish Council have not had formal invitations. The 
lack of publicity for general public was also noted.  BCPC representatives on the 
liason group have not been invited but would like to be able to attend.

All agreed to make a donation in the sum of £110 to SWARD and to write to 
Grundons as above.



Cllr P Lightfoot noted if Parish Council are seen as supporting public participation 
it would be positive for parish council

13. Correspondence received as supporting documents
Noted 
14. Date of next meeting 5th February 09

15. Any other business for information purposes only at the discretion of the chair.

Cllr Lawrence requested  change to configuration of tables
Cllr Habgood noted that Tithe barn application to be resubmitted
Cllr J Peake requested that a thank you note be sent to all those that helped on 
mayor open day
Cllr Jones congratulated the parish council on success of open day and mayor 
opening
Cllr Rawlings had received a request to meet manager of Pullar Court re parking 
issues from doctors surgery
Cllr Rawlings requested change of traffic committee meeting to March 19th at 7pm
Cllr  Badham – was concerned that the room hire fee for the meeting room in the 
new office may be too high for charity groups and noted that the 
Street fair was to be held on 7th June 2009  and wished to use the drive way for 
function 
Cllr Richmond noted that he had attended chartered parish meeting on behalf of the 
parish council
Cllr P Lightfoot recorded his thanks to admin team for achieving the move to the 
new office.
Cllr P Lightfoot noted that Police Liaison meeting raised concern over recent 
daylight burglaries.

Other comments on layout of room/organization of room were noted

Meeting closed 9.35 pm

Date of next meeting February 5th 2009

Signed……………………………..



Borough Council Report – Phil Taylor Cleeve St Michael’s

I am continuing to press for the owners of Homelands Farm and the operating farmer to clear the 
Wellbrook and alleviate the threat of flooding in those areas but I and the Land Drainage Engineer from 
Tewkesbury Borough Council (TBC)  are not meeting with a great deal of co-operation.

There is no news when the development of Homelands Farm will commence but representatives have 
been on site conducting surveying work and soil testing – probably two things that should have been 
conducted prior to the Planning Application being considered! Luckily the areas were both “Somme” like 
when the surveyors went “over the top”.

I attended a seminar setting out the result of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) conducted 
throughout Gloucestershire via the County Council which unfortunately only addressed what is referred to 
as fluvial (river) and tidal flooding. This study did not address the flooding problem we have in the 
Bishop’s Cleeve/ Woodmancote/ Stoke Orchard area which is caused by pluvial (rainfall) and the 
subsequent run-off. Studies of pluvial flooding are apparently very difficult and in their infancy and it will 
be 12-18 months before the SFRA part 2 will be able to report on this aspect for consultation. 
Unfortunately this will leave Planning decisions for housing developments, such as Homelands Farm, and 
Waste Sites, such as Grundons/ Cory, without a key element of determination – whether the site is 
subject to flooding or not – and the subsequent affects on our Community. 

I am currently awaiting an update of the progress of the computer modelling that so many residents 
contributed to for Bishop’s Cleeve/ Woodmancote area so that we may finally see some positive progress 
in the Pecked Lane, Cleevecroft Avenue, Lears Drive and the Station Road/ Lidl Corner areas. I will keep 
you informed of progress.

I will be attending the Grundons public consultation but reflect the Parish Council’s dismay at the 
location, timing and restrictions on entry that, I believe, severely limit the accessibility to the vast 
majority of the Community that potentially will suffer the affects of this operation should it be granted a 
further permit. Grundons need to prove to the local Communities affected by its operations that it poses 
no threat to the health and well-being of local families but unfortunately seems to treat these concerns 
with contempt.

The Police gave a presentation to the Parish Council on 15th January 2009 briefly outlining their plans for 
the New Divisional Police HQ near GE Aviation just off the A435. I am pressing for an exhibition of their 
plans in a public place in the centre of the village combined with at least two question and answer 



sessions in the evening or perhaps on a Saturday morning. If anyone has any particular views on this 
please let me know.

One of my particular concerns is the affect on local parking issues which have been negatively influenced 
by the approach of the local Capita management and their employees. A localised “No-waiting” 
restriction has been proposed which tackles the symptoms but not the cause of the problem and may 
increase the problem experienced by other areas as well as penalised local residents. Again please let me 
know your views. 

I am working with Parish Councillor Mark Cooper to tackle localised surface water problems on the path 
surrounding Grange Field and will meet with TBC representatives next week to discuss possible remedies.

I am now Chair of the Tewkesbury Borough Economic Development Local Strategic Partnership which is 
working very hard with local business organisations to try and provide the support for local businesses to 
survive, thrive and prosper in the present economic climate. Although TBC has a limited budget the 
Council is co-ordinating cross county initiatives to try and help both those in business and those in danger 
of losing their jobs. The revenue from the recent fall in VAT is to be used in a fund to provide help to 
local businesses. Unfortunately the government set Business Rates have been increased by 5% based on 
the inflation rate in September 2008 and do not accurately reflect the current economic situation. 

There are a whole range of advice services available to businesses through their local Chamber of 
Commerce, The Federation of Small Businesses and TBC who can put you in touch with the relevant 
agency. You can contact the Economic Development unit at TBC on 01684-295010.

The TBC budget comes before the Executive Committee on 4th February 2009 and Full Council on 19th 

February 2009. There will be a chance for people in Bishop’s Cleeve to give their views at a drop-in 
session between 5.30 – 7.30pm on Wednesday 11th February 2009 at the New Parish Offices. Please come 
along and let us know your concerns and issues and I look forward to seeing you there.

Phil Taylor

Proud to represent Cleeve St Michael’s at Tewkesbury Borough Council

Bishops Cleeve Parish Council – Planning Committee

Agenda of meeting held at 6.30 pm on Tuesday 13th January 2009

Public Session



1. Attendance AL,  GJ PT 

2. Apologies noted  PL, JP

3. Minutes of meeting held on 25th November 2008 agreed

4. Planning Applications received for consideration

Site Address TBC ref no. Proposal BCPC 
response

Malvern View 
business park

08/01456/fu
l

Extension of existing sub 
station site

support

7 Kingsclere 
Drive

08/0562/ful Replacement 
conservatory

support

Brockhampto
n Lane

08/01613/ag
r

Open storage bays, 
single stein walls 

support

Upper Farm 
Brockhampto
n Lane

08/01561/fu
l

Proposed detatched 
garage

support

Grangefield 
school

08/01552/fu
l

Toilet alterations & 
changing room extension

support

2 Sandown 
Road

08/01536/fu
l

Erection of single 
garage

observatio
n

9 Wellbrook 
Road

08/01570/fu
l

Replacement of existing 
flat roof 

support

23 Deacons 
Place

08/01616/fu
l

New conservatory support

15 Little 
Acorns

08/01676/fu
l

Loft conversion observatio
n

Tesco 08/01662/fu Car park amendment



l

5. Decisions made by TBC/GCC noted

Site address Ref number BCPC TBC/GCC

Home Farm, 
Brockhampton

08/01436/a
gr

supporte
d

Determination(approv
al)

3a Church Road 08/01261/f
ul

objection refusal

26 Hunters Road 08/00801/f
ul

supporte
d

permission

29 Crown Drive 08/01470/f
ul

supporte
d

permission

7 Blackberry 
Grove

08/01458/f
ul

supporte
d

permission

1 Hertford Road 08/01371/f
ul

supporte
d

permission

78 Station Road 08/01500/f
ul

supporte
d

permission

Tesco(deliveries) 08/01358/f
ul

objected permission

84 Meadoway 08/01488/f
ul

supporte
d

permission

6 Other notices - noted



07/01209 Brook End, fieldgate Road, Bishops Cleeve – not 
proceeded with 

7. Other information

Tesco – construction of lobby extension.  Letter from TBC 
explaining why delegated approval given

Tesco – Car washing update

Invitation for consultation on hackney carriage and private hire 
licensing. – follow up

GAPTC letter- RSS  - non receipt of information from Cllr 
Richmond- noted

Application to vary one of the permits at Wingmoor Farm. Noted

Factory shop enforcement – follow up

The Meeting closed at   7.30pm

Next meeting 27th January 2009.   



Bishops Cleeve Parish Council – Planning Committee

Agenda of meeting held at 6.30 pm on Tuesday 27th January 2009

Public Session

1. Attendance AL,  VA, PL, JP

2. Apologies noted  PT GJ

3. Minutes of meeting held on 13th January  2008 agreed

4. Planning Applications received for consideration

Site Address TBC ref no. Proposal BCPC 
response

23 Church 
road

08/01502/ful Replace step with a 
ramp

Support with 
observations

Original 
Factory shop

09/0004/adv Retention of signs objection

Land o/sLidl- 
Cheltenham 
Rd

09/00022/mas Installation of 
integral antennae 
on telegraph pole

objection

Wingmoor 
Quarry

09/00034/cm Variation of 
conditions

objection

Grundon 
waste

08/0065/TWM
AJW

Variation of 
conditions (Glos 
County Council)

objection



5. Decisions made by TBC/GCC to be noted

Site address Ref number BCPC TBC/GCC

7 Kingsclere Drive 08/01562/f
ul

supporte
d

Permission

Grangefield 
school

08/01552/f
ul

Supporte
d

Permission

9 Wellbrook Road 08/01570/f
ul

supporte
d

Permission

6 Other notices 

7. Other information noted

 “understanding planning” course available- request for half day in 
house training for bcpc councillors

Email from concerned resident regarding Cleeve School 
development – response to be sent by clerk 

GAPTC – consultation regarding Affordable House and Local 
Development Framework coming from Borough councils

National Planning E-consultation services.  Dated 14th January 
2008  - noted

The Meeting closed at 7.05 pm

Next meeting  February 10th 2008.   



Playing Fields and Playgrounds Committee
Meeting on 22nd January 2009  at 7.30 pm at the Parish Council Offices.
Minutes
Welcome and introduction from Chair – Cllr Stephens
Public Session 
Brazilian Soccer School representative- Tim – presentation and request for 
use of astro surface.  Long term aim for an academy.  Already running at 
school tennis courts but surface not ideal for children.  Stumbling block with 
the school using it during the day time.  Would like to negotiate price.  Links 
to local primary schools via free taster sessions.  Age range 5 to 18 years 
old but 7+ ideal.  12 month contract 1..2 hrs per night  two nights a week 
and weekend use and holiday schemes.

Public session ended at 7.55pm

1.  Apologies  Cllr   Peter  Lightfoot  :Attendance  (7.50pm cllr  J Peake,)Cllr 
Stephens, cllr Taylor, Cllr Cooper, Cllr Habgood.
2. Agreed Minutes of  previous meeting and duly signed
3. Actions from previous meetings .
Clerk to arrange milham road surface repairs
4. Shrubbery forward plan
Clerk to contact residents for long term solution
In meantime contractors to pollard with invoice in next year

5. Sports field update 
a)  BMX track update- press release 2pm Saturday – Committee members 
invited  to  attend  photo  opportunity  to  hand  over  bike  prize  to  winning 
designer.  Future publicity will be generated to promote use over the next 
few months. 

b)  use of astro – following on from public session.  Committee agreed for 
Cllr Taylor to  negotiate with the school to free up the astro from at least 
4.30 pm for at least two nights a week.  Clerk to negotiate an acceptable 
rate in line with partnership discount rate.  School rate to stay in line with 



reduced hours  from February  09.  Looking  to remove 3 hours  from April 
2009.   Minimum booking for new user to be two evening a week. 

c)  forward plan remedial works.   
All three bids to be agreed for feesability with building regs
Time line scale from builders needed
Start  Bowls  Club  work  before  April  (start  of  bowls  club  season)  with 
payment to be made in next financial year
Changing room work to continue after close of football season
Bids to be distributed to all committee members before the meeting
11 week window of opportunity for work to be done
Meeting with Councillors’ next week Tuesday 27th January 7.15 pm

d) British Heart foundation Bike ride request for 17th May 2009. Agreed
e)  request  for  pollard  tree  backing  onto  Read  Way  by  bowls  club. 
Investigate practicalities of handyman doing work.

f)  race week advertising.  Invite cleeve colts to supervise use of car park 
during  race  week  with  50%  profit  split.   Clerk  to  approach  racecourse 
management to see if they have any insight into possible advertisers, local 
pubs/betting shops

6. Development  plan following report  from FA monitoring and evaluation 
meeting: Draft policies for consideration

a) caretaking role.
Clerk  recommended  that  the role of  Caretaker  be considered  after  next 
employment  meeting to include locking/unlocking  astro for  casual  users. 
Agreed in principal
b)  pavilion  cleaning-  quotation  received  from  previous  cleaners  and 
included in next years budget.  Committee agreed to put this in place from 
next financial year. 
c) pavilion maintenance –Site visit for all committee after remedial work has 
been completed
d Opening of Chandler Road gate now in place.  noted
e) Other users- photographic evidence to be submitted.  Development plan 
to discussed with partnership parties following next users.

7.  Current budget/expenditure agreed and noted



Committee did not approve the lining invoice  
Material  budget to be specified and agreed by committee for next year’s 
expenditure
Glos playing field subscription £100 carry forward next agenda.  Website 
address to be distributed to councillors
Playground  annual  inspection  £150  per  playground  to  include  risk 
assessments agreed. To inform future planning 
Clerk to look at insurance situation and to include public liability at all sites. 
Not to include vandalism cover. 
Clerk to look at warranty and cost of roundabout at south park
Clerk  to  look  at  cost  of  insurance  for  councillors  to  do  practical 
work/training/courses
Community woodland request – carry forward to next meeting.  website link 
to be Emailed to councillors’

8.  Grange field forward plan.
Details  of  covenants  still  awaited.   Clerk  to  write  to  TBC,  following  the 
meeting last year.  Looking to move project forward.  Further discussions 
are needed.   Lease land at  Sports  field  still  needs resolution.   Concern 
expressed over flooding path within the field to be brought to TBC attention 
request for attention asap.  Standard of infrastructure before hand over to 
be agreed.

9. Update on other play areas
Milham Road –mary king email -  noted.  Check that access will be 
like for like and bigger bore
Nottingham Road- dog bins to be put back to original positions
Finlay Way – cargo net  in mystical  maze missing.   Clerk to check 
Handyman report.  
Pecked Lane-  goal post was due to be put back up by groundsmen
BMX /skate park signage quote needed for vinyl stick- on type

10. Weekly inspections update  - nothing of note
Councillors to do a monthly inspection week before next ctte meeting.
Photographic  evidence  of  problems   Clerk  to  check  back  to  handyman 
sheet.  
John-  nottingham  road,  James  South  Park,  Phil  Millham,  Mark  Finlay, 
Jayne Pecked Lane

 
11. Any other business at discretion of chair and for information purposes 



Correspondence from Cllr Richmond - noted

Meeting closed at  10pm

Playing Fields and Playgrounds Committee
Meeting on 27th January 2009  at 7.30 pm at the Parish Council Offices.
Minutes
Welcome and introduction from Chair – 

Thanked Cllr Stephens for chairing last meeting and apologies for missing 
last meeting.
Chair gave an overview of email chain since last pg ctte meeting.  Chair 
explained  his  discussion  of  negotiation  discussion  with  clerk.   Chair 
confirmed that the Clerk and Chair had not had any intention of changing 
the policy  of  the committee  and the clerk had not  been involved  in any 
setting any policy.

Cllr  Stephens  declared  an  interest   as  a  member  of  her  family  is  a 
subcontractor to one of contractors.

Public Session - none

1.Apologies  /attendance  –  Cllrs  Stephens,  Cooper,  Habgood,  P 
Lightfoot (chair) Ayres, Peake 

2. Noted resignation of Cllr Taylor from Playground Ctte

3. Consideration of quotations for remedial work
Paperwork had been circulated and councillors were made aware of  
time lines
It was agreed to focus on bowls club first.
Considering Price and track record  it was agreed that MPB was 
preferred contractor. Proposed and Seconded . 5 agreed /one 
declared interest and took no part in decision making.
Internal decoration noted not part of quote. 
Clerk to speak to bowls club, contractor, certification and time scales.  
Clerk has a margin of discretion in relation to certification. 

  
4.  Sports pavilion



After discussions , consideration of submitted quotations, information 
from Building Regulations Officer and looking at plan of building
Decision was taken to make disabled toilet in changing room, to 
include one toilet and one basin area. Disabled access into changing  
room.  Change entrance to building front.  Change level at front.  
Landscaping around building. Electric shutters to front and rear  
entrance and  disabled toilet in treatment room. Subject to funding 
and Building reg’s officer to confirm minimum requirements. 

5. Forward plan and time line
1.Clerk to establish situation of certificates
2.Bowls  club.   Clerk  to  speak  to  above.   To  be  completed  by 
beginning  of  bowls  club  season  subject  to  finance  arrangements. 
Acceptance of quote and conditions to be attached to be in line with 
above.
3.Sports Pavilion.  Confirm scope with building reg officer and then 
give  all  contractors  chance  to  re-quote  to  exact  specification  and 
quotations to be received by 1st March.  Discussion March playground 
ctte.

Any other business.   Price for grass seed to be followed up.
Clerk  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee  the  email  from TBC 
seeking expression of interest in bids for the playbuilding funding.  The 
Committee  felt  that  it  was  too  short  notice  to  prepare  anything  for 
February 2nd.

Meeting closed at  10pm



Bishops Cleeve Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on 
13  th   January 2009  

Present:  Cllrs A Lightfoot, (Chair) P Rawlings, J Habgood, P 
Taylor

Apologies:  Cllrs J Peake, P Lightfoot

Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Agreed with the amendment at point 
8(b) to add “Emptying of” at beginning of line.

Updates   Newsletter:   – Cllrs said they were not aware of 
receiving latest edition.  Clerk to investigate delivery schedule. 
Sub Cttee to meet at end of January with a distribution date at end 
of March.  Possible subjects Precept explanation, traffic, 
allotments, new office facilities, new staff member picture, dog 
bags. 

Fair Trade Village – Chair agreed to follow up.

Logo – After discussion Cttee agreed that logo should go back to 
school with the following observations:- BC  - to be kept. 

Hills to be reduced to reflect local outline (2) , “Bishops 
Cleeve” to be turned up other way, Buildings reflect, Church and 
office.  Logo simplified if possible. Also, to be asked if he can 
produce a logo using just the BC and the title.  It may be that we 
use a basic one for letters and another for other occasions but 
based on  general theme.

Request for dog bin at Highgrove:  To be further investigated. 
Cllrs believed there were several bins in the vicinity but felt they 
could never solve the problem of people not using bins  for their 
dogs waste products. 



 Replacement Seat at Bishops Drive:  After enquiries it could not 
be established who had removed this seat.   Agreed replacement. 
Design with arms and in green at cost of £439.  Cllr Rawlings 
suggested that the seat be printed with “Bishops Cleeve Parish 
Council” to indicate that we had funded it.  

No other business.  Next meeting to follow usual cycle. 

Allotments Committee on Thursday 29th January 2009 at 7.30 
pm

Minutes
1. Public Session

4 allotment holders attended.
Parking issues and access to site was raised –Chair informed meeting 
that this matter was part of ongoing forward plan and further 
discussions were to take place later in the meeting
Manure – noted that deliveries have arrived this week.
Children Centre spoke with regard to their letter to internal fencing – 
agreed : Shed 8 x6’ fit for purpose and only to shade own plot - 
agreed. Portable chemical toilet which will be removed from site when 
plot holders are not on site. – agreed.   Insurance confirmed as 
tenants own responsibility.  Signposted to national association for 
further information on insurances.

Cllr Peake and Cllr Habgood declared interests as plot holders (or 
related to plot holder)

2 Apologies for absence to be noted  Cllr Taylor: 
In attendance were Cllrs J Habgood (chair), P Lightfoot, 
A Lightfoot,J Stephens,  K Peake and  P Richmond

3Minutes of the previous meeting  on 30th October agreed and signed 
for accuracy

4. Matters arising from those minutes for information purposes
Wood Chippings have been delivered to site and used for filling of pot 
holes. 



Cllr Richmond asked if we had a plan of new water system.  Chair /file 
has a copy. Requested on ground marking to be done.  Chair will put 
some stakes.  Bogey wheel fitted.  Thanks to plot holders

5 Finance reports noted – increase in income noted and healthy state 
of income and expenditure.  
Rents still outstanding.  Horse field still outstanding. As no response 
to our letters Committee agreed final letter to give notice of eviction if 
not paid within 7 days 

6. correspondence received.
Tractor vehicle to install fence at plot 57 agreed as long as no damage 
to land.
New plot holder- clerk to write letter – extension of new track to new 
plots.... budget constraints – self funding and committee will prioritise 
parking in new financial year.  Possibility of plot holders making 
private arrangement with an existing plot holder who has previously 
extended water system.  

6. Waiting lists and plot availability update 
No waiting lists and no plots available – 100% occupancy

7. Inspection report and actions to be taken
Closed session called by Chair to protect personal details and 
circumstances.  
Photos of concerns next month
See report for details
1st Letter to 55 and 75
2nd Letter to 32a
Individual letter to 57 and 58
No evictions.

Cllr A lightfoot suggested that Clerk accompany inspecting Cllr to 
achieve consistency. Noted that tenancy agreements state that an 
officer of the council should do inspection.  Proposal was put that 
inspecting Cllrs to be two out of three of Kate, James, Peter...agreed 

Existing main track- filling of pot holes with loose type1 MOT 
hardcore.   Budget £700.  Clerk to place order following information 
from Chair.



Agreement to fix/extend car park by main gate – allotment holders to 
be asked to help with manual work
Extend turning circle into a hardstanding  near 45/32.
Ask playgrounds if gate on ground at sports field can be used by 
allotments. Allotments can utilise it if it is available.  Chair to retrieve 
gate if possible

8. Any other business at the discretion of the chair for information 
purposes only
Cllr Richmond asked if ctte was planning an in depth inspection. 
Chair will write annual report for parish assembly

Adjoin standing orders to discuss users group meeting 
1 Terms of reference for electing members and numbers of 
representatives.  1 representative per 5 plots (5 in total). 3 parish 
Councillors’.   Letter asking for interested plot holders who wish to 
stand as representatives to stand.    One vote per plot.
Invite to make a statement at users group meeting on 21st February.
A ballot will be held on 21st February.  Parish Councillors will be 
nominated at feb ctte allotment meeting.  Letter to include request for 
names who will be happy to do manual infrastructure of car park and 
track

Reinstate standing orders

Meeting closed 9.30pm
Date of next meeting.  Thursday 26th February 2009



Correspondence received

CPRE Gloucestershire’s Bledisloe Cup Competition letter to inform Council of the 
cessation of the competition in its present format.  

Invitation from GAPTC for nominations to attend Buckingham Palace Garden Party.

Gloucestershire Rural Community Council – search for top village.  

Clerks Report

Dates for your diaries

February 

10th Planning, Community Building Committee and Employment sub-committee meeting

11th TBC  Public Budget consultation meeting being held at Parish Office

12th Playgrounds Committee

16th  17th and 20th clerk annual leave

19th New Office committee Meeting 

24th Planning Committee



26th Allotment committee



Payment schedule

30th 
January 

2009

Code Date Minute Bank
Cheq. 
No. Description Supplier Vat Total

137 30/01/2009 n o 1 2974 photos for opening ceremony john cheeseman Z 150.00
371 30/01/2009 n o 1 2975 new office furniture commercial S 582.04
75 30/01/2009 1 2976 stationery commercial S 128.02

174 30/01/2009 pg 1 2977 gas at sports field bristish gas S 497.02
91 30/01/2009 n o 1 2978 electrical cert at old office# DBF electrical S 140.02

356 30/01/2009 n o 1 2979 rat bin baiting
Cleeve pest control/tim 
fisher Z 105.00

92 30/01/2009 1 2980 refreshments J Stephens Z 75.34

92 30/01/2009 1 2981 refreshments
Blue Wave Catering 
Srvices S 205.27

293 30/01/2009
pc jan 
09 1 2982 donation for mini bus SWARD E 110.00

74 30/01/2009 1 2983 room hire charges tithe barn Z 44.55
74 30/01/2009 1 2985 Mileage b holder X 65.60

185 30/01/2009 p g 1 2986 Mileage J Gurney X 8.00
204 30/01/2009 c b 3 784 cleaning community building m aguirre Z 250.00

TOTALS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . £2,361



Minutes of the Community Building Committee held on 

10  th   February 2009    

Present:  Cllrs G Jackson, P Lightfoot, A Lightfoot, Mr J Gurney, Mr P Clapham

Apologies:   Cllrs V Ayres, K Peake, P Taylor

Minutes of Meeting of 26  th   November 2008  :  Agreed as true record

Bookings:  15 new casual 

Caretaker’s Report:  Problems with damage to light fittings in main hall.  PC said he 
would investigate this problem. Replacement flooring for entrance hall:  3 quotes 
obtained.  Preferred one for £651 plus VAT. If current budget allows work can go 
ahead, if not it can be done shortly and paid out of next years budget.  Dripping 
water:  snow has caused drips over entrance area.  JG to investigate costing of 
drainage system to control water flow from roof. Caretaker’s hours   JG outlined 
the problems he is now having with the more physically demanding areas of his work. 
He has been in post for 10 years now.  He welcomed the idea of cutting  his days of 
work down, so that he is not on call for 7 days per  week.  His contract hours are 
12 per week with an average 2.5 overtime hours per week.  Drainage:  Cllr C Jones 
to be asked to follow up problems being experienced with GCC re: shared drainage 
for building.

Youth Club Report:  PC outlined the continuing positive relation he has with JG 
where they are able to tack matters if/when they arise.  Outlined changes in Youth 
Service in Gloucestershire.  He now spends more of his time in Winchcombe.  Youth 
Club has up to 4 nights per week with sessions for years 7 & 8.  Members still 
reluctant to take part in  residential or visits.  Outreach work continues and some 
of the young people now come in to the centre. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Summary of Receipts & Payments Noted & Agreed by Committee. 
Balance £4037.70.

Clerk to clarify position re: gas account and rate/rent.

Review of charges to be put on agenda for next meeting.  Review of changes to 
tariffs for last year to be ready for next meeting.

Any Other business:  None



Date of next meeting:  14th April 2009 

Bishops Cleeve Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Employment Group held on 10th February 2009 

Present:  Cllrs P Lightfoot, C Lawrence, P Richmond, A Lightfoot

Apologies:  Cllrs V Ayres, P Taylor

Plans for Role of  Caretaker:  Community Centre caretaker works approximately 12.5 
hours over 7 days per week. He has been in post for 10 years and would be happy to 
decrease the number of days he works.  Increase in workload to include opening of 
Chandler Road and Cemetery Gates, plus new office out of hours. General 
discussion.  Agreed   to put together list of jobs that could be done by a second 
part time post which would share workload.  Combined posts could contain work 
such as notice boards, parish pump gardening, rubbish collection, grill inspection, 
play area inspection, community centre etc.  Clerk to be asked to put together a list 
of tasks and bring  committee budgets to identify funding already available for such 
a post.   Agreed that as facilities in parish increased it would make sense to have an 
overall caretaker/maintenance role.

Outcome of appraisals:    Due to inclement weather, the Chair had been unable to 
undertake scheduled formal Appraisal for Clerk.  He was happy through telephone 
and written communication that Clerk had met her set targets for last year.  He 
would carry out the formal appraisal very soon and asked Cllrs for suggestions re: 
targets for next year.  Discussion took place around the needs of the Council for 
next year.  Clerical assistant review had taken place with positive feedback to 
committee. Clerk to carry out formal appraisal in due course.   

Permanency of Clerical Assistant  The Committee agreed confirmation of the 
permanency of the employment of Geri Hawkens as Clerical Assistant. 

Annual Single Salary Point Increment for Staff in Line with Terms of Contracts:  Agreed 
for B Holder  and L Hunt

Policy for lone Working of staff:  Agreed that lone working was not our preferred 
option but there were times when it may not be avoided.  Duty of care to our staff 
acknowledged.  Clerk to undertake Risk assessment for lone working. 

Any Other Business:  It was generally felt that the Clerk and her Team had done an 
excellent job of handling the move into our new premises.  Feedback from the public 
had been positive concerning their dealings with the staff and the new building. 
The committee also wanted to thank Lisa Hunt for keeping the office staffed and 
open during the recent winter weather conditions.  


